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ANNALS 


OF  THE 


CHURCH  m  BRIMFIELD. 

BY  THE  PASTOR  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


We  hare  heard -with  our  ear?,  0  Gel:  our  fathers  have  told  us  what  work  Thou  didst  in 
their  days,  in  the  times  of  old."'   Tsalm  44. 
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INTRODUCTIOi^. 


In  1829  Rev.  Joseph  Yaill  published  a  Sermon  rela- 
ting to  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  Brimfield. 
The  Sermon  contains  much  valuable  information,  but 
being  largely  devoted  to  the  incidents  of  his  own  minis- 
•  ^  try,  is  necessarily  brief  in  its  account  of  earlier  times.  A 
year  since  an  able  and  interesting  paper  upon  the  same 
subject  was  prepared  by  J.  W.  Foster  Esq.,  and  publish- 
ed in  "Holland's  Western  Massachusetts."  But  the 
author  of  this  paper,  was  appropriately  led  by  the  pur- 
pose he  had  m  view,  to  give  special  prominence  to  the 
civil  aftairs  of  the  town.  The  interest  vvhich  he  threw 
around  these,  awakened  a  desire  in  the  mind  of  one 
reader,  to  bring  out  more  distinctly  the  religious  aspect 
of  our  history  ;  to  gather  up  facts  relating  thereto, 
which  live  only  in  the  memories  of  some  who  are  pass- 
ing away,  and  to  identify,  as  far  as  possible,  the  farms 
and  dwelling  places  of  those  worthy  men,  whom  as 
choice  seed,  God  planted  in  this  wilderness  almost  a 
century  and  a  half  ago.  Hence,  these  "  Annals,"  with 
the  notes  and  accompanying  map.  The  orthography 
and  phraseology  of  the  old  records  have  been  followed 
in  the  main,  and  only  altered  in  some  cases  to  secure 
.  a  degree  of  uniformity. 

J.  M. 
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The  Church  of  Christ  includes  all,  of  every  name 
and  age,  who  are  united  to  him  by  a  living  faith.  Its 
precise  limits  can  be  determined  only  by  its  Omniscient 
Head.  We  may  regard  as  its  members,  some  who  at 
heart,  are  strangers  to  his  grace,  but  he  discerns  the 
true  from  the  false  He  is  the  good  shepherd  and 
knows  his  sheep.''  Those  who  truly  know  him  and  are 
known  of  him,  dwellers  in  heathen  or  civilized  lands, 
now  living,  or  long  since  departed,  are  the  church 
which  He  hath  purchased  with  His  own  blood." 

"All  the  servant;  of  our  king 
la  Heaven  and  earth  are  one." 

But  this  invisible  church  has  its  visible  representa- 
tive in  the  world.  The  disciples  of  Christ,  have  ever 
counted  it  their  duty  and  privilege  to  associate  them- 
selves, for  the  better  observance  of  his  commands,  and 
the  extension  of  his  kingdom.  Like  everything  hu- 
man, these  associations  have  been  imperfect,  ^ome 
*  have  gained  admission  to  them,  who  have  added  noth- 
ing to,  but  rather  detracted  from,  their  purity  and  pow- 
er. From  them,  some  have  been  excluded  who  might 
have  been  their  strength  and  ornament.  Still,  in  es- 
sential respects,  the  visible  church  is  a  real  exponent 
of  the  true  Church  of  God.  The  main  incidents  in 
the  history  of  the  one,  may  be  reasonably  supposed 
to  indicate  the  character  and  progress  of  the  other. 
Wisely,  therefore,  may  one  attentively  examine  the 
outward  life  of  the  visible  church,  since,  when  he  has 
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fully  acquainted  himself  with  it,  he  has  learned  with 
onsiderable  exactness  the  highest  lessons  which  it  is 
possible  for  man  to  learn,  those  derived  from  God's 
dealings  with  his  redeemed  people. 

A  complete  history  of  the  visible  church,  would  re- 
quire a  delineation  of  the  aggregate  christian  life 
within  its  limits  at  successive  periods  of  its  existence, 
with  a  just  description  of  those  agencies  on  the  one 
hand,  which  have  ministered  to  this  life,  and  on  the 
other,  of  those  influences,  human  or  otherwise,  which 
have  opposed  and  retarded  it.  In  its  true  and  native 
character,  the  church  is  antagonistic  to  the  world. 
Any  just  account  of  its  progress  must  therefore,  make 
large  and  accurate  mention  of  the  aid  it  has  received 
in  its  conhicts,  and  of  the  nature  and  number  of  the 
forces  it  has  met. 

The  history  of  a  local  church  would  hold  to  such  an 
account  of  Christ's  visible  kingdom,  the  relation  which 
an  individual  holds  to  its  species.  Incidents  and  char- 
acters would  become  prominent,  which  in  a  more  gen- 
eral survey  would  not  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice. 
The  helps  and  the  hindrances  to  a  christian  life  would 
assume  a  "  local  habitation  and  a  name."  Just  as  in 
the  description  of  a  garden — a  minute  delineation  of  a 
shrub  would  be  appropriate,  while  in  a  broader  survey 
of  the  landscape,  that  shrub  would  wholly  disappear 
from  the  sight. 

Kegarding  the  religious  life  of  a  church  as  the  prop- 
er suhjed  of  its  history,  and  proceeding  to  speak  first 
of  the  AIDS  to  this  life,  we  should  need  to  make  promi- 
nent mention  of  the  mhiistrf/  with  which  that  cliurch 
had  been  flxvored.  Doubtless  there  may  be  genuine 
piety,  and  for  a  time,  rapid  growth  with  a  company  of  be- 
lievers while  they  have  no  teacher  and  pastor.  Still,  the 
ministry  of  the  word  is  an  important  agency  in  the  de- 
fence and  progress  of  true  religion.  Christ  himself  ap- 
pointed it.  It  has  always  proved  itself  powerful  in 
shaping  the  experience  and  practice  of  christians. 
They  do  not  as  much  as  they  should,  take  God's  truth 
from  his  own  lips.    They  too  often  accept  it,  not  ever 
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fresh  and  glowing  as  they  may  find  it  in  the  hvely  or- 
acles, but  as  it  comes  to  them  through  some  human 
medium.  They  will  tell  you  of  their  minister.  They 
dwell  w^ith  delight  upon  divine  truth,  but  divine  truth 
as  they  heard  it  from  his  mouth.  Among  the  original 
appointments  of  our  Lord,  the  ministry  had  a  promi- 
nent place.  In  the  actual  experience  of  the  church,  it 
has  become  relatively  yet  more  prominent.  No  justice 
could  be  done  therefore,  to  the  history  of  any  church, 
if  reference  to  its  ministry  were  omitted.  Its  charac- 
ter is  interwoven  with  tlie  christian  life  of  a  people, 
and  can  no  more  be  separated  Irom  it,  than  the  woof 
can  be  separated  from  a  web.  Numberless  experien- 
ces of  mutual  joy  or  grief  on  the  part  of  the  pastor 
and  his  Hock,  render  the  relation  sacred,  and  invest 
it  with  a  power  peculiarly  its  own. 

Next,  proper  account  would  need  to  be  made  of  the 
permanent  metnlcrs  of  a  church — those  w^ho  in  their 
childhood  frequented  its  sanctuary — in  their  middle  life, 
shared  its  trials  and  successes,  and  in  their  declining 
years,  were  solaced  by  its  ministrations.  These  are  the 
subjects  upon  which  the  ministry  has  chieiiy  wTOught. 
It  has  to  some  extent  made  itself  felt  upon  most^^  who 
though  but  for  a  limited  time,  have  come  within  its 
reach.  But  its  chief  intiuence  has  been  upon  these 
who  have  for  years  been  the  objects  of  its  care.  These 
have  been  most  intluential.  Others  may  have  seemed 
for  a  time  more  efficient,  but  in  the  long  course  of  events 
the  power  of  these  has  been  by  far  the  greatest.  ^  Oth- 
ers have  come  and  gone  like  ripples  on  the  surface  of 
a  stream.  These  liave  been  like  its  permanent  and 
steady  current.  Moreover,  aside  from  the  relative  im- 
portance of  such  permanent  elements  in  a  church,  there 
is  a  singular  interest  in  observing  those  who  from  child- 
hood to  old  age,  have  identified  themselves  with  the 
religious  welfare  of  a  single  people.  ^Ye  look  upon 
such  as  having  had  but  oiie  home,  and  one  place  of 
worship,  and  as  having  given  to  these  the  undivided  en- 
ergies and  affections  of  their  being. 

Next  in  the  line  we  have  indicated,  it  would  be  m 
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place  to  speak  of  transient  memJjers — those  ^vlio  for  a 
time  have  held  connection  with  a  church,  and  made 
their  influence  felt  in  its  deliberations  and  efforts.  Of 
some  churches,  these  constitute  the  more  numerous  part, 
adding  greatly  to  their  spirituality,  or  detracting  from 
their  power.  An  exact  estimate  of  this  element  would 
be  hardly  possible,  yet  it  could  not  be  altogether  over- 
looked. 

Further,  it  Avould  need  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
influences  favorable  to  the  progress  of  religion,  may 
have  emanated  from  some  vlio  Imvc  never  heen  connected 
with  the  visible  church.  They  have  freely  given  of 
their  substance,  and  intluence,  and  perhaps  of  their 
prayers,  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel. 

Lastly,  because  of  a  different  nature  from  the  fore- 
going, we  should  need  to  speak  of  favoring  and  re- 
freshing inliuences  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  Piety  is  an 
exotic  in  this  world  and  at  best,  will  not  thrive  without 
the  care  and  training  of  a  divine  Hand.  The  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  vitally  connected  with  the  life 
and  growth  of  every  church.  When  His  power  is  ex- 
erted, christians  are  quickened  and  sinners  converted. 
Wheti  He  withdraws  His  presence,  the  graces  of  the 
church  languish,  and  eflbrt  and  prayer  for  her  exten- 
sion diminish.  Separate  and  prominent  mention  of  revi- 
vals with  which  a  church  has  been  favored,  must  there- 
fore make  a  part  of  its  history. 

Under  the  head  of  hindrances,  reference  would  need 
to  be  made  to  man's  native  aversion  to  the  claims  of 
the  Gospel,  and  some  account  taken  of  the  particular 
form  in  which  that  aversion  had  manifested  itself  ; 
whether  in  mere  indifference,  or  in  fierce  and  organ- 
ized opposition.  Attention  would  also  be  required  to 
the  efforts  of  errorists  and  their  success  or  failure,  in 
enticing  men  from  a  love  of  the  truth,  and  an  experi- 
ence  of  its  saving  power. 

Nor  could  the  question  be  avoided,  how  far  the  er- 
rors of  the  church  herself,  had  hindered  her  progress 
and  quenched  her  life.  Any  want  of  fidelity  on  the 
part  of  her  ministry ;  any  neglect  of  wholesome  dis- 
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cipline  among  her  members ;  any  imwarrantable  excess 
of  discipline  in  times  of  threatened  defection,  entail- 
ing its  consequences  upon  succeeding  generations ; 
any  deficiency  of  earnest  piety,  leaving  error  and  vice 
to  revel  unrestrained — these  would  be  among  the  sad- 
dest and  not  least  instructive  items  in  her  records. 

Such  in  outhne,  would  be  a  proper  train  of  remark, 
should  one  attempt  to  sketch  the  history  of  any  local 
church.  For  such  a  sketch,  the  church  in  Brimheld 
might  furnish  sufficient  materials.  It  has  for  the  most 
part,  had  an  honored  ministry.  In  some  famihes  it 
can  count  as  members,  five  or  six  generations  of  ster- 
Hng  christian  men.  Some,  temporarily  connected  with 
it,  have  left  a  good  name  and  infiaence.  It  has  lived 
and  become  venerable  in  the  midst  of  an  intelligent 
and  well  disposed  community.  It  has  been  signally 
favored  w^ith  refreshings  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord.  It  has  sometimes  encountered  opposition  from 
without,  and  experienced  the  perils  of  division  and 
strife  wdthim  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  denied  that  it  has 
sometimes  erred  in  its  discipline,  nor  questioned,  that 
such  errors  have  to  some  extent,  diminished  its  power. 
These  facts  judiciously  treated,  would  be  rich  in  in- 
struction to  the  church  itself,  and  possibly  mig^t  have 
some  interest  for  others. 

It  is  not  proposed  now,  to  attempt  so  arduous  and 
delicate  a -task.  It  would  require  the  free  discussion 
of  questions  in  the  adjustment  of  w^hich,  the  strongest 
feelings  of  some  now  living,  were  enlisted.  Those  feel- 
ings, laid  to  rest,  ought  to  slumber  until  they  are  review- 
ed from  a  higher  tribunal.  We  have  no  other  purpose 
than  the  simple  one,  of  transferring  to  these  pages  such 
records,  and  facts  otherwise  ascertained,  relative  to  the 
church  in  Brimfield,  as  shall  enable  the  reader  to  see 
for  himself,  what  the  main  features  of  its  history  have 
been.  These  records  are  quoted  as  written,  that  it  may 
be  the  more  clearly  seen  how  our  fathers  felt  and  talk- 
ed upon  the  great  themes  and  duties  of  christianit}'. 
There  is  the  greater  propriety  in  now  gathering  up 
these  records  of  the  remote  past,  because,  owing  to  the 
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loss  or  decay  of  manuscripts,  the  possibility  of  so  doing, 
j  is  every  year  becoming  less.    The  points  which  have 

I  been  indicated  as  most  vital  in  the  history  of  a  church. 

I  .  will  not  receive  separate  mention,  but  each  shall  seem 

I  blended  with  every  other,  as  in  actual  experience  it  was. 

f  ■         The  first  settlers  in  Brimfield,  were  ibr  the  most 

I     ■  part,  christian  men.    This  is  apparent,  not  so  much  in 

their  so  soon  erecting  a  meeting  house,  since  this  was  | 
required  by  the  terms  of  their  grant,  as  in  the  fact,  j 
that  though  few  in  numbers,  and  scattered  over  an  i 
area  of  eight  miles  square,  including  Brimtiekl,  M on-  j 
son,  Holland,  Wales,  and  a  part  of  AYarren,  they  week-  \ 
ly  resorted  to  their  sanctuary,  and  out  of  their  limited  j 
means  gave  the  institutions  of  religion  a  cordial  sup-  j 
port.  The  settlement  of  the  town  was  tliirly  begun  as  i 
early  as  1717.  A  house  of  worship  was  built  on  the 
spot  where  the  present  house  stands  in  1721-2.'" 

It  is  probable  that  the  people  did  not  remain  with- 
out preaching  long  after  the  erection  of  then- meeting  j 
house.    One  Mr.  Fuller,  is  the  first  minister  whose  | 
name  we  find  anywhere  mentioned  in  connection  with  j 
Brimfield.-    Whether  he  labored  here  for  a  time,  or  \ 
was  indebted  for  his  connection  with  the  place,  to  its  | 
being  the  residence  of  relatives,  we  have  no  means  of 
deciding.    The  former  is  more  probable.    The  Fuller 
family  became  residents  in  town,  it  is  thought,  at  a  little 
later  period. 

Eev.  Richard  Treate,  or  Treat,  commenced  his  la-  j 
bors  here  sometime  in  1723,  or  the  early  part  of  1721.  j 
The  organization  of  the  church  and  his  ordination  as 
its  Pastor,  occurred  both  on  the  same  day,  Nov.  ISth, 


1  See  Historical  sernion  by  Rev.  Joseph  Vaill,  then  Pastor  of  the  church,  1S23. 
The  manuscript  of  the  nrst  settlers,  from  which  this  and  some  other  lacts  were 
learned,  wa3  destroyed  at  the  burning  of  the  old  Williams  House,  lSo7. 

2  "Rev.  Mr.  Fuller  of  Brimfield,  was  here  and  preached  for  me.  I  am  elad 
of  his  help,  and  rejoice  to  observe  a  e  spirit  of  ye  man.  August  25cb,  1T23."  Dia- 
ry of  Dr.  Williams,  Lotgrneadow. 

3  From  a  subsequent  record  wo  find  that  Mr.  Treat's  year  of  <:erTioe  befjan 
November  18.  This  unquestionably  indicates  the  date  of  his  settlement.  That 
it  was  November  18th,  ot  1724,  rather  than  1725,  is  shown  by  the  following: 
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The  original  members  of  the  church,  were  probably 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  number.  In  the  absence  of  early 
Church  Records,  it  is  impossible  to  designate  them  all. 
The  names  of  such,  as  nearly  as  they  can  now  be  de- 
termined, are  placed  first  in  the  list  of  members,  upon 
the  last  pages  of  this  pamphlet. 

Respecting  Mr.  Treat's  ministry,  not  much  can  be 
said  with  certainty.  The  first  mention  of  him  upon 
the  records  of  the  to^\Ti,  is  prophetic  of  the  shortness 
of  his  ministiy,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  that  the  people 
through  inabihty  or  neglect,  had  tailed  to  meet  their 
engagements  with  him. 

1  Nov.  1731.  Yotetl,  that  a  tax  be  raised  on  Inhabitants  of 
£85,  to  pay  Mr.  Treat's  sallery,  which  shall  be  Raised  forthwith. 

Yet  he  found  among  the  scattered  famihes  of  the 
District  many  warm  christian  friends,  who  labored  with 
commendable  self-denial  and  zeal  to  sustain  their  Pas- 
tor, and  complete  their  Meeting  House.  It  would  seem 
that  for  the  first  eight  or  ten  years,  the  house  had  only 
loose  boards  for  a  fioor,  if  it  had  any  floor  at  all. 

Nov.  9,  1731.  Voted  that  y*^  floor  of  y^  meeting  house  Be  laid, 
and  y°  Body  of  Seates  be  Made,  and  allsoe  y*  gice  of  y*"  gallery  Be 
put  in,  as  soone  as  may  be,  and  allsoe  Bords  to  lay  on  y*^  gice  be'Pro- 
vided,  and  all  soe  materials  suitable  for  y^  Pulpit. 

Efforts  to  finish  the  house  were  made  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  people  had  means.  They  were  settlers  in 
new  homes,  and  dependant  for  subsistence,  mainly  up- 
on the  proceeds  of  their  imperfect  and  toilsome  agri- 
culture. They  procured  lumber  for  building,  with  ex- 
treme difficulty.  We  cannot  therefore  attribute  the 
long  unfinished  state  of  their  house  of  worship,  to  in- 
tentional neglect.  Their  enterprise  will  compare  fa- 
vorably with  that  of  any  later  day. 

"  Voted  to  dismiss  Johu  Stebbins  and  wife,  Sarah  Nichols  and  Marc:aret  Cooley, 
ani  recommend  them  as  suitable  persons  for  the  gathering^  of  a  church  in  Brim- 
tield,  September  loth,  1724."  Church  Kecords,  Loagmeadow.  It  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  these  persons,  already  resident  in  town,  procured  this  letter  and 
retained  it  more  than  a  year  before  usint^  it.  Procuring  the  letter  in  September, 
they  would  naturally  present  it  to  a  couucil  in  the  following  November. 

1  These  extracts  arc  from  the  Kecorda  of  the  town,  except  sach  as  are  other- 
wise designated. 
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Dec.      28th,  1731.    Voted  that  there  Be  fifty  pounds  Raised  for 
y*  finishing  of  y*  meeting  house.    All  soe 

Voted  that  y^  women  sitin  y^  west  end  of  y^  meeting  house. 

One  reason  why  the  work  proceeded  so  slowly,  was 
a  want  of  '-nailes."  Repeatedly  is  the  duty  of  provi- 
ding this  necessary  article,  devolved  upon  the  selectmen. 

March  27th,  1732.     Voted  that  y^  select  men  take  care,  that 
there  Be  nailt-s  provided  to  firtish      meeting  house  soe  far  as 
town  formerly  voted  to  hnish  s'd  house. 

Mr.  Treat  had  now  been  settled  about  eight  3'ears. 
He  probably  found  it  difficult  to  support  himself  up- 
on his  salary  ;  which,  small  as  it  was.  must  necessarily 
have  sometimes  been  delaved.  The  followimi:  vote 
seems  like  a  rallying  of  the  people  anew,  as  though 
they  had  suftered  his  dues  to  pass  unpaid. 

Oct  1 6,  1732.  Voted  that  y^  select  men  Make  a  rate  to  Pay  Rev. 
Mr.  Treat's  salary  of  £85,  for  this  year,  ichick  terminates  lS(h 
day  of  Xov.  next.    All  soe,  . 

Voted  that  pulpit  &  Ministry  Pew,  &  Deacon's  seate  be  Built 
when  y*  Body  of  seates  are  Built. 

March  12,  1733.  Voted  that  there  Be  no  alley  Made  through  y' 
middle  of  y^  meeting  house. 

Up  to  this  time,  they  were  only  "  seates"  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  people.  But  then,  as  now,  men 
had  a  passion  for  new  things.  We  do  not  see  how  it 
could  ever  have  been  pretended  that  the  old  square 
and  high  pews  were  an  improvement  upon  seats.  They 
were  however,  of  one  piece,  with  the  high  pulpit. 
Both  were  monstrous,  either  as  matters  of  taste  or 
comfort.  Nevertheless,  "  Pews"  were  destined  to  have 
theu'  day,  in  the  place  of  "  seates." 

June  8,  1773.    Voted  that  Joseph  Blodgett,  1  William  Nihon  - 


1  Father  of  Lieut.  Jonas  Blodgett,  who  was  the  last  clerk  and  surveyor  of 
the  Proprietors,  of  Brimtield,  and  died  1S39,  a-ed  95.  The  lather  resided  a  lit- 
tle south  of  Calvin  PoUey's,  now  in  Holland. 

2  Resided  on  the  highway  to  Stadbrd,  north  of  what  is  now  the  centre  of 
Wales. 
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Dea.  John  Stebbins,  i  be  a  Committee  to  make  provisions  for 
Pews  in     meeting  house. 

Either  the  vote  of  the  previous  year  respecting  Mr. 
Treat's  salary,  proved  a  promise  unperformed,  or  the 
sum  did  not  meet  his  necessities ;  for  at  this  meeting 
it  was, 

Voted  that  Ebenezer  Graves,  -  Dea.  Stebbins,  Wm.  Nilson  & 
John  Russel,  ^  goe  and  Discourse  with  our  Minister  concernino-  his 
uneasiness.  ^ 

The  "  Discourse"  of  the  Committee  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  the  desired  effect.  Mr.  Treat  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  town,  whereupon  at  their  next  meeting, 

Sept.  19,  1733.  Voted,  to  send  for  Mr.  Treat  to  meeting. 

This  conference  was  no  more  satisfactory,  for  at  the 
same  time  it  was 

Voted  to  caU  a  Counsel  to  hear  y®  Difliculties  betwixt  Mr.  Treat 
&  ye  town,  &  act  thereon. 

Voted  that  Mr.  Williams  of  Hatfield  with  two  messengers, 
Mr.  Chauncey  of  riadl*:'y  with  two  Messengers,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Springfield,  Mr.  Hopkins  of  said  Springfield,  &  Mr.  Ball  of  West- 
field  with  two  Messengers  from  each  of  y''  churchts,  &  if  anye  one 
of  said  ministers  fades,  then  Mr.  Reynolds  with  two  Messeugers  be 

Counsel. 

Voted  that  y^  time  of  y*  Counsel's  setting  at  Brimfield,  be  y^  3d 
Tuesday  of  October  next. 

Meanwhile  the  people  endeavored  to  render  their 
minister  "  easy,"  at  least  while  occupying  his  place  in 
the  meeting  house. 

Voted  to  raise  £25  for  schooling,  and  for  a  cushoon  for  if  pulpit. 

The  result  of  the  Counsel"  can  only  be  inferred 
from  a  vote  of  the  town  taken  soon  after. 


1  Grandfather  of  Abijah  Stebbins  and  his  sisters,  who  within  the  memory  of 
some  now  living,  resided  on  the  old  place  half  a  mile  north  of  Simeon  Coy's. 

2  Lived  on  the  road  Icadintr  north  from  the  town  street  somewhere  near  Abi- 
shai  Townsley's  ;  his  house  lot  joining  Dea.  David  Morgan  on  its  south  side,  and 
Wm.  Warriner  on  its  north  line. 

3  Assignee  and  probably  son-in-law  of  Daniel  Hubbard,  early  deceased.  He 
occupied  the  house  lot  and  other  lands  tirst  jjrranted  to  IMr.  Hubbard,  on  Hub- 
bard's Hill,  west  of  the  road,  where  Harvey  Fenton  now  resides. 
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Dec.  31,  1733.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Treat  £20  for  y*^  year  ensu- 
ing towards  his  support  in  y*^  ministry,  more  than  liis  stated  saliery. 
Then  sent  Wm.  IS'ilson  &  David  Shaw  ^  to  Inform  Mr.  Treat  what 
was  granted.  Wm.  Nilson  retained  answer  from  Mr.  Treat,  that  he 
accepted  of  what  y*'  town  had  granted  him,  Provided  y*=  People 
were  easy  &  Contented. 

But  the  people  now  became  dissatisfied.  Whether 
they  had  any  cause  for  disaffection  aside  from  the 
above  addition  to  their  expenses,  does  not  appear.  Mr. 
Treat  was  dismissed  on  the  27th  of  March,  17o4  ;  but 
no  record  exists,  of  the  doings  of  the  Council  called  at 
the  time.  How  long  he  remained  here  after  his  dis- 
mission, is  not  known.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
living  in  Glastenbury,  his  native  place.  He  v/as  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  Thomas  Treat, 
of  Nayaug."  He  was  born  i^Iay  14th,  1694,  and  grad- 
uated at  Yale,  in  1719.-  He  was  ordained  in  Brimfield 
at  the  age  of  30  years.  Beginning  his  ministry  Avith 
the  settlement  of  the  town,  he  shared  with  the  settlers 
in  the  division  of  the  land.  His  house  stood  where 
Calvin  Ward  now  resides,  in  the  midst  of  a  home  lot 
of  47  acres.^  He  received  five  other  lots  in  different 
parts  of  the  town — making  in  all,  a  seventieth  part  of 
the  proprietors'  land,  as  agreed  upon  in  the  grant  of 
the  town.  His  ministry  of  nine  years  and  a  half,  was 
attended  with  the  trials  incident  to  a  new  settlement. 
How  much,  and  precisely  what  he  accomplished,  can- 
not now  be  determined.  The  records  of  his  ministry 
(if  any  were  kept  )  with  most  of  those  of  his  successor, 
were  burned  in  1748.  But  he  was  the  author  of  a  good 
work,  even  if  he  did  no  more  than  gather  the  people 
of  God  into  a  church  and  prepare  them  for  the  long 
and  prosperous  ministry  of  his  successor.  One  son, 
Thomas,  was  born  to  him  while  he  lived  here.  Of  his 
subsequent  history  nothing  is  Ivuown. 

1  His  residence  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  old  Springfield  road,  not  far  from 
Mr.  Noyes,  as  nearly  as  I  can  determine. 

2  Centennial  Discourse  and  appendix,  reUitire  to  the  history  of  Glastenbury, 
published  185-i,  pp.  185,  21G. 

3  He  conveyed  this  lot  to  Benj.  Morfran  in  1735,  and  he  to  his  son  Noah,  in 
1756,  and  Noah  to  Timothy  and  Nathaniel  Danielson. 
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For  about  two  years  after  the  dismission  of  Mr. 
Treat,  the  church  was  destitute  of  a  pastor ;  though 
they  had  not  a  few  candidates  for  the  place.  As  we 
read  their  names,  and  guess  at  the  results  of  their 
preaching  here,  we  are  reminded  of  the  experience  of 
many  churches  now-a-days.  Only  we  obserye  this  no- 
ticable  difference  ;  that  in  the  olden  time"  candidates 
were  sought  for  and  ])/'ocured  at  no  little  cost  of  time  and 
labor,  of  which  fact,  the  following  yotes  vriR  be  deemed 
sufiicient  proof 

April  18,  1734.  Voted  to  Provide  a  minister  to  Preach  word  of 
God  unto  y*^  people  in  Brimtield,  for  one  quarter  of  a  year. 

Voted  to  get  Mr.  Noah  Mirick  to  preach  six  weeks. 

May  22,  1734.    Voted  to  hire  Mr.  Mirick  another  six  weeks.  ■ 

July  5,  1734.  Voted  to  send  for  Mr.  Perley  How  to  preach  &  if 
he  cannot  be  obtained,  to  try  Mr.  Williams  of  Lebanon,  k,  if  he 
cannot  be  obtained,  then  to  goe  to  Mr.  Medcalf  of  said  Lebanon. 

Voted  that  Capt.  John  Sherman  ^  be  y^  man  to  seek  after  y°  afore- 
said ministers. 

Voted  that  y*"  select  men  Provide  a  place  for  to  keep  a  minister 
when  he  is  procured. 

We  conclude  that  the  search  for  a  minister  thus  au- 
thorized was  not  successful ;  since,  the  next  town  meet- 
ing'giyes  us  the  following  yote,  eciually  characteristic 
of  the  times  and  the  perseyerance  of  the  people  in 
procuring  a  pastor. 

Sept.  12, 1734.  Voted  to  hire  Mr.  Daniel  Bliss  for  to  preach  four 
months. 

Voted  that  Leonard  Hoar  2  goe  to  Mr.  Bliss,  for  to  get  him,  &  if 
Mr  Bli^s  failes  th^n  to  eet  Mr.  Noah  :\Iirick,  Sc  if  Mr.  Mirick  fades, 
then  to  get  Mr.  Williams,  c^c  if  Mr.  Williams  failes,  then  to  get  some 
other  meet  person,  taking  good  advice. 

We  should  hardly  suppose  it  possible,  for  one  with 


1  Great  Grandfather  of  Orson  Sherman,  and  resided  on  the  same  place.  He 
was  the  first  clerk  of  the  Proprietors,  and  held  the  oflice  tul  l,bb,  ^hea  his  son 
Bezaleel,  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

2  Great  Grandfather  of  Linus  Homer,  and  lived^ where  Timothy  Bliss  now 
lives. 


16  THE  CHUIICH  IN  BEDIFIELD. 

such  instructions  to  have  "failed"  of  getting  somebody. 
But  the  next  vote  shows  that  neither  the  ^ample  pow- 
ers with  which  Mr  Hoar  was  invested,  nor  any  "  good 
advice"  which  he  may  have  taken,  enabled  him  to  se- 
cure a  "  meet  person"  for  minister. 

Oct  7,  173-L  Voted  to  get  a  minister  that  has  not  Preach'd  here, 
for  Six  weeks  or  two  Months,  as  he  can  Be  agreed  with. 

Nov.  13,  1734.    Voted  to  Eaise  £50  to  carry  an  End  preaching. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  supply  Pulpit. 

This  delay  in  securing  a  pastor  was  not  ^vithout  its 
appropriate  fruit.  We  now  for  the  first  time,  discover 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  to  withdraw  from  the 
support  of  the  estabhshed  ministry  of  the  town.  Some, 
perhaps  most  of  those  whose  names  follow,  were  con- 
scientiously Anabaptists.  And  probably  some  of  these 
had  but  just  become  residents  in  the  town.  They  form- 
ed a  nucleus,  around  which  gathered  others,  who,  had  be- 
come dissatisfied  with  the  unsettled  state  of  ministeri- 
al affairs.  There  were  moreover,  local  reasons  for  the 
secession.  The  seceders  resided  in  that  part  of  the 
town  subsequently  called  South  Brimfield,  and  thus 
had  a  personal  interest  in  the  organization  of  a  relig- 
ious entei^rise  there. 

Nov.  y^  22d,  1734.  We  whose  names  are  Underwritten  Do  own 
&  Acknowledge  Our  Selves  to  Be  of  ihat  persuasion  commonly  Called 
anababiists. 

^  Nath'l.  Munger,  ^  Anthony  Needham, 

Dorothy  3Iuriger,  Humphrey  Needham, 

Elnathun  Munger,  ^  John  Bullen, 

2  Robert  Moulton,  John  Bullen,  Jr., 

Ebenezer  Moulton,  ^  Thomas  Green, 

Thomas  Green,  Jr. 

Meanwhile,  efforts  to  procure  an  acceptable  minister 
were  continued. 

1  The  original  Munger  place  is  east  of  South  Meadow,  Wales. 

2  The  Moaltons  lived  on  the  road  to  StaiTorJ,  near  the  centre  of  Wales. 

3  The  Needhams  lived  south  of  the  Moultons,  on  the  way  to  Stafford. 

*  John  Bullen  and  son,  ll^ed  on  the  way  froaa  South  Pond  to  South  Meadow. 
S  The  Green  fdinily  lived  south  of  the  Ne€dhams,^oa  the  way  to  StAiiord. 


THE  CHURCH  IN  BRIMFIELD.  17 

Jan  13,  1735.  Voted  for  one  of  ye  ministers  yt  have  Preached 
here. 

Mr.  Noah  Mirick  was  chosen  by  a  Majority  of  votes  to  settle  in 
y^  work  of  y*^  ministry. 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  Mirick  £300  settlement  in  Bills  of  credit.  All 
soe, 

Voted  to  give  him  £100  sallery  during  ye  continuance  of  his  min- 
istry. 

April  24,  1735.  Dea.  John  Stebbins  was  chosen  to  regulate  y 
meeting. 

Mr.  Noah  Mirick  Did  not  accept  of  y^  proposals  of  y-'  town  of 
Brimfield  in  order  to  settle  there,  but  gave  answer  in  ye  Negative. 

Sept.  18,  1735.  ^  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Sampson  Stoddard  £300,  in 
bills  of  credit  for  settlement,  Provided  lie  w^ill  settle  in  y«  work  of 
ye  ministry  in  Brimlield.    All  soe, 

Voted  to  give  M.  Stoddard  £100  Sallery  yearly,  he  accepting  & 
settling  in  y-^  work  of  ye  ministry  in  said  town. 

Sept.  30,  1735.  ]\Ir.  John  Russel,  one  of  ye  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  treat  with  Mr.  Stoddard,  returned  answer  yt  he  utterly  Ilefused 
to  accept  ye  otfer. 

Oct.  G,  1735.  The  Inhabitants  being  Mettby  a  majority  of  votes 
Did  concur  in  y*  church's  voice  of  Mr.  Caleb  Rice. 

The  terms  of  settlement  proposed  to  Mr.  Rice,  were 
the  same  as  above. 

Nov.  3,  1735.  Received  Mr.  Caleb  Rice's  answer,  wherein  he 
gave  ye  town  a  Denial  of  settlement.  - 

At  length  came  the  man  appointed  of  God  to  be  a 
faithful  and  successful  pastor  to  the  cimrch,  for  a  period 
of  forty  years. 

Jan.  29,  173G.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  James  Bridgham  a  call  to 
settle  in  ye  work  of  ye  ministry  in  ye  town  of  Brinitield. 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  Bridgham  £300  settlement  in  bills  of  credit  as 
now  passes  between  man  6c  man. 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  Bridgham  £120  yearly  Sallery. 

1  It  is  presumed  that  these  votes  of  the  town,  were  in  concurrence  with  previ- 
ous votes  of  the  church,  but  in  the  absence  of  church  records  this  cannoj  be  ver- 
ified. * 

2  Mr.  Bico  settled  the  next  year  in  New  Medficld,  or  Sturbrldge,  and  continued 
pastor  of  that  church  until  his  death. 

o 
O 
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Joseph  Blodgett,  Benjamin  Morgan^  &  Ezra  King  2  were  chosen 
to  Joyn  with  Dea.  John  Stebbins,  Nath'l.  Hitchcock-  k,  Benjamin 
Cooley,'*  chosen  of  ye  church,  to  treat  with  Mr  Bridgham  rehiting  to 
his  principles,  and  all  soe,  relating  to  y«^  proposals  made  by  ye  town 
in  order  to  settlement  &  Sallery. 

March  23,  173G.  Voted  to  raise  Mr.  Bridgham's  Sallery  some- 
thing more. 

The  addition  proposed,  was  £5  each  year  after  the 
fourth  from  his  ordination,  until  the  sum  should  amount 
to  £140  ;  which  was  to  be  the  permanent  yearly  sala- 
ry. It  appears  that  two-thirds  of  this  were  to  be  paid 
in  the  products  of  the  farms.  Hence,  the  need  of  es- 
tablishing the  prices  of  such  products. 

April  13,  173 G.  Viz  :  First,  at  ye  time  of  Mr.  Bridgham's  <'all 
and  soe  then  ye  particulars  following  and  as  ye  prices  are  stated.  In- 
dian Corn,  5  s.  per.  bush.  Wheat,  10  s.  Rye,  7  s.  G  d.  Peas.  8.  s. 
Oats,  3.  s.  Mault,  G.  s.  Flax,  4.  d.  per.  pound  from  ye  swingle.  Pork, 
6.  d.  per.  pound.  Beef,  -t  d.  do.  Day's  labor,  one  half  the  year,  s.  ».V; 
one  half  5s.  Accepted  that  ye  above  be  ye  market  prices  at  lirimtield. 

To  these  proposals  Mr.  Bridgham  returned  the  fol- 
lowing answer,  so  brief,  modest  and  trustful,  that  we 
at  once  begin  to  revere  and  love  the  man. 

Gentlemen  ; 

It  is  with  Satisfaction  &  Gratitude  I  have  Received  your  call  to 
be  your  pastor ;  a  Work  which  I  acknowledge  My  Self  to  be  em- 
ployed In.  But  depending  upon  ye  Assistance  of  Christ.  bot,i  to 
Qualifie  me  for  it  cSc  to  Enable  me  faithfully  to  Discharge  it  I  Eo 
with  fear  &c  trembling,  accept  your  Call,  Depending  upon  Christ  \o 
Enable  me  to  be  faithful  in  his  service  ;  and  all  soe,  desiring  your 
prayers  to  God,  that  I  may  Come  amongst  you  in  ye  fullness  of  ye 
Blessings  of  ye  Gospel  of  Christ  &  yt  we  may  be  mutual  Helps  to 
one  Another  in  ye  way  to  ye  Heavenly  world.    And  Further,  I  do 


1  Resided  on  the  Treat  place,  where  Calvin  Ward  now  lives. 

2  Resided  first  on  Elbow  Brook,  (nigh  to)  where  he  had  a  saw  mill;  after- 
wards on  King's  Hill,  in  i?.Ionson. 

3  Great  grandfather  of  Jesse  Hitchcock,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  man 
who  came  with  a  family  to  the  town.  Uis  house,  probably  the  first  erected  in  town, 
stood  on  the  west  side"^of  the  way  to  IIul)bard"3  Hill,  ju5t  north  of  Braman  Sib- 
ley's. The  house  now  occupied  by  H.  F.  Brown,  and  sometimes  spoken  of 
as  Hitchcock's  first  dwelling,  was  built  at  a  subsequent  period,  on  a  lot  surveyed 
to  said  Hitchcock,  in  his  son's  right.    See  book  of  surveys  pg.  12-13. 

4  Hia  house  stood  where  B.  Sibley's  house  now  stands. 
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Depeml  ll,at  „  ,ile  I  am  among  you.  I  may  Be  supported  &  Main- 

Self^irT W  -™"^  -""y  Give  my 

nfn,V,L  ^  .  ^^■'"--'■e"nto  I  am  CalleU.  Soe  Gentlemen.  Com- 
n^nding  you  to  ye  g,ace  of  (^od  I  am  yr  luimble  serv't. 

James  Bridgiia^i. 
Juitfnexr'  ^  "^^^'^      liaveyc  ordination  on  ye  ninth  day  of 

mJm'V?  clnirch's  choice  of  ministers  to  ordain 

fpU   AT  °  n ^""-''^  ^'^  "^^"i^^^T  (viz)  Mr.  Baxter  of  Med- 

keid,  Mv.  Devotion  of  Suliield,  Mr.  Williams  of  Sprinatield,  Mr. 

Cheeney  of  Brooktield,  Mr.  Peabody  of  ]S'atick,  n-itirtheir  mes- 

senjrers.  ' 


Voted  to  do  something  more  to  ye  meeting  hou.se  for  Conveniency 
for  settmg  ye  People  in  ye  Ordination. 

Voted  yt  John  ]\IighilVi  William  Warriner^  &  Benjamin  Mor- 
gan, get  ye  gice  &  Boards  for  ye  gallerrys,  '5c  put  them  Into  their 
places. 

While  tlie  town  was  thus  liberal  in  providing  for 
their  new  miilister,  individual  members  of  the  church 
made  a  still  further  etibrt  in  his  behalf  The  people  of 
Brimfield  have  from  the  iirst,  been  noted  for  donations 
to  their  ministers.  We  doubt  however,  whether  the}- 
have  ever  made  One  of  ir.ore  suhlaniial  natiure  than 
this  to  which  we  now  refer. 


April  20, 173G.   To  y^  Proprietors  Assembled,  Ilumbley  Sheweth. 

That  we  ye  subscribers,  whose  names  are  Underwritten,  humbly 
pray,  that,  whereas  we  have  subscribed  to  give  Mr.  James  Bridgham 
the  number  of  acres  of  Land  Set  against  each  particular  man's  name 
for  ye  Encouraging  ye  said  Mr.  Bridgham  in  settling  in  yc  work  of 
ye  Ministry  in  said  town,  that  ye  Proprietors  give  a  Liberty  that 
ye  number  of  Acres  given  as  abovesaid,  may  Be  laid  out  in  one  In- 
tire  piece  as  may  be  convenient  for  ye  use  of  said  3L\  Bridgham,  in 
any  of  ye  common  undivided  lands  in  said  town,  Provided  we  De- 
duct as  many  acres  out  of  our  Divisions. 


1  Kesided  a  little  west  of  Harvey  Russel's,  at  the  turn  of  the  road ;  his  land 
joining  that  of  Fcter  Uaynes,  who  lived  on  the  hill  .south-west. 

-  Resided  on  the  road  leading:  north  from  the  town  street,  near  Rcnj.  Sher 
man's  ;  his  land  joining  that  of  Ebenezer  Graves  on  the  south. 
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Ichabod  Bliss,  "I  5  acres.  John  Stebbins,  10  acres. 

John  Russel,  G    "  John  Stebbms,  Jr./^  10  " 

Saral.  Bliss,2  7    "  Joseph  Blod-ett,  4 

Nathl.  Hitchcock,  10    "  Benj.  Mun,'  o  " 

Henry  Burt,  -  10    "  David  IMorgan,  10  = 

Timothy  Cohon.  ^  l(j  Daniel  Burt,  ^  10  " 


Sam'J.  Hubbard         'j  Joseph  Frost,  ;j  ^• 

William  Warriner,        5  acres. 
Voted  <Sc  allowed,  etc. 

These  105  acres  were  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Blodgett,  and  are  described  as  follows  : 

"  Said  land  lyeth  Situate  in  Xortherly  part  of  town,  Joyn- 
ing  in  part  by  Nath'I.-  jMillers'^d  Division  lot,  ^  partly  by  Sam'l. 
Bliss's  1st  Division  lot,  partly  by  Leonard  Hoar's  land  ;  beizinninir 
at  a  white  oak  tree  marked  N.  M.,  thence  to  a  stake  k,  stones,  &c  c." 

At  the  same  time,  Samuel,  ^'^  Seth,  David  and 
Joshua  Shaw,  ^'^  Moses^,  Aaron,  John  and  William  Nil- 
son,  ^'"^  John  Danielson,  Micah  Townsley,^'  George 
Erwin  and  Frustrum  Davis,  subscribed  47  1-2  acres 
of  land,  asking 

"  that  it  Be  laid  in  one  Intire  piece,  in  order  to  a  Settlement  for 
ye  first  minister  of  their  Persuasion  &  of  their  own  choosinix,  yt. 
God  in  his  good  providence  &  In  his  own  good  time  shall  Settle 
among  them  in  ye  work  of  ye  ministry  for  their  Edification  in  re- 
ligion &  true  christian  fliith." 

1  Lived  about  50  rods  west  of  Harvey  Fentoa's. 

2  Lived  where  William  Brown  lives— sold  to  Mr.  Dridgham,  and  removed  to 
the  north  part  of  the  town. 

3  Lived  where  John  Wjks  now  lives. 

4  House  lot  in  the  west  part,  not  far  from  Chicuppee  llivcr. 

5  Great  grandfather  of  N.  S.  Hubbard,  and  resided  on  the  same  farm. 

6  Lived  with  or  near  his  father,  north  of  Simeon  Coy's. 

7  Lived  on  King's  (east)  Hill,  iMonson  District. 

8  Grandfather  of  Julius  Burt,  and  lived  first  where  the  Pastor  now  lives,  but 
sold  ,to  John  Post,  Inn-holder,  and  removed  to  east  part,  Abm.  Charles. 

9  Lived  near  the  Elbow  of  Chicuppee.  Iviver. 

10  Lived  "  easterly  of  and  joyning  to  Chicuppee  Pviver." 

11  "  Said  Shaw's  land  lyes  near  to  the  meadow  called  Shaw's  meadow." 

12  Lived  "  betwixt  the  mountains,  his  land  lying  both  sides  of  Elbo.  Brook." 

13  The  Nilsons  resided  in  the  south  part  of  the  township,  on  the  way  to  Staf- 
ford. 

n  Danielson's  house  stood  in  the  orchard,  30  or  40  rods  north  of  Pea.  Paige's. 

15  Lived  at  the  Elbo.  of  Chicuppee  River. 

16  Lived  some  distance  south  of  Darius  Shaw's. 
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The  land  thus  given,  and  laid  out  in  one  piece, 
lyeth  on  both  sides  of  one  of  ye  branches  of  Chicup- 
pee  Brook/  soe  called,  beginning  at  a  stake,  &c." 

In  1784,  a  part  of  this  same  land  was  surveyed  and 
laid  out  to  Nicholas  Groves,  the  men  called  Church- 
men to  whom  it  was  originally  surveyed  havin^'-  never 
fulfilled  the  conditions,  and  it  now  lying  common." 
The  Persuasion"  of  these  men  is  here  indicated. 
They  w^ere  not  Puritans  of  the  congregational  order, 
but  probably  Scotch  Presbyterians,  in  sympathy  with, 
perhaps  companions  of,  those  who  settled  Palmer.- 

The  meeting  house  had  now  stood  nearly  sixteen 
years,  but  was  unfinished. 

May  23,  1738.  Voted  to  finish  ye  Pews  &  make  ye  Staires  up  In- 
to ye  Gallery  &  laye  ye  Gallery  lioors  *t  finish  ye  Seates  in  ye  Gal- 
lery. 

While  thus  diligent,  according  to  their  ability  in 
providing  conveniences  and  comforts  for  themselves, 
the  people  ^veYQ  not  less  mindful  of  their  beasts  of 
burden.  The  example  novr  quoted  is  worthy  to  be  im- 
itated. Some  one  has  called  "  horse  sheds"  an  impor- 
tant means  of  grace.  Certain  it  is  that  for  the  want  of 
them,  not  a  few  among  us,  absent  themselves  from  the 
public  services  of  the  Sabbath. 

March  12,  1739.  "We  ye  subscribers  humbly  pray,  that  whereas 
we  Live  some  Distance  from  meeting  cS>:  are  Obliged  to  have  our 
horses  Stand  all  ye  Sabbath  day  at  ye  meeting  house,  let  ye  Weather 
Be  never  soe  cold  cV.  stormy  or  whatsoever.  Therefore  we  humbly 
request  of  ye  town  a  Liberty  to  build  and  set  a  stable  in  some  conve- 
nient place  near  ye  meeting  house  to  set  our  horses  In,  on  ye  Sabbath 
days,  ^  it'  you  please  to  grant  our  request  you  will  oblige  y^  Humble 
Petitioners. 

Sam'l.  Bliss,  Joseph  Blodgett, 

Joseph  Hoar,  '''  James  Thompson, 

Dan'l.  Burt,  Leonard  Hoar,  Jr.,  ^ 

Nicolas  Groves,  ^ 

1  The  Brook  that  runs  through  the  centre  of  Monson. 

2  The  first  settlers  of  Palmer  were  Scotch  Tresbytcrians.  See  Cen.  Dis- 
course by  Thomas  Wilson. 

3  Lived  where  Solomon  Homer  now  lives. 
^  Lived  on  King's  Hill,  Monson. 
o  Lived  on  Thompson  Hill,  i.  e.    Dea.  Paige's  Hill. 
G  Lived  where  now  lives  Alured  Homer. 
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^  The  following  denial  of  petition  with  the  reasons  as- 
signed, throAvs  some  light  upon  the  ecclesiastical  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  town  at  that  time. 

Aug.  15,  1740.  Sundry  Inliabitanls  of  ye  Westerly  part  of 
BrookfielcU  some  of  Brimtield  «fc  Kinijstown  '-  Soe  Called,  huvin^ 
Petitioned  to  be  set  off  as  a  Separate  town. 

Voted  in  ye  Nep^ative  all  soe  for  reasons  followinir,  (viz :)  the 
meeting  house  in  Brimfield  is  set  in  ye  Easterly  part  of  said  town  cV. 
within  a  mile  k,  half  or  two  miles  of  Brookileld,  sou-west  corner  ^ 
&  Westerly  part  of  our  Townlyeth,  yt  is,  yc  Vv'esterly  inhabitants 
live  Soe  distant  yt  they  when  Able,  will,"  of  Necessity  be'sett  otf  from 
us  &  in  ye  Southerly  part  of  said  town  there  is  a  number  of  Ana- 
baptists, that  are  freed  in  ye  law  from  paying  for  ye  support  of  yo 
ministry^amongst  us,  Soe  that  if  ye  Northerly  part  of  our  town  be 
taken  off  it  will  Disenable  us  to  support  ye  ministry  amongst  us."' 

The  meeting  house  having  now  been  tarnished  with 
"  Pews  and  Seates;' 

March  IG,  174*^  Voted  to  choose  nine  persons  to  Seate  ye  meet- 
ing house  and  in  Doing  of  it,  to  have  Ivegard  to  age  k.  estate. 

Voted  that  Leonard  Hoar,  John  jMighill  &  Joseph  IMod.ijett,  be  a 
Committee  to  Dignifye  ye  Pews  &  Seates  in  ye  meeting  house. 

The  report  of  this  committee  assigned  the  following 
rank  to  the  "Pews  k  Seates."  1.  The  pew  next  the 
pulpit.'^  2.  The  pew  near  the  fore  door.  ^  3.  The  fore 
seat  and  the  N.  E.  corner  pew  erjual. 4.  The  pew  next 
the  corner  pew.  -3.  The  pew  at  right  hand  of  east  door : 
the  second  seat  below  and  the  fore  seat  in  the  gallery 
equal.  G.  The  pew  at  left  hand  of  east  door.  7.  The 
pew  under  the  stairs.  8.  The  third  seat  below. 
9.  The  'fourth  seat  below,  and  the  fore  seat  in  side 

1  Brookfield  then  included  the  easterly  part  of  Warren,  south  of  the  Chicup- 
pee  River. 

2  That  part  of  Palmerjoining  Chicuppce  Eiver,  and  setded  by  the  King  family. 

3  In  this  were  seated  John  Sherman,  X.ithl.  Hitchcock,  David  Hitchcock, 
Leonard  Hoar,  Benj.  Cooley  and  Nathan  Collins. 

•i  Joseph  llaynes,  Joseph  Blodj^ett,  James  Mirick,  Samuel  Ilubbarcl,  Joshua 
Shaw,  Thomas  Stcbbins,  Benj.  jMor;;an,  James  Thompson,  John  Keep  and 
Daniel  Graves. 

i>  Georcre  Erwin,  Peter  llaynes.  Deliverance  Brooks,  Ebcn.  Scott,  John  Nilson, 
William  Nilson,  -John  Stebbins,  John  Chaiies,  John  Webber,  William  Warri- 
ncr,  John  Mighill,  Joseph  Davis,  Daniel  Burt,  Nicholas  Groves,  Thomas  Ellin- 
wood,  Nathl.  Clark,  Benj.  Mua  and  Saml.  King;. 
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gallery.  10.  The  fifth  seat  below.  11  The  sixth  seat 
below. 

It  appears  that  there  were  pews  around  the  wall  of 
the  house,  and  "  seates"  in  the  centre.  And  while  the 
men  were  assigned  their  places  on  the  east  section  of  the 
house,  their  wives  occupied  corresponding  places  on 
the  other  section ;  in  accordance  with  an  early  vote, 
"  that  ye  women  sit  in  the  west  end  of  y^  house. 

April  13,  1748.  Voted  to  goe  oq  further  to  finish  ye  meeting- 
house. ° 

Voted  to  Laith  &:  plaster  from  yc  Pews  on  ye  side  upwards  and 
over  Head  on  ye  gice.  Subsequently 

Voted,  to  make  two  sash  v^-indows  on  ye  Back  side  of  ye  pulpit,  on 
each  side  of  ye  Post  there. 

The  first  entry  on  the  church  books  under  the  hand 
of  Mr.  Bridgham,  intimates  the  value  of  his  early  rec- 
ords, while  it  tells  us  of  their  destruction. 

"  N.  B.    All  was  lost  at  ye  burning  of  my  house  in  ye  year  1748." 

Mr.  Bridgham  wrote  out  anew  the  faith  and  covenant 
of  the  church,  and  probably  gathered  again  most  of  the 
names  of  church  members,  though  it  is  certain  that 
some  were  forgotten.  From  this  time  his  records  are 
brief  and  not  of  o:reat  value. 

Those  persons,  who  in  1734  had  declared  themselves 
Anabaptists,  now  received  large  accessions,  chielly,  if 
not  Avholly,  of  residents  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
The  declaration  was  in  175G,  signed  by  about  twenty 
others,  many  of  whom  had  but  recently  settled  in  town. 
These,  were,  Ebenr.  *Healy,  Israel  Walker,  Thomas 
Watson,  Gideon  Dimmuck,  Nath'l.  Cooley,  Edward  Cob, 
Jehiel  Munger,  Archibald  Graham,  Thos.  Watson,  Jr., 
Sam'l  Allen,  Benj.  Perrin,  Joel  Rogers,  John  Park, 
Nathan  Park,  Sam'l.  Moulton,  Enoch  Hides. 

March  14,  1757.  In  answer  to  a  petition  of  Anthony  Needham, 
Enoch  Hides  &  others,  in  ye  south  part  of  the  town  Baptists,  praying 
a  liberty  to  erect  a  meeting  house  in  ye  highway  y'  leadeth  to  Statrord, 
near  ye  dwelling  house  of  Ebenezer  Moulton.  Granted  by  vote  of 
ye  town. 
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The  house  was  erected  previous  to  1764  ;  probably 
about  ITGO  or  1762,  near  v»liere  the  present  Baptist 
meetmg  house  in  Wales  now  stands.  For  iiu'ther 
account  of  this  church,  see  App.  A. 

The  people  of  the  town  were  surely  though  slowl\', 
making  progress.  As  one  indication  of  this,  we  quote 
the  followino;: 

o 

Sept.  12,  1757.    Voted  to  scate  ye  meeting  house  again. 
Voted  to  seate  men  and  their  ivives  in  ye  Pews  together. 

The  following  also  illustrates  the  same  remark,  and 
further  indicates  that  the  zeal  of  the  strong-minded 
women  of  that  day,  expended  itself  in  an  appropriate 
direction.  We  cannot  say  but  that  it  also  implies  the 
popularity  of  the  preacher . 

Brimfield,  March  VI,  175D. 
We  ye  Petitioners,  Do  send  greeting  to  ye  Honorable  town  for 
several  Reasons.  We  do  humbly  beg  leave  of  your  Honors  that  you 
would  give  us  y«  place  over  women's  Staires  to  build  a  pew  upon 
our  owm  cost.  One  reason  we  give  is  that  We  are  Soe  crowded  at 
Sundry  times  that  we  Cant  hardly  get  a  seate  to  set  in,  &  ye  other 
Reason  is  that  Whereas  there  is  a  Pew  on  ye  other  side,  we  think 
reasonably  that  it  will  Beautifie  y-  house. 

Ruth  Russel,  Easter  Hoar, 

Margarett  Bliss,  Sarah  IMighill, 

Rose  Blashlleld,  Elizabeth  Sherman. 

Voted  &  allowed  &:c. 

In  1761,  a  petition  was  presented  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  south-east  part  of  the  to\vn,  to  be  set  oif 
as  a  separate  district.  The  west  line  of  the  district 
petitioned  for,  was  the  present  tbwn  line  of  Holland. 
Its  north  line  began  at  Joseph  Davis',  ^  and  ran  east  to 
the  Quinabaug. "  The  limits  petitioned  for,  included 
the  Janeses. The  reason  assigned  in  the  petition, 
was  the  inconvenience  of  attending  meeting  on  Sab- 
bath. 


1  The  Joseph  Browning  place. 

2  Elijah  the  father  of  Cvrus,  and  occupyinc^  the  same  place.  William,  livinc; 
where  VVm.  J.  Sherman  now  lives,  and  Jonathan  residing,'  on  Parson  Allen's 
place,  all  sons  of  William  Janes,  who  came  from  Lebanon. 
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Though  they  failed  in  their  petition,  they  began  to 
hold  meetings  in  that  part  of  the  district,  and  to  procure 
preaching,  tiiey  sought  assistance  from  the  town. 

Nov.  16,  17G1.  Voted  to  give  yc  Sou-east  part  of  ye  town  three 
pounds,  ten  shillings  to  help  them  Hire  preaching. 

No  further  aid  was  sought  or  given  in  consequence 
of  the  erection  of  the  whole  of  the  south  part  of  the 
town  into  a  separate  district,  durino;  the  foilowino- 
/G2. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  west  part  having  been  con- 
stituted adistrict(  1760),  and  having  erecte'd  a  meeting 
house  (17G2),  were  now  ready  to  have  a  church  organ- 
ized among  them. 

1  June  20,  1762.  Voted  to  dismiss  Thomas  Stebbins,  Saml.  King, 
Benj.  Mun  &  Josiah  Keep,  &  to  recommend  them  to  ye  council  to  be 
.convened  att  Monson,  as  proper  persons  to  be  Embodyed  with  oth- 
ers in  ye  formation  of  a  new  church. 

1  Aug.  22,  1762.  Dismissed  ye  AVidow  Hitchcock,  ye  Widow 
Keep  &  ye  wives  of  Thomas  Stebbins,  Benj.  Mun,  Eben'r  Merrick, 
Francis  Sykes,  Josiah  K*ep  &  Edmund  Hoar,  to  ye  church  in 
Monson. 

For  further  account  of  this  church,  see  App.  B 

It  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Bridgham  had  now  become 
too  much  enfeebled  for  the  full  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  place.  In  17G6,  a  council  was  called  to  adjust 
difficulties  which  had  arisen  probably  from  the  unwill- 
ingness of  the  people  to  continue  his  salary,  while  he 
was  unable  to  attend  to  his  appropriate  work.  Of  the 
doings  of  this  council,  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
Church  Ilecords.  The  warrant  for  a  town  meeting, 
dated  Feb.  20,  176G,  had  these  articles. 

To  see  if  y^  town  are  Satisfied  with  ye  Result      advice  of  y« 
late  council,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Bridgham,  5c  if  not,  then 

To  see  if  ye  town  will  come  into  any  Methods  to  remove  ye  pres- 
ent Dissatisfaction. 

At  the  meeting  thus  warned,  it  was, 
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Voted   that  ^ve  are  Satisfied  with  ye   Result  Sc  advice,  &c. 

In  Oct.  and  Dec.  of  this  year,  similar  articles  were 
acted  npon  with  like  result. 

The  occasional  meetings  in  the  south-east  part  of 
the  town  had  now  ])Gcome  regular,  a  church  having 
been  organized  in  17G5. 

1  Jan.  19,  177G.  Ye  wives  of  Moses  Lyon, 2  Eobert  Dunklee, 
Isaac  Foster,  John  BIsliop,  Trenance  Webber,  John  Webber,  Henry 
Webber  &  Ann  Bishop,  were  dismist  to  ye  churcli  in  South  Brim- 
field.    Also,  Robert  Dunklee,  &  Silas  Smith  &  wife. 

For  further  account  of  this  enterprise,  now  the 
church  in  Holjand,  see  App.  C. 

Meanwhile  dissatisfaction  with  the  ministrations  of 
Mr.  Bridgham  increased. 

Sept.  17,  17G7.  Voted  to  Desire  Mr.  Bridgham  to  lay  down 
preaching  in  town,  Sc  that  a  co|)y  of  this  vote  be  laid  before  him. 

This  vote,  indicates  we  presume,  not  any  diminution 
of  respect  and  aliection  for  Mr.;  Bridgham  as  a  man, 
but  rather  a  discontent  with  his  diminished  and  enfee- 
bled labors.  The  people  had  become  impatient  for 
some  arrangement  by  which  their  wants  could  be  more 
fully  met. 

March  14„  17G8.  On  motion  of  Nathan  Hoar,  &  others  praying 
that  Mr.  Worcester,  now  preaching  at  South  Brimfield,  be  admitted 
into  ye  Pulpit  to  preach  a  lecture  to  ye  people, 

Voted  that  ye  prayer  be  granted. 

During  the  summer  of  1768,  another  council  was 
called. 

Sept.  20, 17G8.  Voted  that  ye  town  are  satisfied  witli  what  ye  Late 
counsel  did  in  respect  to  Mr.  Bridgham. 

Jan.  19,  17G9.  The  question  ]')eing  whether  the  town  would  hire 
another  minister, 

Voted  not  to  Hire  another. 
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Voted  not  to  allow  the  aggrieved  part  of  ye  town  their  proportion 
of  ye  ministerial  tax. 

Other  attempts  to  secure  a  change  of  ministers 
proved  nnavaihng,  Mr.  Bridgham  performing  his  du- 
ties as  well  as  his  feeble  health  would  allow,  imtil  the 
close  of  1773. 

Dec.  14,  1773.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Bridgham  concerning  hiring  preaching  this  winter,  while  he  continues 
in  his  present  feeble  state,  (and  inquire)  wliether  he  will  Keiinquish 
any  part  of  his  Sallery  to  hire  preaching. 

Dqc.  21.  Tlie  committee  reported  tiiat  ^Ir.  Bridgham  was  wiiiin,:: 
the  town  should  Hire  preaching,  but  would  not  Ixelinquish  any  part 
of  his  Sallery  for  tliat  purpose. 

Voted  not  to  hire  preaching. 

Voted  not  to  continue  Mr.  Bridgham's  sallery  any  longer  at  £.S5. 

April  15,  1774.  Another  committee  having  been 
sent  to  discourse  ^\•ith  Mr.  Bridirham ,  he  returned  the 
followincr  written  answer : 

o 

To  the  ^Moderator  of  Town  Meeting  now  assembled. 

Being  appealed  to  by  a  committee  of  tlie  town  to  know  if  I  am 
willing  yc  town  should  Hire  Preaching,  this  is  to  Desire  you  to 
let  ye  town  know,  I  have  not  ye  slightest  objections  to  their  hireing 
preaching  if  they  think  Proper  so  to  do. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

James  BRiDGiiiUr. 

The  first  man  employed  in  accordance  with  the 
above  proposal,  was  so  happy  as  to  unite  the  hearts  of 
the  people. 

.  Sept.  13,  1774.  Voted  to  enjoin  the  committee  for  supplying 
the  pulpit  to  engage  Mr.  Williams,  who  is  now  preaching  for  us,  to 
preach  on  Probation. 

Oct.  27,  1774.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Nehemiah  Williams  a  call  to 
settle  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  Williams  £200  lawful  money  for  settlement. 
Allso  the  sum  of  £70  yearly,  soe  long  as  his  pastoral  connection 
shall  be  continued. 

This  offer  was  not  accepted,  therefore, 

Dec.  23,  1774.    Voted  to  add  £10  to  Mr.  Williams  salary,  to  com- 
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mence  six  years  from  his  ordination,  and  continue  so  long  as  he  shall 
continue  to  preach  in  town. 

Voted  to  concur  the  vote-  of  the  church  in  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  was  ordained  Feb.  0,  1775.  Thus 
ended  the  active  ministry  of*  Mr.  Briclgham.  He  re- 
tained his  place  as  senior  pastor  until  he  died,  Sept. 
17,  1776,  aged  (30  ;  having  accomphshed  a  ministry 
of  forty  years  in  connection  with  this  church.  It  may 
be  proper  here  to  refer  for  a  moment,  to  the  labors  of 
this  worthy  man,  and  their  probable  results.  How 
many  he  was  instrumental  in  gathering  into  the  church 
cannot  be  told.  He  made  no  parade  of  names  upon 
the  Church  Eecords.  Some  of  those  admitted  under 
his  ministry,  cannot  now  be  distmguished  from  those 
who  originally  constituted  the  church.  But  it  was  no 
small  success  to  have  preached  the  humbling  truths  of 
the  Gospel  so  long  with  no  serious  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  except  such  as  arose  from  his 
inability  to  labor.  That  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  its 
purity  may  be  inferred  from  the  records  of  the  church, 
of  which  the  following  indicates  the  faith  of  the  church 
from  its  organization,  and  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Bridgham's 
ministry.  It  has  no  date,  but  was  probably  the  faith 
and  covenant  of  the  church  from  the  first  of  his  min- 
istry. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  Called  of  God 
into  y«  chh.  state  of  yo  Gospel,  Do,  first  of  all,  confess  our  Selves 
unworthy  to  Bo  soe  highly  favored  of  ye  Lord,  &  admire  ye  free  cS.: 
rich  grace  of  His,  which  triumphs  over  soe  great  unworthiness,  lNc 
then  with  an  Humble  reliance  on  ye  aid  of  grace  therein  promised 
for  them,  that  in  a  sense  of  their  Inability  to  do  any  good  thing,  Do 
humbly  wait  on  him  for  all,  we  thankfully  Lay  hold  on  liis  Covenant 
and  woijd  choose  ye  things  yt  please  Him. 

We  declare  our  serious  Belief  in  ye  X'^  religion  as  contained  in 
ye  Sacred  scriptures,  heartily  resolving  to  conform  our  Lives  unto 
)e  rules  of  y«  holy  religion  as  long  as  we  Live. 

We  give  up  our  Selves  to  ye  Lord  Jehovah,  Father,  Son  &  Holy 
Ghost,  &  vouch  him  to  be  our  God,  Father  &  Leader,  &:  receive 
him  as  our  portion  forever. 

We  give  up  our  Selves  to  ye  Blessed  Jesus,  who  is  ye  Lord 
Jehovah,  and  adhere  to  him  as  yo  Head  of  his  people  in  ye  covenant 
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of  grace,  &  Rely  on  him  as  our  Prophet,  Priest  &  Kin^,  to  brin^  us 
to  eternal  Blessedness.  °  ° 

We  acknowledge  our  everlasting  obligation  to  glorify  our  C4od  in 
all  ye  duties  of  a  Crodly,  Sober  6c  righteous  life,  &  very  particularly 
in  ye  chb.  state,  and  a  Body  of  people  associated  for  an  obedience 
to  him  in  all  ye  ordinances  of  ye  Gospel. 

We  Desire.  Sc  intend,  engage  to  Walk  together  as  a  chh.  of 
Jesus  Christ,  in  ye  faith  &  order  of  y^  Gospel  soe  far  as  we  shall 
have  y  same  revealed  unto  us,  Conscientiously  aitendin^^  ve  Pub- 
lic worship  of  God,  ye  sacraments  of  ye  New 'Testament,  ye  Disci- 
pline of  his  kin^-dom  &  all  his  hoiy  institutions  in  common  with  one 
another,  A:  watchfully  avoiding  sintui  stumbling  Blocks  cV:  Contentions, 
as  becomes  a  people  whom  ye  Lord  hath  Bound  up  together  in 
ye  Bundle  of  Lite. 

Att  ye  same  time  we  do  allsoe  present  our  offspring  with  us  unto 
ye  ^  Lord,  purposing  with  his  help  to  do  our  Part  in  y^  method  of  a 
religious  Education  y  tliey  may  be  y?  Lord's. 

And  all  this  we  Do,  flying  to  ye  Blood  of  ye  everlasting  covenant 
for  ye  pardon  of  our  many  errors  iV".  praying  y-  ye  glorious^Lord  who 
is  yt  Great  Shepherd,  will  prepare  and  strengthen  us  for  every  good 
Work  to  do  his  will,  to  whom  Be  glory  forever.  Amen. 

In  such  terms,  as  definite  as  those  times  required, 
did  the  fathers  of  this  church  express  their  faitii.  In 
the  love  and  practice  of  such  a  taith  Mr.  Bridgham 
Hved,  until  called  to  his  heavenly  rest.  He  died  and 
was  buried  among  his  own  people,  and  his  memory  was 
embalmed  in  their  best  alTections.  He  resided  on  the 
place  where  Mi\  Wm.  Brovrn  now  lives.  The  garden 
attached  to  his  premises  was  reputed  the  finest  m 
the  region.  An  old  grape  vine,  and  a  species  of  white 
strawberry,  said  to  have  been  planted  by  him,  are  still 
firrowincr  in  it.  lie  was  twice  married,  and  had  nine 
children ;  five  of  whom  lived  to  mature  age — James, 
who  continued  to  reside  on  the  old  place  some  time  af- 
ter his  fiither  s  decease,  Ebenezer.  Jonathan,  Thomas 
and  Mercy,  who  married  Eev.  Josiah  Dana,  Oct.,  17GS. 

Mr.  AVilliams  began  his  ministry  by  securing  anew 
the  signature  of  most  of  the  members  of  his  church 
to  the  above  covenant.  The  following,  also  indicates 
his  desire  to  promote  the  -religious  good  of  his  people. 

1  March  17,  1775.    Whereas,  many  persons  hold  a  relation  to  this 
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church,  (a  relation  designated  by  the  term  Half-way  covenant.)  and 
the  church  has  been  in  doubt  as  to  their  duty  towards  such,  after  due 
deliberation, 

Voted  unanimously,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  church,  such  per- 
sons are  members  of  the  church,  and  consequently  under  the  same 
watch  and  care  with  those  who  come  up  to  the  Lord's  table.  And, 

Whereas,  there  has  been  neglect  in  watching  over  such  persons, 

Voted,  to  overlook  and  forgive  such  persons  as  have  behaved  them- 
selves amiss,  and  to  be  more  watchful  over  one  another  for  the  future. 

This  action  of  the  church,  though  ^vell  meant,  wa.s  a 
source  of  trouble  ;  as  Avill  appear  in  the  sequel. 

So  heartily  and  acceptaljly  did  Mr.  Yy^illiams  enter 
upon  and  prosecute  his  ministry^  that  little  is  found  on 
the  town  records  respecting  him,  save  the  yearly  appro- 
priation of  his  salary.  lie  began  his  labors  here  in 
troublous  times.  The  attention  of  the  people  was 
engrossed  in  their  controvers}'  with  Great  Britian. 
The  finances  of  the  colonies  were  becoming  sadly  em- 
barassed.  The  salary  which  they  had  agreed  to  pay 
their  pastor,  became  almost  vahieless.  To  remedy  the 
evil,  they  endeavored  to  supply  in  quantity  what  was 
wanting  in  value. 

Nov.  29,  1779.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Williams  £1500  for  present 
and  back  services. 

As  indicating  the  same  depreciation  of  currency 
£1000  were  at'the  same  time  voted  for  schools. 

The  methods  of  public  worship,  especially  of  singing, 
were  in  those  days  the  subject  of  much  controversy. 

1  Aug.  31,  1781.  Voted  that  an  advisory  address  le  presented 
to  the  singers,  the  purport  of  wliich  ir,  that  the  Psalm  lo  be  sung 
be  read.  Hue  by  line  in  the  forenoon,  but  not  in  the  afternoon,  and 
that  no  repeating  tune  be  sung  in  the  forenoon  but  may  be  in  the 
afternoon.  Provided  no  pan  be  repeated  over  more  than  is  necessary. 

^  July  o,  1785.  Voted  to  make  u^e  of  Dr.  Watts'  version  of  the 
Psalms  &  also  his  Hymns,  in  public  worship. 

This  subject  of  singing  was  frequently  up  for  discus- 
sion. The' town  and  "^church  were  not  always  agreed 
respecting  it. 
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Oct.  19,  1789.  Voted  (town  meeting)  that  the  singers  for  the 
future  shall  sing  \\  ithout  reading. 

Again  the  cliurcli  took  action  which  betrays  the  lax- 
ity of  their  yiews  respecting  church  membership, 
though  in  this  particular  their  position  was  that  of 
most  other  churches  of  the  Commonwealth. 

1  June  1,  1789.  Voted  to  renew  the  first  vote,  passed  March 
17,  1775,  that  such  as  have  owned  and  received  the  Baptismal  Cov- 
enant, and  received  Baptism  for  themselves  or  children,  are  mem- 
bers of  this  church  and  under  its  watch  and  care,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  each  to  come  to  the  communion. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  case 
of  such  and  urge  them  to  come  to  full  church  priyileges. 

The  meeting  house  had  now  become  so  dilapidated 
as  to  be  hardly  lit  for  use.  It  had  always  been  small 
and  inconyenient.  The  first  moyement  towards  the 
erection  of  a  new  house  is  found  in  the  following  arti- 
cle of  a  warrant  for  town  meeting; : 

Feb.  25,  1792.  To  see  if  the  town  will  enter  into  a  free  con- 
versation relative  to  building  a  new  meeting  house." 

This  article  was  passed  oyer  without  action : 

March  9,  1795.  Voted  to  build  a  new  meeting  house  at  some 
future  period. 

Mr.  Williams  appears  to  haye  been  incapacitated  for 
preaching  early  in  the  Sumnxer  of  the  following  year. 

June  20,  179G.  Voted  to  hire  preaching  and  raise  £20  for  that 
purpose. 

He  died  on  the  2Gth  of  the  following  Noyember, 
aged  48.  The  town  yoted  to  continue  his  salary  to 
his  widow  for  four  months,  .-he  meanwhile  supplying 
the  pulpit  probably  through  the  kind  offices  of  neigh- 
boring clergymen.  Death  called  Mr.  Williams  from 
his  work  while  lie  was  in  the  yigor  of  his  days  and  at 
the  height  of  his  usefulness.  Had  his  life  been  spared, 
there  avixs  no  reason  why  he  might  not  haye  retained 
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liis  place  as  long  as  did  his  worthy  predecessor.  His 
character  and  influence  were  such  as  did  not  soon 
wear  out.  Of  respectable  talents,  of  earnest  piety, 
and  more  than  usual  industry,  he  kept  the  church 
united  and  growing  through  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
the  most  unfiivorable  to  piety  of  any  that  our  country 
has  seen.  The  times  immediately  succeeding  his  set- 
tlement were  revokitionary.  From  the  close  of  the 
revolution  till  the  close  of  the  century,  the  churches 
did  not  recover  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  war 
Intercourse  of  Americans  with  foreign  troops,  and  a 
general  neglect  of  the  Sab])ath,  lowered  the  tone  of 
public  morals  and  rendered  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
in  a  great  degree  powerless.  Brimfield.  though  inland 
and  quiet,  did  not  escape  these  irreligious  intluences. 
Yet  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties  Mr.  Williams  made 
progress.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  added 
to  the  church  daring  his  ministry.  Nor  did  any  serious 
defection  occm-  to  furnish  materials  for  strife  in  subse- 
quent years.  To  those  who  become  familiar  with  his 
character,  this  will  not  appear  strange.  He  was  emin- 
ently judicious  in  his  preaching  and  practice.  While 
an  acceptable  preacher,  he  probably  gained  his  greatest 
influences  as  a  wise  and  reliable  Christian  pastor.  After 
his  best  efforts  in  the  pulpit,  his  hearers  ielt  that  there 
was  more  in  the  man  to  be  revered  and  loved  than 
they  had  seen  or  heard  in  the  sermon.  x\fter  his 
decease  a  volu  ne  of  his*  sermons  was  published,  some 
copies  of  which  still  exist.  These  sermons,  fourteen 
in  number,  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  a  fair  index  of 
the  spirit  of  their  author  and  his  ability  in  the  pulpit. 
They  are  simple  in  plan,  full  of  wholesome  truth 
expressed  with  directness  and  somethnes  with  consid- 
erable power.  Mr.  Williams  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
Chester  Williams  of  Hadley,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  17G9.  He  resided  where  Mr.  James  H.  Brown  now 
lives,  the  old  house  having  been  consumed  by  lire  in 
1837.  He  had  ten  chiktren,  some  of  whom  became 
prominent  citizens  in  town. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  any  records,  however  full, 
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could  reproduce  before  us  the  exciting  scenes  in  church 
and  town  which  transpired- during'the  eight  or  ten 
years  succeedhig  the  peaceful  niini.^: ry  of  Mi\  Williams. 
.More  ample  records  might,  however,  tlirow  light  upon 
some  things  which  now  seem  strange. 

_  May  1,  1707.  Voted  that  the  commiUee  ibr  supplying  the  pulpit 
liire  and  procure  Rev.  Clark  Brown  to  preach  upon  probation. 

^  Nov.  20,  1707.  After  due  consideration  the  church  voted  to 
;,'ive  Rev.  Clark  Brown  a  call  to  take  charge  of  this  church  as  a 
Gospel  minister. 

On  the  same  day  the  town  voted  to  join  in  this  call 
and  give  Mr.  Brown  ^W)  yearly.  These  proposals 
Mr.  Brown  accepted  on  condition  that  the  relation  be 
dissolved  by  council  when  either  party  desired  it,  pro- 
vided the  other  party  could  show  no  sutricient  reason 
for  its  continuance,  in  concludini:^:  his  letter  Mr.  Brown 
says^  ^*  the  call  is  accepted  under  a  full  persuasion  that 
the  gentlemen  of  tlie  town  are  convinced  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  erecting  ;i  new  meeting  house, 
for  the}-  must  be  sensible  that  this  house  is  not  only 
inconvenient  for  those  who  attend,  and  excludes  many 
who  would  attend  when  the  weather  is  suitable,  but  it 
must  be^  and  certainly  is,  highly  injurious  to  the  health 
of  a  speaker  of  the  best  constitution,  much  more  so 
to  one  whose  constitution  is  naturally  feeble  and 
delicate.'' 

Meanwhile,  even  before  his  installation,  he  set  hhu- 
self  to  alter  the  terms  of  admission  to  the  church. 

I  Dec.  oi,  1707.  After  church  service  Mr.  Brown  read  a  con- 
fession of  fiiith  w)  ;ch  he  wished  to  have  adopted,  if  he  should  settle 
in  the  ministry  in  tliis  place.    Its  adoption  was  moved  and  voted. 

This  confession  is  found  on  the  church  records.  It 
is  objectionable  ;is  deficied,  rather  than  as  positively 
eiToneous. 

March  12,  1706.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  make  i)rovi-ion 
for  the  council  who  are  to  be  called  to  instal  Rev.  Clark  Brown. 
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1  The  council  consisted  of  pastors  and  dele<rates  from  Brooktield, 
Western,  Sturbridge,  Monson,  Palmer,  Holland,  and  Stoninirton, 
Ct.  They  met  Feb.  27,  1798.  Alter  organization  and  examination 
of  papers,  they 

Voted,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  church  and  town  have  been 
regular.    Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

Feb.  28.  Proceeded  to  consider  objections  to  Mr.  Brown's 
installment. 

^  It  is  not  necessary  hero  to  enumerate  these  objec- 
tions, nor  to  speak  of  tlie  action  of  the  council  upon 
each.  The  most  important  had  respect  to  the  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Brown,  chiefly  to  his  \dews  of  the  divinity 
of  Christ  and  future  punishment.  In  conclusion  it  wos 
iinanimouslfj 

Voted,  That  the  council  do  not  see  their  way  clear  to  proceed  to 
the  installation  of  Rev.  Clark  Brown. 

This  unanimous  resuU  of  coiuicii  is  noieworthy. 
inasmuch  as  the  churcli  in  Stonington.  Mr.  Brown's 
native  phice,  was  represented  in  it  by  pastor  and 
deleo:ate. 

While  the  question  was  pending,  the  people  had 
assembled  for  the  services  of  installation.  After  much 
delay,  Mr.  Brown  foreseeing  the  result,  informed  the 
council  that  they  had  been  invited  out  of  respect  to 
the  churches,  but  that  he  and  the  town  had  legal 
powers  which  they  should  use.  He  then  formally 
withdrew  his  case  from  the  decision  of  the  council.  - 

March  12,  1798.    Town  voted  to  renew  the  call  to  Mr.  lirown. 

,    ^   March  lu.    The  church  voted  not  to  renew^  the  call,  11  to  \). 

Also,  voted  to  accept  the  doings  of  the  late  council,  11  to  'J. 

Also,  voted  to  let  matters  rest,  no  members  to  be  admitted  until 
the  church  agree  on  some  method  to  proceed. 

April  2,  1798.  Town  voted  to  direct  the  committee  previously 
1  Result  of  Council :  Pamphlet. 

-  See  "  Emigration  of  Popery"  and  other  pamphlets,  evidently  '*  Tracts  for 
those  Times. 
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appointed  for  making  preparations  for  a  council,  to  ask  the  advice  of 
some  clergyman  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  will  be  proper  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  instaUation  of  Mv.  Brown,  giving  them  a  true  statement 
..Mheea.etVonUhe...  ^  1823848 

jSow  was  seen  the  error  of  the  vote  passed  by  the 
church  imder  the  mmistry  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  which 
reference  has  been  mado.*^  By  the  aid  of  some  who 
were  connected  witli  the  church  only  by  the  "  haU* 
way  covenant;'  that  is,  who  had  received  baptism  for 
themselves  or  children,  but  had  not  come  to  the  Lord's 
table,  in  full  communion,  it  was 

^  May  21,  1798,  Voted,  to  receive  Mr.  David  Bugbee  and  wife, 
as  members  of  the  cliurch. 

This  addition,  with  the  aid  above  mentioned,  changed 
the  position  of  the  church  towards  Mr.  Brown.  At 
the  same  meetino\ 

Voted  to  renew  the  call  to  I\Ir.  Brown.  Also, 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the 
towm  in  calling  a  council. 

This  renevral  of  the  call  ?dr.  Brown  accepted.  After 
explaining  the  conditions  which  lie  had  specified  in  ii 
former  note,  he  pays  the  following  just  tribute  to  the 
memoiy  of  his  predecessor,  uttering  at  the  same  time 
doubtless  his  sincere  wisli  for  the  harmonv  of  the 
people  : 

"  Having  thus  accepted  your  invitation,  I  would  observe  that  with 
pleasing  emotions  I  have  noticed  the  respect  with  which  you  have 
spoken  of  your  worthy  pastor  now  gone  down  to  the  silent  grave,  no 
more  to  return  to  his  family  and  people.  Judging  from  the  attention 
and  respect  paid  to  him  during  a  course  of  above  twenty  years,  1 
have  reasons  sullicient,  provided  I  follow  his  amiable  and  virtuous 
example,  to  promise  myself  much  pleasure  and  peace  and  happiness 
among  you.  May  we  study  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and 
that  will  advance  the  Redeemer's  kingdom."' 

Mr.  Brown  was  installed  June  0,  1708.  The  instal- 
lino;  council  was  selected  from  those  who  would  not  be 
expected  to  object  to  his  doctrinal  views.  No  records 
of  the  council  remain. 
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The  scanty  records  of  Mr.  Brown's  ministry  contain 
occasional  references  to  the  ^*  aggrieved."  and  seem  to 
express  snrprise  and  impatience  on  hi?  part  that  any 
of  the  chnrch  shonld  so  bigoted  as  to  withdraw 
from  his  communion.  Possessed  of  considerable  sell- 
esteem,  and  perhaps  elated  with  the  liattering  atten- 
tions of  the  town,  he  fell  into  the  error  of  supposing 
that  doctrines  Avhich  lir  lightly  esteemed  were  of  no 
consequence  to  any  one.  There  were  not  afewintlu^ 
church,  howxver,  wdio  had  l)ecome  warmly  attached 
to  those  evangelical  sentiments,  which  had  been 
preached  from  the  settlement  of  the  tovcn.  As  a  matter 
of  principle,  to  say  nothing  of  feeling,  they  could  not 
consent  that  these  tioctrines,  some  of  which  furnished 
the  life-lilood  of  their  piety,  should  ]3e  denied  or  over- 
looked. They  tried  various  exj^edients  to  secure  a 
redress  of  grievances.  They  urged  that  some  who 
voted  to  renew  the  call  to  Mr.  Brown  wta-e  not  in  any 
proper  sense  members  of  tlie  church.  They  made  a 
free  use  of  reports  in  circulation,  affecting  Mr.  Brown's 
ministerial  cliaracter.  Imprudences  on  his  part,  of 
which  thei'e  were  not  w.  few,  were  magnified.  This 
provoked  crimination  in  return.  Upon  the  sad  partic- 
ulars of  tlie  controversy  it  is  not  needful  to  dw^ell. 
The  whole  town  was  on  fire  with  it.  Words  w^ere 
uttered  on  both  sides  wdiich  were  afterwards  bitterly 
regretted.  And  saddest  of  all,  the  minister  was  as 
deeply  involved  in  this  bitterness  of  feeling  and 
expression  as  any  of  the  people. 

Jau.  2,  1800.  TIu>  town  voted  not  to  refer  the  difliculties  to  n 
mutual  council. 

The  church  had  previously  passed  a  similar  vote. 
The  "opposition,"  finding  ah  their  elibrts  to  recover 
their  rights  vain,  next  petitioned  the  (general  Court 
be  incorporated  as  a  separate  parish.  Previous  and 
subsequently  to  this  time  they  held  their  meetings  in 
private  houses,  chieily- at  Mr.  Noah  llitchcockV.  The 
probability  of  their  "petition  being  granted,  brought 
the  majority  to  reflection. 


THE  CHURCTI  IN  BRDrFlELT». 


37 


Aug.  20,  1800.  Voted  to  choose  a  comniittee  to  make  a  true  and 
tail-  representation  of  the  situation  of  the  town  and  of  the  "  opposi- 
tion," who  liave  petirioned  tlie  General  Court  to  be  incorporated  as  n 
parish. 

Chose  Al>ner  Morgan,  Anron  ^Morgan,  and  Josepli  Brownins:,  as 
the  committee. 

When  the  petition  ctiine  before  the  (General  Court's 
connnittee  for  the  incorporation  of  parishes,  remon- 
strance was  made  by  the  town  through  tlieir  agents. 
As  a  compromise  it  seems  to  have  l)ee"n  agreed  before 
the  committee  that  the  matters  in  dispute  should  be 
referred  to  a  mutual  council.  The  aggrieved  ** 
evidently  imderstood  that  the  proposed  council  were 
to  have  full  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  and  with  this 
understanding  withdrew  their  petition. 

March  'J,  1801.  Voted  that  the  town  arc  willing  that  Rev.  Clark 
r>rown  and  tlie  ^'aggrieved"  should  settle  their  difiieulties  bv  a 
mutual  coinieil  nt  their  own  expense. 

The  council  was  convened  by  letters  missive  from 
Rev.  Clarlv  Brown  on  the  one  part,  Issachar  Brown, 
Alexander  Sessions  and  Bartholomew  Brov/n,  on  the 
other.  ^  It  consisted  of  the  following  clergymen  with 
their  delegates  :  Rev.  Eliab  Stone  of  2d  church  in 
Reading,  Rev.  Dr.  Parsons  of  Amherst,  Rev.  Samuel 
Kendall  of  Weston,  Rev.  Samuel  Austin  of  Worcestei*. 
Rev.  Dr.  Morse  of  Charlestown,  Rev.  Mr.  Goodrich  of 
Rutland,  and  Rev.  John  T.  Kirtland  of  South  Boston. 
Most  of  these  were  men  who,  for  ability  and  integrity, 
had  few  superiors  in  the  State.  They  were,  moreover, 
strangers  to  the  difticulties  which  they  were  called  to 
settle.  They  met  in  council  March  12,  1801.  and 
continued  by  adjournment  till  the  ISth. 

The  first  question  before  them  had  respect  to  the 
parties  in  controversy.  The  -aggrieved"  athrmed 
that  Mr.  Brown  and  his  adherents  were  one  party  and 
themselves  the  other.    The  adherents  of  Ml-.  Brown 

1  Sec  "Poingsof  an  Kcclesiastical  Council  holdcn  in  Crimfield,  Mtiroli  \-2, 
1801." 

2  Sea  Result  of  Council  :  Pampidet. 
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contended  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  th(- 
conncil.  ^  It  was  decided  that  the  town  having  chosen 
a  committee  to  confer  with  any  committee  of  the 
^aggrieved'  for  the  adjustment  of  difficulties,  also  to 
oppose  the  petition  of  the  ^aggrieved.'  and  their  agent 
having  consented,  agreeably  to  advice  of  tlie  Court's 
committee,  to  submit  the  matter  to  a  mutual  council, 
and  the  selectmen  having  consented  to  this  mode  of 
terminating  an  unhappy  controversy,  therefore,  the 
council  have  a  right  to  consider  the  town  as  united 
with  Mr.  Brown  in  the  determination  and  issue  of  th(^ 
council."  This  preliminary  question  being  thus  dis- 
posed of,  the  council  proceeded  in  their  investigations. 
Charges  were  preferred  against  Mr.  Brown,  of  **  deny- 
ing the  divinity  of  Christ,"  of  a  disposition  to  denmie 
his  opposers,"'  of  not  keeping  the  Sabbath,"  and  "  of 
irregular  introduction  to  the  ministry  in  this  place." 
The  council  decided  that,  in  respect  to  the  first  charge, 
'  the  "  aggrieved '  had   cause  for  complaint  ;"  also. 

that  Mr.  Brown  had  suffered  himself  to  indulge  in 
ungenerous  and  defamatory  reproaches  of  the  council 
first  invited ;"  also,  that  his  conduct  in  regard  to 
keeping  the  Sabbath,  amusements,  c^c,  had  been  such 
as  to  give  reasonable  oilence  to  the  friends  of  order 
and  piety  ;"  also, that  the  proceedings  of  the  instal- 
ling council  were  irregular  and  ought  to  be  considered 
ecclesiastically  null  and  void."  ^  The  council  declare 
it  as  their  solemn  opinion  that  there  is  but  little  pros- 
pect of  peace,  while  the  cause  of  difficulty  remains. 
They  therefore  advise  Mr.  Brown  to  seek  a  dissolu- 
tion of  his  connection  with  the  people,  and  advise  the 
people  to  consent  to  the  measure.  They  subjohi  the 
following  observations,  which  are  so  finely  expressed, 
that  we  may  be  excused  for  quoting  in  part : 

"  It  is  witli  sincere  regret  that  tlie  council  see  a  respectable  town, 
favorably  situated,  enriched  with  the  bounties  of  nature,  and  once 
happy  in  its  relij^ious  order  and  enjoyments,  under  the  ministrations 
.    of  an  amiable  servant  of  Christ,  now  sleeping  with  his  fathers,  uis- 


^  The  call  to  Mr.  Browa  was  made  out,  it  will  be  remembered,  by  the  votes  of 
several  "  Halfway  covenanters." 
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ti-acted  with  divisions,  and  miserable  from  the  want  of  a  Avill  to  be 
luippy.  Long  experience  hath  taught  you  christian  bretheren  and 
friends,  more  forcibly  than  any  verbal  description  can  communicate, 
the  sad  detail  of  infelicities  which  are  inseparably  attached  to  the 
heat  of  controversy  and  the  obstinacy  of  passion.  Will  you  not  re- 
tire from  this  tempest  into  the  calm  haven  of  a  settled  and  friendly 
repose.  Meet  on  Christian  principles  and  under  the  inliuence  of  a 
Christian  spirit,  and  you  Avill  meet  to  be  cordial  and  happy.  The 
demon  of  discord  will  vanish  from  your  public  and  domestic  circles, 
and  every  countenance  will  gladden  into  joy.  The  council  do  not 
suppose  that  their  result  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  both 
parties.  One  at  least  will  probably  be  disgusted.  It  may  terminate 
in  the  displeasure  of  both.  But  they  claim  a  right  to  the  best 
interpretation  of  their  course,  and  calculate  upon  the  honorable 
performance  of  stipulated  duty."  ^ 

To  Mr.  Brown,  they  address  themselves  us  follows : 

••  We  most  sincerely  sympathize  Avith  you  in  the  alHiction  into 
which  you  are  plunged,  and  the  unpleasant  prospects  which  our 
decisions  may  not  improbably  open  to  your  view.  But  to  exonerate 
you  from  great  blame,  as  the  voluntary  cause  of  them,  would  be  to 
alter  the  complexion  of  our  result  and  trille  with  the  most  deliberate 
sentiments  of  our  minds."  ^ 

To  this  result  Mr.  Brown  published  a  bitter  reply. 
On  the  23d  of  March,  he  presented  a  request  for  dis- 
mission, agreably  to  advice  given.  In  making  liis  re- 
quest, he  reviewed  all  the  proceedings,  re-aftirming  his 
own  integrity,  and.  throwing  out  a  hint,  (whether  de- 
signed or  not  I  cannot  say, )  respecting  the  continuance 
of  his  ministrations  to  such  as  would  still  adhere  to 
him.  Neither  town  or  church  yielded  to  his  rec[uest 
for  dismission  until  Sept.,  180-3.  In  the  inter^\al  he 
continued  his  labors,  and  his  opponents  renewed  their 
petition  for  an  act  of  incorporation. 

xVpril  6,  ISOl.  Voted  that  this  town  did  not  authorize  the  late 
council  to  make  them  a  party  with  Rev.  Clark  Brown  in  liis  contro- 
versy with  the  aggrieved ;  that  said  council  had  no  right  to  make 
themselves  guardians  of  the  town,  and  that  their  attempting  to  do  so 
is  for  the  want  of  information,  or  a  desire  to  extend  then-  power 
beyond  its  due  limits. 

May  -1,  1801.  Voted  that  Rev.  Clark  Brown  be  our  representa- 
tive for  the  ensuing  year. 


3  See  Result  of  Council. 
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May  25,  18U1.  A'oted  that  tlioc>c  per^ous  who  Imve  petitioned 
the  General  Court  to  be  iucorporaiccl  as  a  parish  may  iur...r- 
porated,  on  condition  tliey  will  build  a  inectinj:  l»ou-e  and  M  itb>  a 
minister,  or  l»e  in  a  coiulition  to  settle  one. 

While  thus  eiiguged  in  strite,  tiiu  people  iiiiist  have 
often  thought  of  those  peaceable  and  amiable  men  ^vlio 
had  ministered  to  their  lathers  and  to  them  for  sixt y 
years. 

March  8,  1802.  On  petition  of  JCnos  Hitehcuck,  voted  that  the 
town  will  procure  urave  stones  for  the  -^rave  of  Rox.  Nehomiaii 
Williams.  Also, 

On  petition  of  .Joseph  lirowning,  voted  to  purchase  stones  fbi-  I  lie 
grave  of  Rev.  James  Bridiiliam. 

May  o,  ISO'].  Kev.  Clark  l5rovvn  chosen  representative  to  go 
to  General  Court. 

The     opposition'  had  already  eonnueneed  a  suit 
against  the  town  for  rlamages,  in  being  assessed  to 
the  ministerial  tax.  Therefore. 

Voted  to  choose  a  connniitee  to  detend  the  town  in  this  action,  or 
any  that  may  be  brought  agninstthe  town  or  assessors. 

The  town  ii-aincd  their  case  in  this  suit,  luit  it  beuuii 
to  be  apparent  to  them  that  longer  persistence  in  their 
course  would  only  be  detrimental  to  themselves  and 
their  minister. 

Sept.  2,  l8Uo.  Voted  tlial  the  town  will  dispense  with  the 
services  of  Rev.  Clark  lirown  after  the  third  Sabbath  in  Oct.  next. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  express  the  good 
will,  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  town  respecting  3Ir.  Firown.  and 
give  the  same  to  him  in  writing  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

1  Oct.  o,  ISO'J.  Cinircli  voted  to  ji.in  with  3Ir.  lirown  in  calling 
a  council  to  dismiss  him. 

Voted  to  invite  ist  church  in  Boston,  the  church  in  Lancaster.  2d 
church  in  AVorcester,  2d  c'hurcli  in  IJrooktield,  and  the^  church  in 
Springiield. 

Pastors  from  some  of  these  churehe^,  met  Xo\  *J. 
1803.  It  does  not  tippear  that  they  organized  them- 
selves as  a  couneil.    They  perhaps  did  not  wish  by  a 

i  Charch  Kecords. 
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regular  and  formal  dismissal  of  Mr.  Brown  to  set  aside 
the  decision  of  the  previous  council  respecting  the  ir- 
regularity of  his  installation.  Tlie  following'^  is  the 
record  of  the  action  of  the  church : 

.  ^  Nov.  2,  1803.  Church  met  and  chose  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft 
moderator  for  the  dav. 

Voted  unanimously  that  the  pastoral  rekUlon  between  Rev.  Clark 
Brown  and  this  church  be  <Us3olved. 

Aaron  Bancroft,  Mod. 

Thus  ended  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Brown  in  Brimfield. 
He  was  a  native  of  Stonington,  Ct.  He  was  ordained 
at  Boston,  Oct,  7/  1795,  as  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Machias,  Me.  •*  He  tliere  reformed  the  articles  of  faith, 
abrogating  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity  and  total  de- 
pravity, and  admitting  persons  to  the  communion 
without  any  evidence  of  regeneration.  About  half 
of  the  church  refused  to  unite  with  it  in  its  new  fomi. 
and  were  suspended  from  church  privileges."  -  Dis- 
missed from  Machias,  he  was  installed  here  June,  1798. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Motlat,  of  this 
town. 

^  Dec.  1, 179y.  Lord's  day  afternoon,  Clark  Brown  and  Tabba 
Moffat  married  in  the  meeting  house  by  Rev.  Joel  Foster  of  New 
Salem." 

He  resided  where  Elijah  Tarbell  now  lives,  and  had 
two  sons  while  a  resident  in  town.  He  subsequently 
preached  in  Swanzy,  N.  H.,  and  Orange,  Mass.,  but  w^as 
never  again  settled.  "  He  died  in  Maryland,  Jan.  12, 
1817,  aged  45."' 

Mr.  Brown  had  a  mind  of  considerable  strength, 
and  more  than  usual  activity^  but  he  needed  for  its 
most  happy  and  useful  development,  a  more  rigid 
course  of  discipline  than  it  was  ever  his  fortune ^  to 
enjoy.  His  manners  were  popular,  and  his  preaching 
highly  entertaining  to  those  who  s^Tupathised  with  his 
religious  views.    A  few.  published  discourses  indicate 

1  Church  Records. 
*^  HampJen  Pulpit. 
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that  he  was  remarkable  for  fluency,  but  wanting  in 
accuracy  and  directness. 

In  respect  to  the  unhappy  controversy,  which  his 
ministry  here  occasioned,  perhaps  the  following  posi- 
tions will  commend  themselves  to  all  as  just : 

1.  It  seems  cleai'  beyond  dispute,  that  Mr.  Brown's 
religious  sentiments  afforded  just  ground  for  opposi- 
tion to  his  settlement.  The  church,  from  its  organiza- 
tion had  been  strictly  evangelicaL  No  open  attempt 
was  made  to  change  its  name  and  character.  Had 
such  a  purpose  been  plainly  avow^ed  and  carried  by  o 
majority  of  its  members,  the  proceeding  could  not 
have  been  chargable  with  injustice,  however  m^uch  it 
must  have  been  regretted  by  the  friends  of  true  piety. 

The  attempt  was  to  install  as  pastor  of  an  evangeli- 
cal church,  a  man  who  had  little  or  no  sympathy  with 
its  creed.  It  was  because  of  the  laxity  of  his  senti- 
ments, that  the  first  council  refused  to  install  liim. 
His  indiscretions  would  probably  have  never  been  so 
marked,  had  he  found  tolerance  and  sympathy  in  his 
faith. 

2.  It  appears  that  the  proceedings  of  the  council 
which  installed  Mr.  Brown,  were  of  questionable  le- 
gahty.  The  church  had  not  renewed  their  call  to  him, 
unless  they  were  to  be  regarded  as  members  in  full, 
who  had  merely  received  the  rite  of  baptism  for  them- 
selves or  their  children.  It  was  only  by  the  aid  of 
such,  that  his  call  by  the  church  was  carried. 

3.  It  does  not  seem  strange,  all  things  taken  into 
the  account,  that  the  town  persisted  in  their  attach- 
ment to  Mr.  Bro^\^l.  Of  affible  manners,  he  made 
many  friends.  Such  as  were  not  offended  by  his  pe- 
culiar sentiments,  regarded  him  as  generous,  well-dis- 
posed, and  fitted  to  do  good.  A  majority  of  the  voters 
in  town  were  in  his  fiivor,  To  them  it  seemed  espec- 
ially unjust,  that  their  preferences  should  be  overruled 
by*^the  wishes  of  the  chinch,  and  the  decision  of  a 
council.  They  thought  themselves  entitled  to  have  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  a  minister  to  whose  support 
they  were  required  by  law  to  contribute.    We  can 
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which  they  contended  ibr  their  supposed  rights.  The 
wiser  method  of  leaving  the  institutions  of  religion  to 
be  supported  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  its  friends 
was  then  unknown. 

4.  The  action  of  the  town  hi  continuing  to  employ 
Mr.  Brown  after  an  able  and  impartial  council  had 
advised  his  dismission,  and  the  course  of  Mr.  Brown  in 
replying  to  the  council  and  refusing  to  abide  by  its 
decisions,  only  tended  to  prolong  the  strife,  which*^had 
already  consumed  the  better  feelings  of  the  people. 

5.  Finally,  both  parties  carried  their  animosities  to 
an  unwarrantable  extent.  The  "  opposition"  were  not 
always  judicious  in  the  measures  which  they  took  to 
prevent  Mr.  Brown's  settlement  and  elfect  his  removak 
On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Brown,  [ind  he 
himself  did  much  to  add  fuel  to  the  flames  of  conten- 
tion. The  feelings  of  both  were  greatly  exasperated, 
and  they  subsequently  found  in  the  review,  abundant 
occasions  for  confessions  and  regrets. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  people  that  an  occasion  so 
soon  presented  itself,  for  them  to  forget  their  disputes 
and  nnite  in  a  common  and  important  enterprise.  The 
meeting  house  had  now  stood  more  than  eighty  years, 
and  was  no  lonc^er  sufiicient  for  the  accommodation  and 
comfort  for  the  people. 

April  2,  1804.  Voted  to  build  u  meeting  house  by  the  ^ale  of 
pews,  as  far  as  they  will  go  towards  that  object. 

March  18,  1805.  Voted  to  proceed  to  build  a  meeting  liousc  du- 
rinjr  the  cnsuinj^  summer. 

Voted  to  give  Elias  Cai-ter  two  thousand  poumls  for  building  the 
liouse,  out  of  which,  he  his  to  deduct  $400,  for  the  town  to  raise  the 
house. 

1  March  25.  180').  Church  voted  to  give  Mr.  AVesson-  a  call  to 
settle  in  the  ministry. 

April  15,  1805.    Town  voted  the  same.  Also, 

Voted  to  sell  the  old  meeting  liouse  to  Thomas  Bliss,  Jr.,  Barthole- 


1  Church  Records. 
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mew  Brown,  John  Gardner,  Sam'l  W.  Brown,  Jacob  Bishop,  Jona. 
Brown,  Ichabod  Bli?.^  Jesse  liilrhcock,  Zrnas  Halbrook  and  Syl- 
vanus  Thompson,  for  tlie  sum  of  SlOO,  they  to  r(jniove  it  before  the 
1st  of  May.  Also, 

Voted  to  dispose  of  all  the  trees  on  the  common  around  the  meet- 
ing house,  at  auction,  they  to  be  cut  down  within  four  inches  of  the 
ground,  within  two  months  from  this  dale.  They  were  bid  ort"  by 
Nath'l  Parker,  for  ten  dollars. 

Thus  passed  away  the  okl,  fude  inectmg  hou.se  of 
the.  settlers,  and  at  the  same  tmie  fell  those  venerable 
oaks,  which  for  eighty  years,  had  stood  as  sentinels 
around  it.  We  mourn  for  those  old  trees.  What  sto- 
ries of  the  times. Avhen  they  were  young,  would  they 
tell  us^  if  now  standing.  Tlieir  stiu'dy,  yet  scarred 
forms  would  remind  us  of  tlie  hardships,  courage  and 
faith  of  the  early  settlers.  The  storms  of  winter, 
howling  through  their  branches,  would  speak  to  us  of 
the  conflict  of  resolute  hearts  with  the  wilderness  and 
the  savasre  foe.  Loncc  will  it  be,  ere  the  mistaken 
zeal  for  improvement  which  laid  them  low  can  be 
atoned.  A  generation  must  pass  before  others  can 
take  their  places. 

1  Sept.  3,  1807.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Elisha  Rockwood  a  call  to 
settle  in  the  ministry. 

Nov.  9,  1807.    Voted  to  join  the  church  in  the  above  call. 

The  call  w^as  accompanied  with  an  offer  of  |500 
salary. 

April  4,  1808.  Voted  that  the  hidiway  surveyors  or  the  people, 
work  out  the  S200  raise  some  time  since,  for  removing  rocks  around 
the  meeting  house. 

1  April  28,  1808.  Church  voted  to  invite  Mr.  Newton  Skinner 
to  settle  in  the  ministry. 

May  9,  1808.    Town  voted  to  unite  in  this  call. 

1  Aug.  17,  1808.    Church  voted  to  call  IMr.  Warren  Fay. 

Aug.  29,  1808.    Town  voted  to  Join  in  the  call. 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  Fay  twenty-five  cords  of  wood  yearly,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  salary. 


1  Church  Records. 
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Mr.  Fay  was  ordained  Nov.  2,  1S08.  Eew  J3r.  Au>tiii 
preached  the  semaon.  Previous  to  his  onliiuition,  a 
considerable  numl:)er  in  the  church  met,  and  alter  ru- 
viewing  their  past  diflerencct^,  voted  to  forgave  and 
forget  all  injuries.  Mr.  Fay  was  a  man  ot  command- 
ing abilities,  and  entered  upon  his  work  with  vinn- 
mendable  zeal.  But  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  heal 
the  breach  between  cliurch  and  town.  The  lattc;- 
remembering  the  action  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Brown, 
moved  for  Mr.  Fay's  dismission. 

Sept.  M.  1810.  Voted  that  the  town  arc  nut  satislied  witli  Mv. 
Fay  as  their  minister,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  vote  he  laid  before 
him. 

May  IG.  1811.  Voted  that  the  church  may  a^ree  with  ^Iv.  Fav, 
and  appoint  a  council  to  dismiss  and  recommend  him. 

Mr  Fay  was  dismissed  June  2 i),  1811.  the  council 
entering  their  deliberate  protest  against  tlie  sunnnar\- 
and  unchristian  proceedings  of  the  town. '  An  elTort 
was  made  to  re-settle  Mr.  Fay  over  tliis  church,  luit 
it  did  not  succeed.  He  w\as  installed  at  Harvard,  in 
1814,  and  dismissed  thence  on  receiving  a  call  to  the 
church  in  Charlestown,  in  1820.  In  1830,  tlie  fellow- 
ship of  the  churches  waswdtlidrawn  from  him,  and  lie 
has  since  resided  upon  a  farm  in  Northboro."  ^ 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Fay^  the  church  was  des- 
titute of  a  pastor  nearly  two  years. 

2  Nov.  11),  1813.  Church  voted  to  invite  Kev.  Joseph  Vaill  lu 
settle  in  the  Gospel  ministry. 

Nov.  19,  Voted  to  join  with  the  church  in  a  call  to  Mv.  Vaill. 

-V^oted  to  give  him  annually,  s550,  provided  the  contract  do-c 
when  he  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  majority  of  the  town  on  tlu^  otlici-. 
become  dissatistied,  a  year  s  notice  being  given. 

Mr.  Vaill  was  ordained  Feb.  2.  1814.  his  father 
preaching  the  sermon,  a  brother  also  ])eing  a  uuMubcr 
of  the  council.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  at  ilu- 
age  of  twenty-three,  and  by  his  social  ([uaiities  aud 

1  Hampden  Pulpit. 

2  Church  Records. 
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judicious  zeal  iu  the  uiinistericil  work,  so  grained  the 
respect  and  affection  of  the  people,  that  contentions 
ceased,  and  the  way  was  prepared  for  those  wondprfu! 
seasons  of  revival  which,  at  the  same  time,  attested  thr 
faithfuhiess  of  his  own  labors,  and  the  u«efidnes<  of 
those  worthy  pastors,  who  years  belore.  amid  m:iii\- 
discouragements,  had  sown  their  seed  in  h(jpe. 

It  is  not  to  be  deemed  stran^;e,  that  after  so  mucli 
di\dsion  and  strife,  there  were  some  who  dissented  iVom 
his  preaching,  and  sought  to  bring  in -other  rehgi(ju< 
teachers. 

Nov.  G,  1.S18.  Voted  that  the  town  are  wilHnj^  thiit  aiiv  mim- 
ber  of  inhabitants  tliat  wish  a  reliLnous  nieetin'j  in  the  ineetiii-j-huii^.  . 
on  a  day  when  it  is  not  occnpied  ])y  Mr.  V;uil  or  tlie  town.  iiia\- 
have  such  a  meeting,  and  bring  in  a  minister  that  <uii^  their  persua- 
sion. 

Such  effort  how^ever.  met  with  ver\-  little  success. 
The  youthful  pastor  had  taken  too  strong  a  hold  u])nn 
the  affections  of  the  people  to  be  easily  disturbed,  hi 
the  autumn  of  1818,  his  ministry  was  blessed  with  a 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  as  the  happy 
result  of  ^vhich,  more  than  one  hundred  were  gathered 
into  the  church. 

In  1824,  the  present  articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant 
of  the  church  were  unanimously  adopted;  the  same 
having  previously  been  drawn  up  and  agreed  to.  by 
committees  of  Hampden  and  Brookfield  Associations. 

In  1825,  there  occurred  anotlier  season  of  religion^ 
awakening — less  general  than  the  former,  and  more 
confined  to  the  yoimg.  As  the  residt  of  this,  forty-live 
were  added  to  the  church.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  these  were  seasons  wdien  the  spirit  of  God  wa< 
present  W'ith  imusual  power.  Many  instances  of  con- 
viction and  conversion  occurred,  a  minute  narration  (^1' 
whidh  would  be  rich  with  instruction  and  encourag- 
ment  to  the  church  of  this  day.  ' 

In  1832-3,  still  another  revival  of  religion  begaii  to 
be  experienced  among  christians,  which,  however,  re-iil- 

i.Foramore  particdar  account  of  these  reviv«\]s  then  it  is  possibl  i  to  {;ivc 
here,  see  Dr.  Vaill's  Historical  sermon.  1S29. 
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ted  in  a  separation  from  the  church  of  .<onie.  who  had 
been  known  as  among  her  most  active  and  influential 
members;  In  1832,  the  Parish  was  formed,  and  the 
town  as  such  ceased  to  have  jurisdiction  in  rtdicrious 
matters.  While  the  results  of  the  religion.^  niove- 
ments  of  1832-3  were  pending,  Mr.  Vaill  sought  and 
obtained  dismission  in  order  to  accept  a  call  from  the 
church  in  Portland,  Me.  He  left  with  the  regrets  and 
best  wishes  of  his  people,  ha\4ng  ministered  "to  them 
with  singular  success  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Rev.  Joseph  Fuller,  of  Vershire,  Vt.,  a  graduate  ol' 
Middlebury,  and  student  of  Andover,  was  installed 
here  March  11,  1835.  He  was  dismissed  June  7,  1837. 
He  settled  again  in  Pddgfield,  Ct.,  1838,  and  remained 
there  till  1841.  He  is  now  laboring  v/ith  the  church 
in  his  native  place. 

In  Nov.  1837,  Mr.  Vaill  returned  to  Brimfield  and 
remained  three  years.  He  has  since  held  an  important 
agency  in  behalf  of  Amherst  College,  and  received 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  that  institution.  For  ten 
years  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Somers,  and  is 
now  settled  over  the  2d  Cong.  Church  in  Palmer. 

During  his  second  ministry  here,  (1838,)  the  Parish, 
as  the  first,  organized  in  town,  became  possessed  of  the 
meeting  house,  agreeably  to  a  law  relating  to  religious 
societies,  and  fitted  it  up  in  a  convenient  and  tasteful 
manner- 
Rev.  George  C.  Patridge  succeeded  Dr.  Vaill.  He 
graduated  at  Amherst  in  1833,  was  installed  here  in 
1842,  and  dismissed  in  184(3.  He  is  now  a  resident 
of  Rockford,  III  During  the  year  following  his  (hs- 
mission,  Feb  21,  1847,  the  meeting  house  was  bui-ned. 
The  present  house  was  erected  the  same  year,  and 
dedicated  January  19,  1848. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Jason  Morse,  was  born  at 
Southbridge,  March  9,  1821.  Grad.  Andicrst  1845  ;  An- 
dover 1849,  and  ordained  in  Brimfield  Drc.  12,  184!). 

Dec,  13,  18:>2.  In  town  meeting  voted,  tli:U  such  ol'thr,  inliabit:uils 
us  may  associate  themselves  t<jgether  to  im[)rove  the  euuiiuon  land-, 
around  the  meetin^^  house,  be  allowed  to  eiu-lose  said  hiodj  with  a 
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fence,  set  out  vshade  and  ornamental  trees,  and  otherwise  improve  thf- 
same  as  they  may  deem  proi)er. 

Practical  suggestions  wliicli  might  be  appropriiitL-ly 
drawn  from  the  foregoing  narrative;  we  leave  to  I)*- 
presented  on  some  suitable  occasion  to  the  church  and 
congregation  for  whom  they  will  have  a  more  special 
interest  than  for  others.  In  conclusion  we  may  only 
express  the  hope  that  whoever  in  some  future  year 
shall  attempt  to  trace  the  history  of  this  church  iVuiii 
the  point  Avhere  we  leave  it,  may  fmd  no  le.-s  ample 
evidences  of  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  her  mini.-try  : 
of  self-denying  zeal  on  the  part  of  her  members,  and 
©f  the  presence  of  the  converting  and  ^anctilying 
Spirit, 


NAMES  OF  CHURCH  MEMBERS. 


XoTE. — Great  pa-iii.-  h;ive  hwn  takea  to  perl'ect  the  Ibilowinc;  list  of  chui-ch  momhi-rs.  It  Ls  too 
much  to  suppose  Uowcser.  that  it  is  altoirether  tree  from  errors,  i'lie  earlier  nam'"!  .-in' 
i*ecordod  without  much  oriier ;  tliat  of  husband  oa  one  pai^e.  and  thnt  of  wifo  .ioiuiii^^ 
thf  church  at  the  same  tiiiio,  on  another.  The  christian  naruos  of  married  wom'-ii 
■  tire  rarely  ^ivea  iu  the  churcii  rooords,  anil  had  to  be  si>uy:hr.  amonj  the  t'-  wn 
records  of  ni;uTia_'os.  births  or  deaths.  It  is  believed  that  the  list  is  about  as  comp!«;t«- 
;ls  the^  difHoulties  aduiit  of.  ilost  of  the  early  members  brou.rht  letters  from  otiier 
churches,  and  are  so  desiunatt-d.  (J f  other?  thi.^  isdoubttul:  until  \»e  i-omi"  to  I'^l'*. 
when  the  record  of  Mr.  Bridirham  Itegins. 


1724.  (a.)  1.  David  :Morgaii,  Dea..  tlied  1760. 

1.  Henry  Burt,  Dea. 
"    1.  John "Stebbm-;.  Dea..  Jied  17G5,  aged  7!' . 

"    1.  Patience,  wife  of  John  Steb- 

bin<,  died  17bl. 

I.  .John  Sherman.  died  1774,  aged '.' 1 . 

"    1.  Abigail,  wife  of  John  S.,      died  1772,  aged  Dl. 
I.  Joseph  Blodgett. 

1.  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  B..     died  17o5. 
L  Thomas  Stebbins.  dis.  to  fonn  a  ch.  Mm- 

son,  1762. 

1.  ,  wife  of  Thomas  S.  dis.  to  form  a  ch.  Mmi- 

son,  1762. 

••    L  Daniel  Burt. 

••    1.  Experience,  wife  of  Dan'l  B.,  died  177o. 

1.  James  Thompson.  died  1776,  aged 

"    1.  —  wife  of  James  T. 

1.  William  Warririer,  died  1765. 

-    1.  Sarah,  wife  of  Wm.  W. 

1.  Nathaniel  Hitchcock,  died  1761. 

1.  Abigail,  wife  of  Nathd  H. 
"    1.  Benjamin  Cooley. 
••    ].  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benj.  C.  died  171;":. 


(a.)  Original  Members,  ^probably.,^ 
I.  Stands  against  fnosc  roccivod  by  iettcr. 
n.  Those  received  by  profession. 
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DATE  OF 
ADMISSION. 


1724.  (a.)  1.  Joseph  Haynes,  dictl  1775,  aged  S7. 

"    1.  IMary,  wife  of  Josepli  11. 
^'    1.  David  Hitclicock. 

"    1.   ,  wife  of  David  II,.    dis.  toch.  3Ioiison,  17G7. 

"    1.  Wid.  Sarah  Nichols,  died  17o0. 

"    1.  Margarett  Coolcy. 
"  L  Luke  BLashUehl,  Doa. 

(17(35.)  1.   — ,  wife  of  Lukel).. 

1.  Thomas  ElUngwood,  died  177'J. 

1.  Abigail,  wife  of  Thomas  E.,  died  ITCd. 
1.  Leonard  Hoar,  died  1771,  aged  .^7. 

1.   ,  wife  of  Leonard  II.. 

1.  Deliverance  Brooks.,  died  17.30. 

Samuel  Hubbard.,  died  1741). 

 ,  wife  of  Samuel  H., 

mar.  Isaac  Bliss.,         died  17'>7. 
(1731.)  1.  James  Bridirham,  Pastor,     died  177 (»,  a;,'ed  G'.'. 

1.  Martha,  wifS  of  James  B.,  died  17  GO,  aged  U. 
1.  IMary,  wife  of  .Tames  B..  died  1771,  aged  i>U. 
1.  Benjamin  ^lorgan,  died  1750. 

1.  Mary,  wife  of  Ben].  ]M., 

mar.  Eber.  Hitchcock.        dis.  Springfield,  17^.;;. 
1.  John  Keep,  died  1757. 

1.  ,  wife  of  John  Keep,  di«.  to  form  a  cli.  Mou- 

son,  17 

1.  Thomas  Mighill,  dis.  Killingly,  Ct.  175(>. 

1.   wife  of  Thomas  iM.,    "         "  " 

1.  Benjamin  Mun,  dis.  to  form  ch.  Mon- 

son,  17G2. 

1.   ,  wife  of  Benj.  M.,  "  |' 

1.  Samuel  King,  "  " 

(1736.)  1.  Benoni  Atchison, 

(1737.)  1.  Josiah  Keep,  clis.  to  form  ch.  Z^Ion- 

son,  1762. 

1.   .  ,  wife  of  Josiah  K.,  "  " 

1.  ILannah,  wife  of  Edmund 
Hoar, 

1.   ,  wife  of  Francis 

Sikes, 

.  ,  wife  of  James  ^ler- 


rick 

Nathan  Collins,  died  17G7,  aged  85. 

 — ,   wife   of  Nathan 

Collins,  Jr.,  ^ied  1763. 
Nathaniel  Collins,  ^ 

Wid.  .  Kusscl,  died  i  t  b2,  aged  i  0. 

^Vid!-  Miller,  died  1751. 
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DATE  OP 
ADMISSION. 


Mary  Hoar, 
Elizabeth  Keep, 
John  Burt, 

 ,  wife  of  John  B., 

John  Nilson, 

 ,  wife  of  John  N.. 

Joseph  Davis, 

wife  of  Joseph 


D. 


Adonijah  Russel, 

 ,  wife  of  Adonijah  U. 

Bezaleel  Sherman, 
(1756.)      Abigail,  wife  of  Bezaleel  S. 

Ichabod  Bliss, 

Mehitable,  wife  of  Ichabod, 

Joseph  Hoar,  Dea. 
(173G.)  1.  Deborah  Colton,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph H., 

Reuben  Townsley, 

Jonathan  Morgan, 
(1752.)      Ruth,  wife  of  Jonatha  M. 

Joseph  Hitchcock. 

Joseph  Blodgett,  Jr., 

 ,  wife  of  Joseph  B.,  Jr. 

Samuel  Nichols, 

Bathsheba,  wife  of  Samuel  N., 

Charles  Hoar, 

 ,  wife  of  Charles  H., 

 ,  wife  of  David  Hoar, 


dis.  Bolton,  Ct.,  1750 
died  175G. 

dis.N.  Braintree.  1707. 

died  1778. 

died  1775,  aiied  <>2. 

died  1771). 

died  1700.  ■ 
died  17'.)i). 


Jr., 


wife  of  John  Charles, 

wnfe  of  Joseph  Lum- 
bard, 
Margarett  Burt, 
Wid.  Townsley, 

 ,  wife  of  George  Colton, 

 ,  wife  of  John  Bond, 

Robert  Dunklee, 

Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  D.. 

 ,  wife  of  John  Bishop, 

.  ,  wife  of  John  AVebbcr, 

 .,    wife    of  Trcnance 

AYebber, 
Ebenezer  Bishop, 

 ,  wife  of  Kbenezer  B., 

 ,  wife  of  Noaii  Hitdi- 

coek. 


died  1800. 

died  in  the  array  1770 
died  17 'JO,  aired 


died  lsi:.>.  ^- 
died  ISO^. 
died  1790. 

dis.  to  form  ch.  j^^Ion- 
son,  1702. 

dis.  Fryburg,  1775. 
died  170'). 

dis.  Longraeadow  175i». 
dis.  Somers,  177S. 
dis.  Lonnmeadow  1 7.).>. 
dis.  Dorchester,  1751. 
dis.  S.  Brimticld,  17(;i;. 


dis.  S.  Briiundcl. 
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Benjamin  AVarner.  difd  ]7')1). 

James  Draper. 
John  Draper. 
Williams  Ni(;liols. 
Pliinelias  Sherman, 
Sept.,  1748.    Keziah  Burt,  IMorse,  dis.  Snirhrid-o,  17.')<;. 

Nov.,  1749.   ,wite  of  Jona.  Brown.  dis. 

April,  17;j(i.    Jonatlian  Burr.  di^. Westminister  17(:7 

"   ^  ^vife  of  .Jonatlian  B..      ^-  " 

Feb.,  17ol.   ,  wife  of  Stephen  .Mor- 
gan, dis.  SpringlleM,  17(;;;. 

"       "   ,  wife  of  Stephen  Lum- 

bard. 

Oct.,   17")!,    Silas  Smith,  dis.  S.  l^rimfitdd,  17r,i; 


wife  of  Silas  Smith, 


"        •*       Nathan  Hoar,  dis.  ^lonsoii,  17.s7. 
 ,  wife  of  Natlian  IL. 

"  Mary,  wife  of  Benj.  Tra>k, 

Dec.     "       Jonathan  Janes.  dis.  Monson,  17.s:";. 

"        "       Irene,  wife  of  Jona.  J.. 
fluly,  l7o2.    William  Janes. 

"  Timothy  Janes. 

Feb.   175;>.   ,  wife  of  Isaac  lUiss.     dis.  Western,  17f.O. 

July       "   ,  wife  of  John  Bdash- 

field. 

Aug.,  Moses  jNllson,  dis.  Sheffield,  17.j.j. 

"        "   ,  wife  of  Moses  N.. 

Oct.,      "       Mary  Stebbin^  Varlunn,  dis.  Springlield,  1' 

April,  1751.    Jonathan  Thompson.  died  l»24,a[r''d  '.)7  \ 

 ,  wife  of  Jona.  4\.         died  180-1. 

May,  Ebenezer  Scott,  died  175(  >. 

(1750.)  Mary,  wife  of  Ebenezer  S. 

July,  1754.   ,    wite    of  Abraham 

Charles. 

Sept.,    "        Daniel  Burt,  dr.,  died  181-2. 

(1753.)   .  ,  wife  of  Daniel  B.,  Jr..  dir^l  Es]8. 

July,  1755-   ,  wife  of  Ben  }.  Blodaett. 

Eacliel,  wife  of  Wm.  Dady. 
Aug.,     "       James  Thompson,  Jr.,  dis.  ^Monson.  17s5. 

 ,  wife  of  James  T.,  Jr..  *• 

"       William  Nilson,  Jr.,  died  175:>. 

Isabel,  wife  of  Wm.  N.,  Jr. 
Nov.  Thomas  Ellingwood.  Jr..  died  1804. 

Rebecca,  wife  ofThos.  E.,  Jr.,  died  i77'.». 
Mar.,  175r).   ,  wife-  of  Jona.  Hitch- 
cock. 

July,      -        Benjamin  iM<'rri(  k,  di(^dl775. 
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Aug.,  175G.        Ann  Bisllop,  dis.  S.  BrimfieUl,  17GC. 

Oct.,      "  Elislui  Wales.  dls. 

April,  17r>7.        William  Janes.  died  1810. 

"        "  David  Ilaynes'. 

June,  AVidow  Mary  Haynes,  tlis. 

Samuel  Killum,  dls.  Wilbraham,  177'^. 

 — ,  wife  of  Samuel  K.,  " 

Aufr.,     "  Daniel  Morgan. 

 j-wifeof  Wm.Walbrldge,  dis.  Monson,  17CG. 

Sept.,     "   jwife  of  Henry  Web- 
ber, dls.  S.Brirafield,  17GC. 
May,  n.'jS.        Isaac  Forster,  "  " 

 j  wife  of  Isaac  F..  '* 

May,  17a0.        Jonathan  Ferrel,  died  1809. 

 — ,  wife  of  Jona.  F. 

"  Timothy  Danielson.  died  1791,  aged  aS. 

Nov.,     "  Mary  Scott,  died  1814. 

Sarah  Scott,  died  1780,  aged  50. 

May,  17i;0.   ,wife  of  Moses  Lyon,  dis.  S.  Brimlield,  17GG 

July,      -  Eunice  Colton.  dis.Lougmeadow,17G:i 

Nov.,   ,   wife    of  Nathan 

gniith,  dis.Williamstown,17GG 
"  Mercy- Warriner  Barrister,  died  1825,  aged  87. 

Feb.,  17G2.        Thomas  King,  dis.  to  form^ach.  Plan- 

tation No.  7. 

Oet..      "  ,wifeof  Thomas  K., 

1764.   ,  Avife  of  Abraham 

Whipple. 
May,  17G().        Jacob  How. 

.i   ,  wife  of  Jacob  H. 

Julv.     "  Beniamin  Stebbins. 

/      -  Jerusha,  wife  of  F.enj.  S.,     died  1830,  aged  9(». 

June,  1768.        Abner  Blodgett. 

"           Elizabeth,  wife  of  Abner  B.,  died  1  ^  01. 
1770,   ,^vife  of  John  Harris. 

Sept.,  1771.        Nicolas  Groves.  -,.  i  -ion 

Joseph  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  Dea.,  died  1811. 

Hannnh.wifeof  Jos.H.,  Jr.,  died  1818. 


Hannah,  wife  of  Jos 

dis. 

1783. 

wife  of  Daniel  L., 


1771.        Daniel  Livermore,  <^is.    Wilmington.  Ct 


Feb.,  1775.        James  Bridgham,  Jr., 

n.  Abigail,  wife,  of  Jonathan 

'        Bro;-n,  Jr.  ^Hed  1SU3. 

Alar..  1775.    p.  Joseph  Brownina,  'll"!  J5'V 

.        ■■       I  Lois,  wife  of  Joseph  1?..  'l.e,I  1  -   I .  ns-.l  U... 

p.  .loseph  Slorgan,  Jr..  'lied  18U.. 
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Mar..  1775.  p.  Sarab,  wife  of  Jos.  Jr.,  died  1821. 
May,     "       p.  Josepii  Hoar,  Jr.,  died  181 G. 

"       p.  Simeon  Hubbard.  died  1804. 

"       p.  Lydia,  wife  of  Simeon  H.,   died  180s. 

"       p.  Lois,  wife  of  Samuel  Isieh- 
ols,  Jr. 

"       p.  Eunice,  wife  of  Zerah  Steb- 

bins,  died  1823,  ap;ed  G2. 

July,      *•      p.  Benjamin  Trask,  died  177G,  a^^ed  ♦',] . 

"        "       p.  Jona  Morixan,  Jr.,  died  181 G. 

«        "      p.  Elizabeth,^'  wife    of  Jona. 
M.,  Jr. 

'         "      p.  Mary,  wife  of  Josepli  Hitch- 
cock, died  1807. 
"        "      p.  Margarett,  wife   of  John 

Stebbins,  died  18i:j. 

"        "      b.  Esther,  wife  of  John  BHs?,  died  1781. 
Sept.,     "      p.  Mary,  wife  of  Jo>eph  Hoar,  Jr. 
"        "      p.  Sarah,  wife  of  Mark  I^ond 
"        "      p.  Thankful,wife of Eber Frost,  died  1838. 
Oct.,      "      p.  Ruth,  wife  of  Nat h'l  Hitch- 
cock, died  1803. 
Jan.,     177C.  p.  James  I3acon,                    died  181 G. 

p.  Martha,  wife  of  James  13.,  died  1838. 
p.  Anna  Smith,      .  died  1808. 

March,    "      1.  Percy,wifcoi  Neh.Williams. 
May,  p.  Ephraini  Bond 

"        "       1.  Issachar  Brown,  Dea.,         died  183C,  ac^ed  01. 
"      p.  Sarah,    (wife   of  Thomas 

Bliss,)  Brown,  died  1839,  aged  01. 

"       1.  Rachel,  wife  of  Phinelias 

Sherman. 
"      p.  Louisa  Janes. 
June,  p.  Eleanor,  wife  of  Enhraim 

Bond. 

"        "      p.  Silence,  wife  of  Noah  Hitch- 
cock, Jr.,  di.Ml  1808. 
"        "      p.  Solomon  Russel. 
»  "p. 
July,            p.  Temperance  AVorthinirton. 
Aug.,             p.  iMary  Worthin^con. 
July,  177G.   p.  Abi,2^ail,  wife  of  Adonijali 
"  Russeh 

p.  Margarett  Mighili,  dis.  Conway,  1791. 

Dec.      "      p.  Abigail,  wife  of  Reuben 

Townsley,  'iied  1838,  ag«'d  90. 

Feb.,   1777.   p.  Abijah  Hitchcock,  died  1801. 
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Mar.,    1777.  p.  Rebekah  Bond. 
May,       "      p.  William  Warririer. 

p.  Lois,  wife  of  Wm.  W. 
"      1.  Caleb  Bascome.  di<. 

"      I.   ,  wife  of  Caleb  B.,  dis. 

July,  p.  Wid.  Lydia  Bond. 

„  p.  Piiebo,  wife  of  Xathanicl 

Collin.-.  dis.  Worthin-ton,  17>  1. 

Sept.  1.  Ebeuezer  Buijbt^e. 

"  1.   .wifeof  Ebeiiezin-B.,  died  18.j0,  ai^ed 'J". 

p.  "\Vid.  Cooler.  dis.  Deerlield,  177'.i. 

"      p.  Nathaniel  Hitchcock.  died  l-SK!. 

"        "      p.  Abigail,  whe  of  Jonathan 

Nutting,  died  18^5,  aged 

"  p.  Margarett  Browning. 

Nov.  p.  Mercy  Hitchcock. 

"        "      p.  3Iiriam(Huntley.)  Stebbinf. 

wife  of  Benjamin  S. 
May,    1778.  p.  Kuth  (IMorgan.)  Philip^,     dis.  Charlton,  17<^">. 
June,      "      p.  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Earl. 
July,      *•      p.  Obed  Hitchcock. 

"  p.  Mary,wife  of  Aaron  Mighili, 

Oct.,       "      p-  Sarah,  wife  of  Benjamin 

Lumbard,  died  1^36,  aged  71. 

Jan.,     1770.  p.  Mercv,  wife  of  Abner  Mig- 
hiil. 

May,  1-  Elisha  Hitchcock. 

1.   ,  wife  of  Elisha  H. 

Sept.      *'      p-  Sarah  Hitchcock. 

Nov.,             p.  Stoddard  Cady.  dk.  lirooktield,  178.'). 

«  '             p.  Abigail,  wife  of  Stoddard  C,  " 
"               1.  Mary,wifeof  Dan  1  Haynes,  died  J8o8. 
p.  Rufus  Fairbanks. 
Sept.,   1780.  p.   wife  of  John  Bol- 
ter Hubbard.  died  l^Oo. 
March,  1781.  p.  John  Chandler. 

*i        «      p.  Ehzabeth  Bla^hheld. 
July,  p.  Trj-phena  (Hitchcock,)  Ad- 

ams. 

Sept.,  p.  Lucy,  wife  of  Oliver  Mason,  di:^.  Sturbndge,  18UI. 

Oot        "      D.  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Lum- 

^       bard,  Jr.,  died  1821,  aged  70. 

July,    178*2.  I-  John  Sheddon. 

it  1.  Susannah,  wife  of  John  S. 

May       "      P-  .wife  of  Daniel  Burt. 

Jime,    1783.  r-  Dr.  Israel  Trask,  180R. 

March,  1784.  1.  JuHus  Colton,  d.s.  l<8/,\cu-L.u-  \  i 
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Sept.,  1784.  p.  Eleazer  Fairbanks. 

"        "      p.   ,  wife  of  Elcazer  .K 

April,  1785.  p.  .Tolm  Brown.  di>.  Holland,  \7'X-'>. 

"        "       1.  Levina,  wife  of  John  B.. 
May,    1786.  I.  John  Carpenter. 
"       1.  Joseph  Holme.-. 

"        -       1.   ,  wife  of  Joseph  H. 

April,  1787.  p.  Tliomas  Cooley. 

INlky,     1787.  p.  Mary,  wife  of  James  Nut- 

tincr.  <li<^d  iHoo,  a;:(:«l  7'.». 

March,  1788.  p.  Hannaii,   wife  of  Jo-eph 

Brownin'ir 
April,  }).  Jona.  Brown,  Jr. 

"  ••  p.  Nabbv,  wife  of  Jona.  r>..  died  isOO. 
May,      "       1.  Richard  Bishop.  died  LSOC. 

L  Pegp:y,  wife  of  Richard  B.,  died  lS-2;j,  n-ed  <7. 
March,  1789.  p.  Esther,  wife  of  Simeon  J"if- 
fany 

May,      "      p.   wife  of  Calvin  Dan- 

ielson. 

July.       "      p.  Jona  Hubbard. 

"      p.  Mary,  wife  of  Jona.  H. 
"      p.   ,  wife  of  Wm.  "Web- 
ber. 

Sept.,      "      p-  Wid.  Bathsheba  Burt,  m. 
Blashheld. 
"  p.  Lois  Browning. 

Feb.,    1790.  p.  Sarah  Carpenter,  wife  ot 
Wm.  C. 

'i        "      p.  Tabitha,  wife  ofDavidlMoi- 
gan. 

May,      '*      p.  Stephen  Nichols. 

Nov.,  p.  John  Warriner  Thonip>oii, 

"      p.  Wid.  Martha  llayne.-.  diedlHlo. 

-      p.  Elizabeth  Charles,  wife  of 
Aaron  C. 

March,  1791.  1.  Abel  Smith.  r^'l  ^q'm  , 

1.  Sarah,  wife  of  Abel  S..       died  Ibol,  aged 
July,      -      p.  Alexander  Sessions,  ^'^^  J;?!;:^-  , 

u  '  p.  Sarah,  wife  of  Alex  S..        '       1^^-;;^  l''.- 

p.  Sylvanus  Thompson,      ^     died  Ibou,  aged  .... 
*<        a      p.  Betty,  wife  of  vSylvanus  T. 
«        *'      L  Hezekiah  Fiske.  .   a,-  i 

•    «         «       1.  Elenor,  wife  of  Hezekiah  F.,  <lis.  to  ionn  a  cii.  A\  a.e 
u  p.  Chloe,  Foskit.wife  of  Dar.-  l^l'>- 

iel  F 

Sept.,      -      p.  Samuel  Hayne..  'lic'l  1^-^    ^^l^^d  f.r,. 
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Nov.,    1791.  1.  Euth  Hitchcock,    wife  of 
Peter  II. 
1.  Polly  Stebbins,  wife  of  Abi- 

jah  S.,      ■  died  lS2r>. 

March,  1792.  p.  Mercy  Kussell,  wife  of  Dan- 
iel R. 

May,      "      1.  Deborah  Gov,  wife  of  Jona. 
C. 

"        "      1.  Nathaniel  Adams, 
Sept!,   1793.  1.  Ebenezer  Fairbanks, 
"        "       1.  Elizabeth  Fairbanks,  wife 

of  Ebenezer  F.,  dis.  1815,  Monson, died 

1818. 

Jan.,     1794.  1.  Samuel  Sessions,  dis.  1802. 

"        "      1.   ^,  wife  of  Samuel  S., 

July,      *'       1.  Jemima   Nichols,  wife  of 
Samuel  N. 

Sept.,     "      1.  Abigail   Dearins,  wife  of 
Theodore  D.^ 


May,    1798.  p.  Peter  Groves. 

p.  Samuel  Bates,  died  1825,  aged  48. 

"      p.  Jona.  Fay. 
"      p.  Hannah,  wife  of  Jona.  F. 
"      1.  David  Bagbce. 
"       1.  Anna,  wife  of  David  li. 
July       "      p.  Thomas  Lumbard. 
"        "      p.  Abner  Morgan. 
"        "      p.  Nathaniel  Parker. 

»        «      p.  Rebecca,  wife  of  Nathl  P.,  died  1834,  age  71. 
*'        "      p.  Uriah  Fay. 

"        "      p.  Hepsibeth,wife  of  Uriah  F.,  died  1838,  aged  80. 
"        "      p.  Esther.wifeof  Thomas  Fay,  died  1837,  aged  SO. 
"         «      p.  Anna,  wife  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  dis.  Providence,  1H'J7 
'<        "      p.  Mary,  wife  of  Stephen  Nich- 

^    ols,  ^^ied  1835,  aged  83. 

Oct.'       "      p.  Bethia  Groves,  wife  of  Ste- 

^       phenG.,  ^         died  1810. 

<^        "      p.  Tabby   Stebbins,   wde  of 

^       Uriahs.,  died  1808. 

Jan.,     1799.  p.  Daniel  Blodgett,  ^Hed  1823,  aged  53. 

u  p.  Betty,  wife  of  Daniel  U.  - 

July,    1800.  p.  Tliomas  Stone. 

p.  Jona.  ^Morgan,  Jr. 

p.  Caleb  Sherman. 
«         *'     p.  Samuel  Guthrie,  Jr. 

8 
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July,    1800.  p.  Nancy  (Sessions,)  Corastock,  dis.  Lyme,  Ct.,  1801, 
"     p.  Tabby    (3IofFat,)  Brown, 
wife  of  Clark  B. 
Aug.,  p.  George  Sessions,  'lis.  1802, 

*'      p.  Laura,  wife  of  Cj^eorse  S.,  " 
Sept.,   1801.  p.  Lois  Moffat,  wife  of  Dr.  M. 

"      p.  Persis    Morgan,    wiff>  of 
Abner  jNL 

«  p.  Thomas  Sherman,  died  1841. 

«  p.  Sally,  wife  of  Thomas  S.,  iliedlSll. 

Nov.,      "      p.  Persis  Hitchcock. 

p.  Frederick  Patridge. 
"        "      p.  Bct33%wifeof  Frederick  P. 
p.  Alfred  Blashtleld. 
-      p.  Dorcas,  wife  of  Alfred  B..    .lird  1  s.'.] .  a^;od  7;1. 
Auo".,      "      p-  Rhoda,    wife   of  Simeon 
Charles. 

Sept.,     "      p.  dona  Nye. 

180G.   L  William  Eaton,  died  1811. 


March,  1809.  L  Daniel  Llitclicock,  died  1838,  a-ed  78. 

ik        "       1.  Lucy,  wife  of  Daniel  IT..     died  184 1. 
July,      "       h  David  Brown,  died  182*J,  age.l  77. 

1.  Molly,  wife  of  David  li..      died  1834. 
Sept.,      "      1.  Wid.  Mary  (Burt.)  Lv  es     died  1S28,  ag.-d  72. 
Nov.  1.  Betsy  Fay,  wife  of  Rev.  AV. 

Fay,  dis.  Harvard.  1S()2. 

«        "       1.  Sarah,wife  of  Samd  Patrick. 
May     1810.  1.  Sarah,  wife  of  Noah  llitcli- 
cock, died  181 1. 
p.  Lois,    wife   of  Nathaniel 

Hitchcock,  died  1818. 

p.  Nabby  Cummings. 
p.  Sally,  (Hubbard)  Griggs. 

p.  John  Sherman.  cUed  1825,  nged  .s. . 

p.  Amasa  Park,  died  1813. 

p.  Lucy,  wife  of  Amasa  P.,      <lie<l  181  - . 

Aaron  Bliss,  <Vied  18  is. 

Rachel,  wife  of  Aaron  B.,  died  is  1'.'. 

Hannah  Tarbcll.  died  lSo\. 

Mary  Brown,  wife  of  Samu- 
el B. 

Solomon  Hoar,  <lied  1814. 

r  Abi-ail,  wife  of  Solomon  1).,  died  1830,  aged  o.).. 

Jose>  D.  Browuin.,,  c.  1832,  dir<l  IS..^ 

Bushna,wif<^of  Jo->|.h  D.  U.,  died  18:)/,  a-MM  . 
J,..so  Hitchcock.  died  is;;i;,  . 
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Elijah  Tarbell. 

vSubmit,  wife  of  Elijali  T.,  Jied 

Elias  Tarbell,        ^  died  lS4.s. 

Hannah,  wife  of  Elias  T..  died  18-i.j. 

Samuel  Tarbell,  Dea.,  c.  c.  18^35. 
Alice,  wife  of  Saninel  T..  " 
Daniel  Hitchcock,  Jr. 

Lucy,  (Hitchcock.)  Durfee,  dis  :\lctli.  eli..  Wak-. 

Dr.  Moffat,  died. 

Polly,  wife  of  Dr.  3L.  died. 

01ive,wifc  of  Jason Glcason.  died  IHi'.t. 

Simeon  Hubbard,  died  l^Oit. 

Chloe,  wife  of  Simeon  H..  died 
^ilargarett  Fairbank-.  wife 

of  Henry  F..  died  18  iJ. 


July  o,  1814.  p.  Jacob  Bishop.  died  1847. 

p.  Artemas  Hitchcock.  c.  c.  184"). 

p.  Abigail,  wife  of  Artcnias  II., 
"  p.  Betsy   Fairbanks,  wife  of 

"         "  Levi  F.,  died, 

p.  Esther,    wife    of  Nathan 

Hitchcock,  died  18JU,  a;ied  U. 

p.  Jacob  Hitchcock.  /  dis. 

"       1.  Anna,  wife  of  Ivcv.  Joscpli 

.  Yaill,  died  1820,  aged  3.".. 

1.  Nathan  Hitchcock.  died  1853. 

1.  Joseph  Smith,  '       dis.  DeeiiiclJ.  1.^21'. 

"  1.  Sally,  wife  of  Jo:^eph  S., 

"  "  L  Orral  (Smith.)  Homer,  dis.  llardwick,  1817. 
Sept.  4,   -      p.  Issachar  Brown,  Jr.,  c.  c.  18u2,  died  18o... 

p.  Gratis,  wife  of  Issachar  li.,  c.  c.  1S3-2. 
p.  Ehoda  Coy,  wife  of  Simeon 

C,  died  18  If-, 

p.  Candace,  wife  of  Benjamin 

Sherman,  died  1831,  aged  (.1. 

p.  ■Miriam,  wife   of  Samuel 
Hitchcock. 
*'        "       I.  Wid.  Lydia  Lyuii. 

"  I.  Leonard  Upham,  died  182.">,  aged 

«         «       1.  Abigail,  wife  of  Leonard  i:.,  (Ucd  1 832,  agiMl  7<t. 
].  Abi'^ihwifeofWra. Brown,  died. 
Nov.  I>,   "       1.  Lrael  E.  Tra>k.  ^        di<.  Springlicld.r^-Jl. 

"        "       I.  Betsy,  wife  of  Israel  T., 
Jan.  1,  181.3.  p.  Samuel  Hitclicock,  died. 
Jan.],  1815.  p.  Susannah  (Chapman.)  Al- 

exander,  ^'^^^  • 


60 


THE  CHURCH  IN  BRlMFItl.D 


DATE  0? 
ADMISSION. 


Mar.  2,  1815 
May  6,  " 


July  2,  " 

a  u 

Sept.  3,  " 

u  a 
Nov.  12, 


Feb.  4, 1816. 
March,  3  " 


May  2,  " 


July  7, 
Sept.,  1,  " 


Nov.  3,  " 

(i     u  u 


Dec.  8,181G. 
May  4,  1817. 

ii  it 

u  u 


Elisha  Fay, 
Joseph  Fairbanks, 


(Hs.WareVilla-c,  l.s  l'J. 
(lis.  St.  Johnsbtirv.  Vt.. 

181G. 
di.-.  ]Moii.-:on,  182o. 


Orral  (Norcross,)  Jkirt, 
Keziah,  Avifc  of  Gad  Hitch- 
cock. 

Prudence,wife  of  Abel  Ijurt,  di>. 

Laura  Hitchcock,  died. 

Ambrose  Kirtland,  died. 

Mabel,  wife  of  Ambrose  K.,  died. 

Stephen  Pynchon,  dievl. 

Sally,  wife  of  Stephen  i*.,    (bed  IS.ji;. 

Daniel  Bliss,  dis.  Groton,  N.  V  181 'J. 

Bathsheba,  Stednian,  wife 

of  John  S.,  dis.  Ware  Vill.,  i  s-js. 

Marcia  Sherman.  died  1832,  a;zed  l". 

Lucy  (Morgan,)  Matthews,  dis.Antwer}>,  N.Y.182o. 

Samuel  Patrick,  died  1831,  aged  73. 

William  lirown,  c.  c.  1835. 

Asenath,  wife  of  Thomas 

Bhss,  died  1817. 

Sarah,  wife  of  Christopher 

Ward,  died  1832. 

Daniel  Haynes,  died  181G. 

Hannah,  wife  of  Daniel  H.,  died  1838. 

Mehitable  Dearth,  wife  of 
Thomas  D.,  died. 

Emily,  wife  of  Bela  AVelch,  dis.  1827. 

Wid.  Sarah  Hitchcock,        died  1835,  aged  'Jo. 

Wid.  Anne  Lumbard,  died  1832,  aged  00. 

Lydia  Bruce,  wife  of  Ly- 
man B.,  dis.  Sturbridge,  183G. 
Phepe  L.  Belknap,  wife  of 
Moses  B.,  died. 


p.  Joseph  Griggs. 

p.  Rachel    Morgan  (Ward.) 

Nutting, 
p.  Harriet  IMorgan  Trask  Pit- 
ney, 

Hannah  Hitchcock, 
Samuel  Brown, 

Marquis  Converse, 
Sophia,  wife  of  iMarquis  C, 
Orra  Hubbard  Brown. 
Chauncy  Buel, 


died  1839. 
dis. 

dis.  Auburn,  N.Y.  1S31 
died. 

dis.  Richland,  ^Mich. 

1832. 
died  1811. 
(lied  liS'i3. 

dis.  IIonicr,N.Y.,  1^-7 
di-.  Sangcrlield,  X.  \  • 
1818. 
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May  4,1817.  p.  P^enj.  Sherman,  died  1S45. 

July  6,    "      p.  Mary,   wife   of  Soloipou 

Dunham,  dis.  S.  Briinfiekl,  Lm'T. 

p.  Wid.     Catherine  Brown 

Perry. 

"      p.  Lucy  Hubbard  Hitchcock,   dis.  Homer,  N.Y.,  1S27. 
*'  p.  Cynthia,  wife  of  Orhindo 

Griggs,  die'i. 
"         "      p.  Lucy,  wife  of  Levi  Tiionip- 

son,  dis.  S.  Briuilield,  l<•^10. 

"        "      p.  Mary  Eichard^on,  died  l<s2'.). 

"        «      p.  William  TarbcU,  c.  c.l.S:35. 

"         <-      p.  Betsy,  wife  of  Wm.  Tarbell.  " 

»^      p.  Calista,  D.  Nieliol.-.  di-.  Palmer,  16.31. 

'4         "      p.  Bathsheba(Stebbins,)3roon,  died  IS  i:3. 
Sept.  7,  1-  Hannah,   wife   of  Joseph 

Griggs,  died. 
Jan.  4,  1818.  p.  Zenas  Holbrook, 

"        «      p.  Sarah,  w^ife  of  Zenas  H.,  died. 

«      p.  Charles  Barrows,  died  1810/ 

p.  Mary  (Melntyre.)  Eaton,     dis.  Monson,  1821. 
"      p.  Eebecca  Melntyre,  died. 
i«        «     p.  Mary  F.  (Morgan,)  Brew- 
ster, "  dis.  Peru,  1826. 
July  4,    "      P-  Sarah  Blodgett  Patrick,       dis.  Ware  1823. 
u               p.  Rosetta  Lyon,  dis.  Lndfield,  1822. 
a               p.  Mahalath  (Griggs.)  Peck- 
ham,  dis.  AVestminster,  18  14. 
tt        u       1.  Lucy,  wife  of  Bartholomew 

Brown,  died. 
Nov.  1,   "      P-  Azubah  Chapin,  dis.  Ludlow,  182.^. 

Jan.  3,'l810.  p.  Christopher  Ward,  J^'^'^- . , 

u               p.  Lyman  Bruce,  'HS-  Sturbridge,  iSob. 

u         f      p.  Jona.  B^o^vn.  ,  .  ,  ,  , 

"      p.  Ebenezer  Cadwcll.  dis.  Brooktield,  1^21. 
u         *i      p.  Margarett,  wife  of  Elijah 

Groves,  .  ^lied. 

*^               p.  Wid.  Anne  Bond,  died  18.j4. 

-  p.  Lucy  Bishop,  ^^ied. 

"      p.  Mary,  wife  of  James  John-  v  w>>i 

dis.  Africa,  l8o8. 
u        u      p.  Hannah  Kimball  Durfee,     dis.  Palmer,  1810.^^ 

u      p.  Laura  Abbott,  _      dis.Cortland,N.^  .L-b.-. 

«  p.  Rachel  Harvey,  wife  ot  J. 

M.  Warren',  ^^ied  18  b'. 

-  p.  Persis  (Holbrook.)  Lee.       (li^.  Dr.   .;<pring  c^^ 
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Jan.  3,  1819. 


jNIarcli  7, 


Sarali  TarbeU  Sherman. 
Mary  E.  UubbarJ  CTOs^, 
Priiicis  Chipp, 

Betsy,  wife  of  liond, 

Josiali  Hayward. 


Anne,  wife  of  Josiah  H.. 
Thomas  llubbanl. 
Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  ii.. 
Ebenezer  ^ViUiam^, 
EHza,  wife  of  l-lbeiiezer  AV., 
Nehemiah  William-, 
Nabby  II.,  wife  of  Neh.  W., 
Lorin  liaker. 
Lucy,  wife  of  Loriii  15. 
p.  William  I'phaii!. 


U.. 


Nancy,  wife  of  Wm. 
Cheney  SolanJer. 
Mary,  wile  of  Cheney  S. 
Persis,  wife  of  J.  Whitwell. 
Joseph  Blodaetl. 
Amariah  Iloll^rook. 
Orlando  Griggs. 
Liicina  Griggs. 
Annis  Griggs  Stebbins. 

Polly  Austin,  wife  of  

Austin, 

p.  Anne  II.,wife  of  Joshua  Up- 
ham. 

p.  Betsy  H.  Baseome. 
p.  Horace  Ilayward. 
p.  Marcia  Upham  Allen, 
p.  Joshua  Upham. 
p.  Lyman  Upham. 
p.  Augusta  Smith, 
p.  Persis  llaynes  Ru:^scll, 
p.  Adeline  liaxter  Bigfdow. 
p.  Malina  Hitchcock  Wale-, 
p.  Alice  Walker, 
p.  Sophrona  Tarbell  Ab  )ey. 
p.  John  C.  Baldwin, 
p.  Alvin  Upham, 
Theodore  Barrows, 
Austin  Janes, 
Clara,  wife  of  H.  Simons.  Jr 
Sally  Parker. 
Iluldah,  wife   of  Charle 
Barrows, 


died  1840. 

dis.  Mendon,  1^2>. 

dis.  Southamj)ton.  1>'J1. 

dis.  AVale..,  B^l'.'. 

(Ued  1845. 

died  1.^20. 

died  18.j5. 

died  185;j. 

died. 

died  1.S27. 

dis.  Vernon.  Ct.,  18  10. 
died. 


died. 

died  lb  I--'. 


died, 
died. 

dis.  Hadlv,  l.>--'l 


dis.  Springfield,  IS'Jo. 
died. 


dis.  Warren,  18 "J  1. 
dis.  AVare  Vill..   h^ •-'•). 
dis.  Sturbriiliie.  h^.">l. 


died  is:;  I. 

di<.  Paxton,  l>2t' 


dis.  Belchertown.  !>-'•■ 
dis.  Ashfield,  1^2'".. 
dis.  Warren,  Is-Ji. 
dis.  Hin<dah\  1^-7. 
died. 

dis  S.  Hadlev,  K-":'-. 


died. 


/ 
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May  2,1819.  p.  David  Hoar,  dis.WaiTen, ls;;i. ror'd 

1834,  died  IS  LS. 

"  p.  Catherine,  wife  of  David  H..  died. 

"      p.  Orsamus  Janes,  died  l(S-47. 

p.  Rutli,  wife  of  Orsamus,  .)., 
p.  Elkanali,  Spring, 
p.  Phebe,  wife  of  Elkanah  S., 
p.  Lemuel  Lumbard. 
p.  Lucina,  wife  of  Lemuel  L.,  died  ISOw. 
p.  Betsy,  wife  of  Justin  Keye.-,  died  l.s2r,. 
"      p.  Lucretia,  wife  of  Jonathan 

Brown,  died  184'J. 

"      p.  Mary,    wife    of  Charles 

Bugbee,  dis.  Pahner,  18:34. 

p.  Olive,  wife  of  Asa  Nutting,  died. 
"      p.  James  Brown. 

p.  Emily,  wife  of  James  B. 
"      p.  Polly  Hitchcock  Lovett,  ^     c.  c.  18;"jr>. 
p.  Lucy  Sherman,  wife  of  Na- 
than Prouty, 

"      p.  Lucy  Salsbury  Allen,  dis.  Sturbridge,  1^20. 

p.  Sophronia  W.  Wheeler.  dis.  1832,  rec  d  again 
^       ^  1840. 

Susan  W.  Emmons.  dis.  Hinsdale,  1840. 


a  a 


u 


P 


"      p.  Velina  Janes  Tucker. 


dis.Warren,  18: 
died. 


p.  Lucy  Hitchcock  Bli; 
July  4,  "      p.  Daniel  Burt,  ^,1.-0 
p.  Linus  Hoar,    •  *ljed  l-s-^u. 

u        u      p.  Lucy,  wife  of  James  INIoore,  died. 
«        "      p.  Media,  wife  of  Jesse  3Iiller,  died, 
p.  Margarett,  wife  of  Timothy 

Bli.s,  <1ied  1838. 

p.  Betsy  B.  Phdips,  dis.  Monson,  1827 

p.  Amanda  Hoar,  dis.  Granby,  l^--. 

p.  Emma  (Hoar,)  Tyler,         dis.  Warren  IhL-. 
p.  Abigail(Upham,)]\rcClentic,  dis.  Sturbridge,  Lv^l  . 
p.  Salome  Morgan,  <lis.  Kpchcster,  N.  ^ 

p.  Hannah  (Cadwell)  Fay,      ^     ^[1^^-  ' 
p.  Mary  (Brown,)  Daniels,  ' 


(lis.  Prescott,  18;)U. 


Sept.,  p.  Benjamin  Sherman,  Jr.  ^  ,  t^,- 

.      ^    T„  "L  AT.,ff;^o.  dis.  Palmer,  L^4/. 


James  Nutting, 


p.  Vashti,  wife  of  Jesse  Hitcli- 

cock, 

p.  Jesse  iNIillcr,  \^'-  ^-  . 

p.  Elbridge  Philip.,  ' 

I  Celyndli  Mason,  M  .  is-XJ 

,  Maivia  (Stebbins,)  Hyde,     dis.  Mon.)..,  Me.,  I^-0. 
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DATE  OP 
ADMISSION. 


Sept.,  1810.  p.  Lectana  Hatch. 
"  "  p.  Mercy  Morgan, 
"         "      p.  i\[ary  Aune  -Moore. 


Sept.  3, 1820 


May,  1821. 
1822. 


Jan.,  1820. 


April, 

a 

June, 
Sept., 
Oct, 


Mary  (Barrows,)  Abby, 
Abiallori  Janes, 
Mary,  wife  of  Ablallon  J 
Lydia  (Carter,)  AVilliains 
Orson  Sherman. 
Asa  Hitchcock, 
Emma,  wife  of  Oliver  Blair. 
Betsy,  wife  of  Linus  Hoar, 
Sarah  P.,  wife  of  James 

Anthony, 
Sarah  B.  l)oolittle. 
Thomas,  Fay,  Jr., 

Electa,  wife  of  Cyrus  Janes, 
.  Hannah,wifcof Wm.  Brown, 
.  Ruth,  wife  of  Benj.  Sher- 
man. 
1.  Elias  Carter, 
1.  Endosia,  wife  of  Elias  C, 
1.  Katv,  Salsbury, 
1.  Typhena(Stedman.)  Totter 


c.  c.  1S25,  died 

dis.  Rochester.  N.  V.. 

182y. 
dis.  Belchertown. 


dicci. 

dis.  Dwi'iht,  Ark.  IVr., 


dis.  Providenr.',  li.  I- 
dis.  Malta,  In.  Y.,  1>  J-. 
dis.     New  Pro^iM.t. 
.  N.  Y.  lb-Jo. 

died  is;h;. 


Feb.,    1824,  1. 


Wid.  Elizabeth  Eaton 
Almira  (Eaton,)  Ilayden. 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lyman 

Upham. 
Anna,  wife  of  Calvin  Hoar, 
Nathan  Brownell. 


c.  c.  1^05. 


dis.  Worcester,  18.''1. 

dis.  Statford,  IbOO. 
dl>.  Southbridjc, 
dis.  Auburn,  \^->^^. 


May,    1825.  1.  Joel  Fuller, 


it 

Aug., 

Nov., 
Jan., 

.a 
n 
a 
a 


March, 


1820, 


1.  Lydia,  wife  of  Joel  F. 
p.  Bathsheba  Nichols, 
1.  Wm.  Fay, 

:Mary,  wife  of  Wm.  F 
Hannah  (Allen,)  I'.rig 
Eudosia  Janes. 
Harriet  Janes. 
Susan  Farrar, 
Sophia  Janes. 
Nancy  (Janes,)  Ross, 
Harrison  Bisho]), 
:\Iargarett,  wife  <• 
son  B., 
,  Wid.  Elvira  Lyon 


1. 

P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 

1. 

1. 


died. 

.lis.Wlndham,Ct.,l 
dis.  Cooper.^town,N.^  • 
18:»1. 

died  lb2'.». 
died  is:>l). 

ahd  F^''-'- 

dis.  Coleraln.',  lb.)". 


dis.  r>arre,  isJT. 

,11^.  Warr.Mi.  F^l''. 

is;i:' 


II; 


died. 
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DATE 

ADMISSION. 

.\AiI£.S. 

lllTTOtlV. 

March,  182G. 

P- 

Betsy  W.  Rohinson. 

dis. 

P- 

Mary  "Watson, 

ilied. 

V' 

Urvil  (Jane<.)  bueruiuji. 

V' 

T?1I_      /L'l  \.'' 

ll.iiza(^li(M'nian.)bi;iournev . 

di-.  U.^toid.  b^  10. 

p. 

Lamira  Tarbell, 

c.  c.  1835. 

^. 

p- 

Wasiionrn  Lnrubniu. 

di>.  0.\tbrd,  lc<:ju. 

p- 

W  illiani  L.  Ilitchcock. 

di-.  Ellicotvillr..  X.  V. 

i8;jG. 

*ua}, 

p- 

Mary (Huhbarcl.)  Gauiwell. 

<li-.  Pahner  b^o'J. 

p- 

TLX                  T          t  1 

Harvey  Linnljarci. 

p- 

Abner  hitchcock,  iJra.. 

r>elcheri()\vu.  1 

p- 

Marcus  Hitchcock. 

dis.  ^  roc'd 

p. 

Aeial  Cnarle.-j. 

died. 

p- 
V' 

Sy  1  ve  ?t  er  H 1 1  eh  cook , 
Lelynda  (.5ane.-,)  hinei-.-oa. 

di-.  Ware  Vill..  bs  !•_>. 

• 

I'- 

Hannah  Hunn, 

di'-d. 

p- 

Mary  C.  (Tarlteik)  Pa'.Lii-, 

p- 
l'« 

Jreggy  jsuiuii'^-. 
Emily  .Moore. 

'iicd. 

p- 

Lncy(HubbaL-il.)r  airbank-. 

<li.-.  ^.  rcc'd. 

p- 

Lyilia  (Hnblniivk)  Krep. 

(hs.  3Ionson.  b^.j'J. 

p- 
p. 

bally  (HitchcoeU,)  t;ptia:u. 
Ruth  (Jane^,)  ^^^oou. 

dis.  liroMktield. 

p- 

Lucinda  Crouc  h. 

dl.-.  Genoa,  N.Y..  162 'J. 

p. 

Liucy  brown. 

iHr.   Richland.  Mlrh.. 

'  1832. 

.Inly. 

p- 

Wiu.  Pijcbt;  (liate^.)  Eo.-ler, 
Vasliii,  wifh  oi' Kzra  Porry, 

di..  Palmer.  ls->. 

j). 
p- 

di(?d  1  o_  (  . 

Caphiia.v/it'c  of  .Tolni  lionck 

p- 

Lucy,  wile  o[  John  l.)unbar. 

•  u.-.  bnnniclu,  v..  i  '^-^-^ 

p- 

AnianJa  Coir. 

dis. 

p- 

r^lizaljeth  H.  lU-uce. 

p- 

Luey  i'^.,  (lllichcock.)  Uil- 
deroy. 

p- 

Sarah  Ueecl  NiUtinu. 

dis. 

Sept.. 

]>• 

Eli  Barrows. 

P' 

}>• 

Warren  Luuibarck 
MartliM  (liitcucoCA.)  i.'eir\. 

died. 

p. 

John  Tooliaiu'.c, 

•  lUd. 

.laii.  1827. 

p- 

iiarvey  <..*ooilale. 

p- 

1. 
1. 

Eli '/'I  /^1>l*nr^  liiviiiii/ 

Nelson  \V'ork>. 

 ,  wife  of  -Sel-^on  \V. 

dis. Verona.  N.Y..  b^.'>_'. 

.luly. 

I. 

Amherst  KoblnsoiJ. 

dl--.  Ware  A  i!b,  b^oC 

1. 

Belila,  wife  of  Amln  i'-r  b'.. 

di~. ' 

Sept.. 

p- 

Andrew  Ferr<  l. 

p- 

DaviJ  H.  DaniMs. ' 

di^-.  PiCM-oit.  1^"'<'. 

1 
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DATE 

ov 

ADMISSION. 

NAMES. 

UUTOKT. 

Jau., 

1828. 

V' 

Lucinda  Browning. 

•  iir-d. 

u 

li 

p.  Mary  (Austin,)  Smith, 

di.-.  Cliicopee.  lSo"i. 

May, 

P- 

Jedidali,    wl!e    of  Abiier 
Brown, 

1. 

Eli  Hoar, 

di>.  ChieopL-e. 

Jan., 

i82y. 

P- 

Martin  Biclani.xHU 

ii 

P- 

Moses  11.  Baldwin. 

Pauiucket.    Ik  I. 

18;]1. 

Sept., 

1. 

Susan  (KUis.)  I'pliuin, 

di-.  Sturbriikjc.  i^;;.;. 

1. 

lUehitable  Sumner. 

Nov., 

1. 
I. 

Marcia.wileot  \V  rn.Aiciiois. 
Gratia,  wife,  of  El^enezer 

Jan., 

i8oO. 

William.^. 

.'.V. 

Nov., 

P- 

Mary  (ronton.)  Cii:ui(il',T. 

di>.  Belclicilown,  l^i  b"-. 

P- 

Marcia(r  enton,)  Alexander 
jNancy  r.  wile  ot  Bcv.  Jo- 
sepli  V  aul. 

di^.lIomer.N.  Y.,18;r.k 

Mar., 

1831. 

1. 

dis.  wSomers,  lc<  l.'». 

P- 

Martha  (Williaia.^ )  Piiiler. 

May, 

P- 

Abner  llitelico(^k. 

P- 

i'hihp  Hubbanl. 

P- 

Lamon  Iviehard.-on. 

died. 

a 

p. 

CVensa,  w  il'e  ot'  .Jo^i  nii  l 

dis.  Hartford. Ct..  IMi' 

a 

P- 

Eliza  larboll. 

r.  e,  1^>."3.>. 

i. 

P- 

Anne^  (IIol brook.)  Brown. 
James  S.  Smith. 

July, 
(. 

P- 

di>. 

.. 

P- 

Urvil  luetciier  Cini:;i>. 

i. 

P- 

luartiia  (  v.t ri ^g^. )  L  ori  • . . 

di.-.  Siurbridire.  l>-"'> 

Aug., 

P- 

Daupinii  Brown. 

di.-^.  nioomin'j-ville.  111.. 

1837.  ^ 

(. 

p. 

Sila,  wife  of  Dauphin  B.. 

P- 

Alvin  Jane::. 

a 

P- 

Mary,  Avife  of  Alvin 

" 

P- 

Albigcnee  AValdo  Gri-zu-. 

e.  e.  i«l'). 

a 

P- 

ijedocia,  v;i[e  or  A.  W  .  d.. 

P- 

Polly,  M'ife  ol  l%lia.s  Snow. 

(lis.  A:  rce'd. 

a 

P- 

Amos  B.  Dunbar, 

di.-.  Dudley,  l-^.iO. 

a 

i- 

P' 

a 

p. 

Mary  IMack. 

i. 

P- 

William  K.  Vaill. 

di.-. 

Nov., 

P- 

Ezra  Perry, 

died  BS4^. 

a 

P- 

Hannah,  wife  of  Philemon 
Warren. 

lllCCl  10<JO. 

i» 

P- 

Moses  Tyler, 
.  Cyril  R.  Brown,  Dea. 

dis.ChagrinEall.-^.  1.^11 

a 

ii 

P 

a 

a 

P- 

Mary,  wife  of  C.  K.  P.. 

a 

i. 

P" 

Nabby,   wife   ol'  Orlaiuk 
Gri"""'>>.  ^ 

*  'op'  » 

died  BS.3.;. 

7 
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DATE  OF 
ADMISSION. 


Nov.,    1831.  p.  Lydia,  Avifc  of  AUti^enoo 
Griggs. 

"      p.  Lydia,  Avife  of  ITarvey  Fon- 
ton. 

"      p.  Lorin  Clark,  i\Ion>on,  1  s  I'.i. 

"  p.  Mary,  Avife  of  Lorin  C..  di<. 

'•'         "      p.  William  J.  Sherman. 
"  p.  Joanna,  wife  of  AVm.  J.  S. 

"      p.  Solomon  Homer,  Hon. 
"  p.  Edwin  Adam?. 

"         «      p.  Lienor  C  Chajiin.  dis.  Sturbridge,  183:;. 

"         "      p.  Asa  Sherman. 

"  p.  Aaron  Bliss.  ^Vis. 

"  p.  Thomn>  Doartli,  dr.,  .lis.  Charle^to^vn,  Iowa. 

1842. 

«  p.  Marcia  (Goodale,)  Webber,  dis.  Holland,  isln. 

"         "      p.  William  L.  Hitchcools-.         o.  c.  IS'^.o. 
^'         "      p,  Joseph  L.  Bruce.  dis. 

p.  Eliza  Bruce,  dis,  Sturbridge,  l-^-"-'"-. 

p.  Electa  Caroline  Brncc. 
"  p.  Roxana  Bruce. 

p.  Charlotte  Bruce,  "  J'  *' 

"         '«      p.  Abigail  Hitchcock.  c.  c.  1845. 

p.  Nancy  C.  (Perry.) Merrick,  dis.  Sturbridge,  ls  [-_>. 
.Jan.,     1832.  1.  Lucy,  wife  of  Otis  Se-^-^ion-,  c.  c.  1835. 

]   ^lo<p^  TTiideru'ood,  di^.  NorthCoventry.t!. 

1831. 

I.  Clarissa,  wife  of  ^Moses  U..    "       -  '! 
p.  INIercy,   wife   ot'  Thoma- 
Sherman. 
i'      p.  Persisjwifc  of  Ira  Hitchcock. 
^.      p.  Justin  Morgan,  'bed  1843.  _ 

-      p.  Sarah,  wife  of  Ju^in  .M..     c.  c.  1^4fi,  died  1N.>... 
p.  Lvdia  L.  Wv]e=,  wife  oi' 

*  John  W.,  f^i?,  c^:  rec  d. 

p.  Susan.wifeofSamMPntrick.  di^.  Bloomingvlih",  ill., 

1838. 

"      p.  John  Dunbar,  dis.BrimfiehbO..  l.-:'.-.. 

p.  Catherine  (Brown,)  ( .Ui'.nn,  dis. 
u        ^.      p.  Mary  Griggs  IMonson. 

p.  Rhoda    (Stebbins,)  Blan- 
chard 

1   B-t^v,wifeofNeh.Williams,  di<.  Vernon,  ('t.,  l-^lb. 
p!  Lou^ia  (Janes,)  Tarbell,       died  BS47. 
p.  Sophia  (Prince,)  Slierman. 

M.,,   ..    1.  ,85.. 


March. 


I 
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DATE  OF 
ADiriHSION. 


Sept.,   18S2.  1.  John  Pum-]-, 

p.  Joseph  G.  Fay.  c.  c  Is.l'). 

Nov..  1.  Lois  (]Mor=o.y  Gofflnl.'. 

Jan.,     18.1;L  p.  William  AVcbber. 
March,    "      1.  Lucy,   \\\[\\   of  Svlvcstcr 

Ilitclicodc.  <hs.  Ware  N'ill.,  l.sl'J. 

July,      "      p.  Ebeuezer  Kni^hr. 

"      p.  Tliirsa,  wife  oF  J'^bene/.er  K.' 
"         "      ]>.  PnKl(3nre,  wW'o  oC  P.arnanl 
Dean, 
p.  Flavilhi  Ward. 
"         "      p.  vSarah  Pond  Ilolbruok.         <lis.  Columbia,  Ci. 

p.  Sarah  (Plair,)  ^tevrick.       dis.  Monson,  lS:;i>. 
"         "      ]).  William  T)o\vni!v^.  'Ii^.  Cliaiirin  F:ill->.  ().. 

p.  Joseph  Hitchcock.  'li>.  r'abotvillc.  isij. 

Sept..      "       !.  Patty,\vife  f)t' Marcus  Ilitcii- 
cock. 
1.  Louisa  Nichols. 
'Ian..     is.Ti.  \.  Luthera,  wii'c   of  Lemuel 
Alhm. 

May,  1.  Flavilla  Ilaywav.l  Dibble.      c  IS.Vi. 

1.  Lncrelia,  wife  of  Kli  Par- 
rows. 

Au2'.,      "       1.  Sophia,    wili'   of  Sullivan 
AlexandiM-. 

Sept..  1.  Svbil,   wife  of  C'hri-'opbcr 

"  W^ard. 
"         •*      ]).  Ruby  Blanchard. 
July,     18or).   \.  Mary  Keminclon. 

Sept..      ••■       1  William  W:ird.  di-^  Wan-en.  18.V2. 

\).  Ilezekiah  Ferry, 

p.  Anne,  wife  of  Hezekiah  F..  died  18  L0. 
"         "      p.  Laura  (Spring,)  Winter.      di^.  Slmiesburry.  I  S.')."), 
p.  Lydia  C.  Foster. 

p.  Marv  Pb'ss  Downing'.  'bs.  Chayjiin  FaU>.  O.. 

18o0. 

Mar.,    183(;.  L  Susan  William^.  fUs.Chilirothe.( )..  1  b^. 

"  1.  Augusta  Wheeler. 

April,     "       1.  Martha    wife  .VJfred 
Hitchcock. 

June.  1.  Luke  Parsons,    ^  'H.--  We^tboio,  18;57. 

••       1.  Tryphena,  wito  of  Lidve  P„  " 
Sept.,  1.  Eliza  M.  Tyler, 

Nov  1-  Plizabetb,  wife  of  Fbilip 

Hubbard. 

"       1837.   \.  Pamelia.MifeofDavid Hoar,  tils.  Mousuii,  18.')?. 
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DATE  OF 
ADMISSION. 


Jan., 

1808. 

p.  Solomon  Bond. 

.i 

p.  Amos  Hitchcock, 

(lis. 

AnyKvan.ch..l>' 

ii 

p.  Hezekial  D.  Pcn-\-. 

■  lis. 

Am.  Coll.  iN-ld. 

u 

ii 

p.  Calvin  AV.  Nutting, 

di>;. 

Palmer,  b^  17. 

ii 

a 

p.  Susan,  wifeofAbncr  Hitch- 

cock, 

«hs. 

ijclchertown.  1  > 

u 

a 

p.  Chloe  (Hubbai-d.)  FiilhT, 

-li^. 

Pnhnrr, 

ii 

a 

p.  Louisa  Hubbard. 

]May, 

ii 

p.  Mary  Ann  Homer. 

p.  Harriet  N.  Hitchcock. 

July, 

1.  Joseph  A^aill,  Ecn 

di<. 

Soin(M-<.  1  s  I,'. 

1.  Lucina,  vsife  (if  Solomon 

Homer. 

p.  Hannah  Sniith  Avery.  dia.  Sprinirti(dd,  lS.l;j. 

u         ••      |).  Delia  Kli-s  l^icrcc  dis  W.  IJoylsiou,  18u'.'. 

Sept.,  I.  John  Paine,  dis.  AVoodstock.  b^bb 

1.  Mary  Ann  wite  of  dolm  P.,  •• 
].  Paul  W.  Pai-e,  Dea. 
«  1.  Samuel  A.  Hitch(^,ock. 

b  Sarah  G.  (Wyles.)  Ib.own.    died  isli). 
p.  Phcbe  C.  SpriuL^ 
Jan.,  1.  Calvin  IMarsh,  died  l^iou. 

b  Lydia,  wife  of  Calvin  M..    died  1<S.3(;. 
«  1.  Wid.  Sarah  Bond.  .Tied  lx'>-b 

a         ^-      p.  p:iiza  Ann(Soland«^r,)Wiiit- 
ncy. 

"       b  Emory  Pien^e, 
«  1.  EHza,  wife  of  Emory  lb  ,  .  ,j  ,  >.  , 

b  John  C.  Draper,  di...  l^.-ookneld.  1M2. 

a        -      b   ,  wife  of  J.  C.  D.. 

b  RachelM.wife  of  Otis  Lane.  di~.  Wnrc  Vdb  b^  bb 

1.  Lucinda,    wife  of  Ceor-c 

"       b  Delia  Chandler,  die.  belrhertown.  J  ^  bj. 

Jan.,     1840.  1.  Alfred  E.  Pierce. 

u  b  Mar^arett,  wife  ot  Alfred  i  . 

March     -      p.  Eliza,  wife  of  Wm.  Ward,   died  iNio. 

p.  Aususta,wifeof  Simon  Ward.  dn.  s.  r.o.ton.  bs  b.. 
p.  Phi1a,  wife  of  Olive r  Perry, 
b  ^Vnna  H.  wir(^   of  bewi^ 
.Stebbins. 

b  Caroline,  wife   of  Willnmi  . 
Needham,  ,h-^.  .southl)ndKc.  l^  b.. 


May,  p. 


p.  Wid.  Rebecca  Bliss, 
n   K^ther.    wife    ol"  Lemuel 


p.  Esther 

Lumbard 


.Nov.,      -       i.  Chloe,  wite  of  Elia^  Smith,  died  lU. 
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DATE  OF 
ADMISSION. 


Nov.,    1840.  1.  Elizabeth,  Avile  of  Joreminii 
Burt. 

Jan.,     1841.-  1.  Dauphin  Brown.  Deu. 

"  *'  1.  Abby,  wife  of  Dauphin  15. 
March,    "       h  Phebe,  wife  of  AVilliam  S. 

Nichols,  <lis.  jMon-iiu.  is',}. 

Oct.,       "       1.  StiHman  Eastabrook,  di?.  Paitlan.l.  1  s  1 

«        "       1.   ,  wife  of  Stillman  10..  - 

April,  1842.   1.  Ward  Davi.^,  di-.  Ware,  i >  M. 

"  1.  Sarah,  wife  of  Ward  D.. 

June,  1.  Sophia,  wlfeofliev.  (r.  (  . 

Patridire. 
«        "       1.  Asa  ^I.  IvniLdiL 
Sept.,  p.  Newton  S.  llubb;u-d. 

"      p.  William  Upliaiu,  di.^.  Speneer,  ls.'.<». 

p.  Simon  B.  AVavd,  di<.  S.  Boston,  isi. 


.  Clark  B.  Trriircr^.  o.  c.  l  '^^  b 


«  p.  Snsan,\vifcofTiuiot]ivr>l!-^-;. 

«         "      p.  Lydia  A.  Grigiis.  di^d  1S.>1. 

"  p.  Sarah  Upliam. 

«      p.  Mary  (Ilubbard.)  Tower,     dis.  recM. 
«         "      p.  .lane  (Hubbard,)  h\,-ntoM,     die<l  is.Vi. 
ti  p.  Josephine  (Hownrd.)  Smvi- 

j,er,  di.s.  .\iiy  l\v:in.' Ii.  1  ^■') 

p.  Laura  (Fcnton,)  Spauldinii'. 
Dee.,      "       1.  Sarepta,  wifn  of  irarvey 
.Tane.-. 

March.  184-i.  p.  Submit  Browning. 

a        "      p.  Lydia,  wifcof  Snmu(M  Hul)- 

bard. 

«  p.  Anne  Johnson. 

May.  "  h  Mary,wife  of  Aaron  Lyman. 
June.  k  Sarah,wife  of  Newton  Hub- 

bard. 

Aug.,      "      k  Eunice  Knight. 

k  William  Cady,  di>.  Warrm,  IH  il. 

"  1.  Lucinda  Hayne-. 

1.  Harriet  Burnham.  dis.  Palmer.  1^..  I. 

Sept.,      "      p.  Sophia,    wifo    of  B.nn.d 

^  Parker,  <^i«^^  l^'^''- 

^'         "      p.  Sarah,  wife  6f  John  Pronty. 

p.  Sarah  Blis.. 
.i         i;      p.  Sarah  D.  (Lineohi,)  Hale. 
.  ^.      p.  Eudosia  (Converse,)  Flynt,  dis.  Monsou.  1h.,l. 

p.  Adeline  (Brown,)  Kmiinlk  di.M  1  S  h  . 

p.  Calvin  L.  Upham. 
Julv,    1844.    k  Lueinda,    wife    of    David  Lawn-nr., 
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DATE  OF 
ADIOSSION. 


Mar.,    1845.  1.  Owen  Griiiitli. 

"  p.  Catherine  Brown. 

May,  p.  ^largarett  Fairbanks. 

3Iar.,    1846.  1.  Clarissa.wife  of  T\'m.  A\  urd.  ai.^.  AVarreii,  1662. 
May,  1.  Horace  Nichols. 

"         "       i.  Sarah,  wife  of  .janies  -Blaif. 
Mar.,    1847.  1.  Luther  Walker,  died  LSf):.. 

"  1.  Experience,  wife  of  L.  W. 

I  Jairus  Walkei-. 
1.  Lucy,  wife  of  daint-  W. 

1.  Tyler  Child^.  d\>.  Chicopee.  l.s:.(t. 

I-  Nancy,  wife  of  Tyler  ('.,  " 
"       1.  Rebecca,  wife  of  Amasiah 

Robinson. 
1.  Lucinda,    wih-    of  Abnc-r 

Hitchcock. 
1.^49.  1.  Azubah,    wife    of  Aaron 

eTohn?on. 
I.  Hannah,   wife  of  \Vil>on 

Homcj-. 

Jan.,      1850.    I.  C  R.  Wcirren,  wife  of  J. 
M.  A\'arr(,-n. 

p.  Mary,  (Sherman,)  Siebbins.  di<.  l65fi.  Scott.  "VVi>. 
Feb.,  1.  Jason  Morse.  Rev. 

I.  Abbie  Parson-,  wife  of  Ja- 
son M'orse,  difd  IS.VJ. 
April,             1.  Ednah,wifeofHenryL\nian. 
May               1.  Betsy  Orury. 

^-         *•      1.  jMary  Urary. 
July,       "      p.  Harriet  (Honier,j Arnold,     di^.  Ch;vchind.0..1.>'i-'> 
"  p.  Elizabeth  (Parker,)  Spear,  died  ]  >^5."). 

p.  Ursula  J.  Sha\v. 
p.  Henry  E.  Hitchcock. 
}).  Calvin  A.  Marsh. 
Sept.,  1.  Perllnsa,    wif'    of  I^lia.- 

Smith. 

Feb.,     1851,   \.  Catherine  (Mor^e,)  wife  of 

Orson  Sherman. 
July       ••      p.  Ruth  C.  Sherman. 
"  p.  jlinerva  B.  Walker. 

"      p.  Charles  Barrows. 
"         "    '  p.  Edwin  B.  Allen. 
Jan.,     1852.  p.  Sarah  J.  Warren. 

p.  Sarah  S.  Brown. 
1.  Ellas  L.  Snow. 
May,  h  Lovan,  wife  of  Elias  Snow. 

Nov.,      "      p.  George  B.  Hitchcock. 
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DATE  Oi-' 
ADMISSION. 


Nov..    1852.  p.  George  AV.  Paicre. 

"        "      p.  Mai/ L.  Puigef 
Jau.,     185;».  p.  Elijah  Allen. 

"  p.  Sarali.  wife  ot"  Eliiaii  A. 

"  p.  Elisba  C.  Mar.^li. 

1.  Catherine,  uf  Jamr.-. 

T.  Brown, 
p.  .lames  T.  Brown, 
p.  Wil.son  Homer, 
p.  Eraory  Liverniore. 
p.  Ahnira.  wife  oi'  Alfred  Con- 
verse. 

p.  Lucy,  wife  of   Henry  1'". 
Brown. 

Mar..    16o;J.  p.  Eliza  (Ivni<i'ut.)  Wileox.       'li«'(i  l.S'iL 
p.  3Iartha  H.  121i5>. 
"  p.  Emily  J.  Brown. 

••      p.  Fidelia  L.  Alexander. 
"        "      p.  Frances  M.  Howard. 
May,  p.  Hannah,  wife  t>f  Geor.ui- 

Wirrht. 

"         -      p.  Mary,  wife  of  David  3Ioul- 
ton. 

«  p.  Harriet,  (E.)  :Mar^h.  wile 

of  C.  A.  Mar.^h. 
"  y..  Sarah  J.  Bla.hfield. 

a  I).  Albert  S.  Prontv. 


p.  GeorL,^e  IE  Le'do 


David  VV.  Jane-. 


I.  :Mar.,    1854,  p.  Olive,  win- of  J.  Brown- 


mir. 


r  p.  Chloe,  wile  of  Klliot  Alex- 

auder. 

t  p.  Mary  Tarbeii. 

I                 Mav,  I.  Sophia  Parr^on^.  wile  oiMa- 

|.                     "  son  iMorse. 

I                 Mav.  1855.  1.  Salinu,  who  of  Kdwin  Allen. 

I  p,  Alurcd  Homer. 

I  ^.      p.  Ruth,  wile  of  Aliired  U. 

I                     ..  p.  Charlotte  A.  A.  Houier. 

J                    ..  p.  Heli  ^V.  Howard. 

^                    -  p.  Candace,  wife  of  ludi  H- 
u       1^  Marionette,  wife  of  Solomon 

I  Horner. 

June.  1.S5<;.  p.  Mary  Eawion  l>rown. 


ATPENDIX  A. 


From  records  already  referred  to,  it  appears  that  in.  1734,  certain  persons  resi- 
ding in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  declared  themselves  Anabaptists.  In  IT-'iO. 
these  with  some  others  were  organized  as  a  church,  with  licv.  Kbonezcr  Moultoii 
as  their  Pastor,  in  17jG,  others  were  added  to  their  number.  Their  first  meet- 
ing house  was  erected  between  1757 — when  they  petitioned  the  town  for  liberty 
to  build — and  1764.,  when  the  house  is  spoken  of  as  already  built.  The  cost 
could  not  have  been  defrayed  by  the  town,  and  was  probably  paid  by  private 
subscriptions.  The  foUowin;:^  are  the  ministers,  who  down  to  the  present  time 
have  succeeded  ]Mr.  Moulton.  Ilev.  James  ilellon,  ordained  1705;  Kev.  Mr. 
Erving,  ordained  1771;  Rev.  Elijah  Codinj^ton,  ordained  177;;;  licv.  Joshua 
Eveleth,  ordained  1826  ;  and  from  that  date  to  this,  Rev.  John  2<l.  Ilunt,  llev.  T. 
Wakefield,  Eev.  G.  Mixter,  Ecv.  Y7.  Cooper,  Ecv.  V.  Church,  Eev.  S.  K.  Allard, 
Rev.  H.  H.  Eazleton,  Rev.  S.  Barrows,  Rev.  A.  A.  Rohin-on  and  l^ev.  Wm.  S. 
Philips. 

1  Dec.  15,  1795.  The  town  of  South  Brimt'ield,  (Holland  hn.vin-  been  sett  oh' 
in  ITSi.) 

Voted  to  purchase  the  old  meeting  house  of  its  owners  and  repair  it. 

Voted  to  raise  S350  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it.  Chose  John  Munger, 
Darius  Munger  and  Oliver  Wales,  a  committee  to  superintend  repairs. 

This  vote  was  subsequently  reconsidered. 

May  2,  i:9'}.  Voted  to  buy  the  meeting  house  of  the  owners  and  cho^e  a 
committee  to  report  a  plan  for  its  repairs. 

The  committee  reported  a  plan  for  the  house,  and  numbered  tho  pews,  pros- 
pectively.   These  were  sold  at  auction  and  deeds  given.  Rut, 

Sept,  7,  1799.    Voted  to  reconsider  ail  that  had  been  done. 

In  Not.  ISOO,  the  town  purchased  the  old  iiousc  of  its  owners. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  town  Feb.  1S02,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  rvM.ort  a 
plan  for  building  a  new  house.  The  committee  reported  that  it  ho  built  i)y  .sale 
of  pews,  and  that  each  denomination  buying  pews,  have  the  u>e  of  the  house  lor 
such  a  part  of  the  year  as  the  money  ihey  contribute  shall  be  of  the  whole  cost. 
In  accordance  with'this  plan,  a  house  was  begim  at  the  south  end  of  v.::  old  one 
in  180-2,  and  completed  during  the  foliowina  year.  The  old  hou^e  was  M,!d  at 
auction,  bv  sections,  Oct.  -i,  160'-). 


!  T.rccn  Ttr..'.T'1=  <■■:  South  BriintieM- 
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In  the  first  apportionment,  the  Baptists  had  the  use  of  ihe  house  ihu^ v-nve  Sab- 
baths of  the  year,  Restoralionists  tv.-elvc,  and  the  suinding  order  (CoD-rcntion- 
alists)  eight.  The  relatire  numbers  in  these  dirierent  denominatioas,%anei 
different  years.  In  1805,  the  Baptists  occupied  the  house  t"enty-rivc  Sabbaths 
Res.  nine,  Cong,  fifteen.  The  arran^emen:  continued  until  ISID,  ihe  Bapu^ts 
only,  having  an  organized  church.  Durin-  that  year  a  Congregational  church 
was  organized.  They  never  had  a  settled  pasujr,  Lat  continued  their  organi^ailo.T 
until  they  sold  their  rights  in  the  house  to  t;.e  Baptists.  They,  having  pur. 
chased  all  the  rights  of^other  denominations  in  the  house,  altered  it  to  its  prtv 
ant  form. 


APPE^TDIX  ?.. 


Monson  was  set  off  from  Brimfield  as  a  '  district,"  in  17G0;  there  having 
been  at  that  time  forty-nine  families  within  irs  limits.  About  the  same  time,  these 
families  began  to  hold  religions  meetings  alternately,  at  Benj.  Mun's,  two  miles 
south-east  from  the  centre,  and  at  Thomas  Stebbins,  i  tvro  miles  north.  - 

In  May,  1762,  the  meeting  house  was  raised,  and  in  June  following,  Mr.  Abi' 
shai  Sabin  was  ordained,  a  chnrcii  being  organized  a:  the  same  time.  A  larpcr 
part  of  the  original  members  or  ihe  new  church  were  from  the  church  in  Brim- 
field.  Most  of  these  made  no  change  of  residence,  bavin::  from  the  first  livevi  i:: 
the  west  district.  Mr.  Sabin  was  dismissed  July,  1771,  after  a  ministry  o- 
nine  years.  Kev,  Jesse  Ives  was  installed  June,  1773,  and  contincd  pa?:or  uniil 
his  death  ISO.'),  a  period  of  thirty  years.  In  Dec.  ISOS,  Fvcv.  Alt'red  T-ly  wa^  or- 
dained in  the  place  of  ?Jr.  Ives.  In  1-Ul,  Kev.  Samuel  Bartlett  was  ordainci 
his  colleague.  In  1S46,  he  was  dismissed  to  accept  of  a  Professorship  in  Wcstcni 
Reserve  College.  Kev.  Charles  B.  Kiitridge  was  installed  colleague  pastor  \viili 
Dr.  Ely,  Oct.  1846,  and  dismissed  .Tune,  IS.^.i.  Kev.  T.  G.  Colton,  is  the  present 
Junior  Pastor  of  the  church. 

The  old  meetinghouse  was  taken  down  in  1S03,  it  having  stood  fony-ono 
years.  The  present  strnpturo  was  erected  in  1  >ri2— completed  and  do  iicatM 
Nov.  ISOO. 


1  Thomas  Stobbin.^,  probabir  a  brother  of  De-i.  .Jchn  St«bh:n5.  «t  first  lived  on  thr 

»i'  the  way  from  his  brother,  bhii  a  mile  north  ol  Simeon  C.\V<.  ronmvr,!  tbrnr^c 
ITowa.'j  the  great  gramlfether  nf  Lewi?  an  i  .X^nrr  srr.v,r:n--. 

2  See  Ilistoriottl  Sermon  by  Kcv.  Dr.  Ely. 

.-.r  There  wor*»  <.r^mc  oTcoptinns     fhU  rrmark.  imu  u.'  thom.  .Mr.  Davi-l  Ififrhoo  k. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

i  Iq  1762.  thesouih  part  of  ilie  town  beuume  a  separate  district.    A  Bapnit 

I  church  had  existed  in  the  west  part  of  this  district  for  nearly  thirty  yean,  an'l  at 

j  about  this  date  a  Baptist  meeting  house  was  erected  nearly  on  the  spot  \vhcrc  the 

I  present  meeting  house  now  stands  in  \V\Hles.    But  this  was  re::arded  as  a  pnvitc 

I  enterprise.    Only  a  minority  or  the  people  were  Baptists.   The  distri<:t,  theretore, 

I  as  soon  as  incorporated,  proceeded  to  procure  a  minister  of  the  stand incr  order, 

i  (Congregationalist.) 

j  1  Oct.  VJ,  1762.    V'oted  to  hire  preaching. 

I  Voted  that  preaching  be  kept  at  the  iiouse  of  Isaac  i-'orsier,  in  the  east  part,  and 

'  at  the  house  of  .Ur.  James  Lawrence,-  in  the  west  part. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  agree  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Couchelin  to  Preach 
with  us. 

!       Now  followed  a  coatrover.sy  of  two  or  three  years,  as  to  the  location  of  a  meet- 
ng  house.    It  was  first  "  voted  to  build  at  the  X.  E.  corner  of  Edward  Wch- 
;    iber's  land."   Afterwards  chose  the  X.  W.  corner  of  John  Danielson's  farm.  ' 
;    These  votes  were  both  reconsidered. 

I  March.  14,  17G3.  Voted  that  preaching  Le  kept  at  Capt.  Joseph  Blodt^ctt's 
I  house. 

j  April  lU,  17 G;3.  Voted  William  Ayres,  Edward  iJavis,  and  Jacob  Dresner, 
I    Esqrs.,  be  a  cotnmitLee  to  fix  upon  a  place  to  set  the  meeting  iiousc. 

j        The  site  which  this  committee  selected  is  not  known,  but  probably  near  Dr. 
Dean's,  where  the  house  was  aftcrv/ards  built. 

June  10,  176;J.    Voted  not  to  build  on  the  place  lixed  by  the  committee. 
Oct.  17,  17Co.    Leave  being  desired  to  build  on  Moses  Lyon's  plain. 
Voted  in  the  negative. 

Feb.  16,  1764.    Voted  to  build  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  chosc  John 
'  Morse  of  Sturbridge,  Joseph  Colton  and  Joseph  Crafts  of  Monson,  to  say  v.  hcrc 
the  centre  is. 

'  Voted  that  Jona.  Lurk,  Joseph  Blodgett  and  Robert  Brown,  be  a  committee 
:     to  see  said  house  built." 

The  frame  of  a  house  was  accordingly  put  up  on  the  old  county  road,  a  nulc 
and  a  half  south  of  Joseph  Blodgctt's,  between  Grandy  and  l^attle^n.ikc  HilN-.  h 
was  aiterwards  sold  and  removed  to  Wcstiord,  Cr. 

1  Voted  to  go  after  Mr.  Ezra  Reave,  to  get  hiui  to  preach  on  piobatiou 
1  Records  of  South  Brimtiolil. 
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I  Qj.  23,  1^  64.  The  vote  locating:  the  house  ia  the  centre,  v.-as  reconsidered  bv 
the  votins:  of  taree  Baptists.  v:ho  have  no  ri-ht  to  vote  in  thi^  matter.  Then  h'v 
the  same  three  votio-  Jo^-ODh  Celknao,  John  Eelknap  and  IJ.-niarain  I'errin. 
voted  to_ build  wnerejhe  statrnov/  lic^,  (that  is,  where  a  committee  had  previouslv 
located  it,  near  Dr.  JJoan's,  I  suppose.) 

Benjamin  Perrin,  and  probably  the  Belknans,  had  in  declared  themselves 
separate  from  the  standing;  order,  "and  so  v/cre  not  entitled  to  vote  in  its  a:rair.>. 

The  legality  of  thi.s  vote  wag  therefore  contested,  but  the  house  was  meanwlule 
so  far  completed  as  to  be  opened  for  use. 

May  2,  17G5.  Voted  to  give  Yiv.  Ezra  Heave  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry. 
Voted  to  give  Mr.  Reave  £200  settlement,  and  £C>0  yearly  salary. 

A  church  was  organized  and  Mr.  Pease  settled  Sept.  1.;,  17G::i.  He  ^jraduaicd 
at  Yale,  1757,  and  continued  bis  rriiristry  in  South  Brimf.cld— afterwards  Ilcl- 
and,  till  1818,  when  he  died  in  the  S.")th  year  of  his  a2;e. 

Oct.  9,  17(31).  Voted  that  the  mectinc;  house  which  has  been  set  up  in  the  east 
part,  be  the  meetini;  hou-;e  for  the  future,  and  tliat  money  be  raised  to  linish  it. 

1  June  8,  1792.  Voted  that  Col.  Lvon  have  liberty  to  remove  the  meeting; 
house  to  the  plain,  at  a  stake  sot  nr>,  and  there  finish  it,  on  condition  that  he  trivc 
to  the  district  of  Holland,  a  sutFiciency  of  land  on  the  plain  for  all  conveniences 
of  Roads,  Trainlno^-neld  and  other  accommodations  ncce.-sary  for  a  mcctin;; 
selves  the  house. 

-  Rev.  Enoch  Burt,  was  installed  in  1821,  and  dismissed  in  1821,  He  now  re- 
sides in  IManchester,  Ct.  Durin,';  Mr,  Burt's  ministry,  the  question  arose  as  to 
the  right  of  the  Baptists  in  the  mcctincr  house,  and  they  in  l^l'J.  buiU  for  thcm- 
house  which  now  stands  unoccupied. 

Rev.  James  Sanford,  supplied  the  church  with  pastoral  labor  most  of  the  time 
from  1832  till  1846.    In  1S35,  the  present  meeting  house  was  built,  and  in 
the  old  one  taken  dov.-n. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Paige  was'.installed^jDec,  3,  1851,  and^dismisscd  in  Feb.,  1S53. 


APPENDIX  D. 

INDEX    TO    THE  .MAP. 

[nESIDENCES  OI^  THE  FIIlST  SETTLEU.-. 

N.  B.  The  figures  before  the  names  refer  to  the  place  of  residence.  a.s  indica- 
ted on  the  Map.  ^Thc  exact  location  of  those  enclosed  in  brackets  (— )  is  doubt- 
ful. Such  are,  for  the  most  part  in  the  west  section  of  the  town.  The  figures 
following  the  names,  refer  to  the  Book  of  Surveys.   ,^ 


1  Holland  Tov;ti  Kccnr^Is. 
2TIampden  Pulpiti 
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'     1.   Natliaaiel  Hitchcock,!  12,  13.    Hubbard's  Hill  road,  Wc^t  side  about  40 
rods  of  north  of  B.  Sibley  's. 

2.    Ebenezer  Graves,  U.    rond  road— not  far  from  the  Townsiey  place. 

David  Hitchcock,  l.'.  Eoad  west  from  Meeting'  house,  near  John  Lum- 
bard's— sold  to  Mr.  Trcrit,  and  removed  to  the  west  pan  of  the  town,  near  Chic- 
uppee  Brook. 

4.  Benjamin  Cooley,  IG.  At  B.  Sibley's,  jolninc,'  the  Trcai:  farm  oa  its  north 
line. 

5,  Leonard  Hoar,  IS.  On  Hubbard's  Hill,  at  Timothy  Bliss". 
<>.    John  Sherman,  Esq.,  19.    Pond  road,  at  Orson  Sherman's 

7.  David  Morjijan,  Dca.,  21.     do     do  aHttle  north  of  Eli'ah  TarDeli's. 

8.  Peter  Hayncs,  20.  East  side  of  the  rond  to  Woodstock,  on  the  hill  north 
of  Dea.  Pali^o. 

9.  John  Migbill,  2j.  On  the  way  to  New  Mcdiield,  a  fev.-  rois  west  of  Har- 
vey Rassel's,  at  the  corner. 

10..  Nathan  Collins.  2:;.  Boad  to  Hubbanl's  Hill,  west  side,  ^outh  of  Wm. 
Brown's. 

11.  Deliverance  Brook?::,  27.  At  Alfred  Hitchcock's  (said  to  have  sold  and 
removed  to  cast  part,  Elijah  Lumbard's.) 

12.  John  Russcl  and  Daniel  Hubbard,  2S.  <  )n  Hubbard's  Hill,  west  side,  at 
or  near  Harvey  Fenton's. 

13.  John  Atchinson,  2m,  On  Kind's  Hill,  south  of  Ezra  Kin_-'s  house  loi. 
Exact  location  doubtful. 

14.  Joseph  Blodgett,  ."JO.    Un  the  South  Meadow  Boad,  at  Calvin  Policy's. 

15.  John  Stcbbins,  Dca.,  ."JO.  On  the  read  to  Hubbard's  Hill,  against  Har/e  v 
Grig(;s'.  His  house  was  located  at  the  west  end  of  his  lot,  .',  mile  north  of  Sim- 
eon Coy's. 

IG.    William  Nilson,  .31.    On  tlie  road  to  Stanord,  l  ex.  loc.  doubtful.] 
17,    John  Charles,  .'i".    20  rods  north  of  Sibley's. 
IS.    John  Lumbard,  3.3.    At  J.  T.  &  0.  A.  Brown's. 

19.  David  Lumbard,  .3G.    SO  rods  no.-th  of  Sibley's. 

20.  Samuel  Huub.ard,  37.    At  N.  S.  Hubbard's. 

21.  Joseph  Haynes,  37.    At  Wahcr  Haynes'. 

22.  Peter  Montaque,  3S.  North  of  Hubbard's  Hill— east  side  of  the  way, 
and  south  side  of  the  road  to  Brooktleld. 

23.  Henry  Burt,  Dea,,  .3J.   At  -John  Wylcs. 

24.  Thomas  Stcbbins.  40.  Near  his  brotiicr,  north  of  Simeon  Coy's— sold 
and  removed  to  iMonson  district. 

2.").  William  Nichols,  41.  House  located  on  the  west  end  of  his  lot,  at  the 
Daniel  Nichols  place. 

26.  Micah  Tovrnslcy,  42.  "At  the  Elbow  of  Chicuppce  liiver,"  (ex.  loc. 
doubtfal.) 

27.  Eleazer  Foot,  43.    West  of  John  Post,  i.  e.  at  tiic  Lincoln  pla.-e. 

28.  William  Wanincr,  45.    Near  Benjamin  Sherman's. 

29.  .James  Thompson,  4<>.    On  Thompson's,  or  Danielson's  Iliil. 

.30.    George  Erwlu,  4S.    South  of  Penuel  Parker's,  (ex.  loc.  doubtful.) 

.31'.    Joseph  Frost,  4'.>.    "  On  Chicuppce  Blver,  south  of  Mic.ah  Townsley's,  ' 

(ex.  loc.  doubtnil.)   

"l  The  house  now  occupied  hy  11.  V.  lJru^^^l.  is  of  l.itev  it;it,>,  .n;  i  \v.i^  liui;:  •"■n   !•  t  .-.f  .im-.:. 
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32.  David  Shaw,  30.    Koad  to  Sprini,'tield,  near  Mr.  Noncs'. 

33.  Daniel  Burt,  51.    At  J.  Morse's,  sold  and  renoved  to  east  p^t. 

34.  Joshua  Shaw,  52.  "  Between  the  mountains  on  Elbow  Brook,"  (ex.  Iok  . 
doubtful.) 

35.  Samuel  Bliss,  At  Wm.  Drowa's—sold  to  Kev.  Mr.  Bridgbam,  and 
removed  to  the  north  part,-  (TVan-en.) 

36.  John  Keep,  54,    Westerly  side  of  iun^  s  Hill— Uanul  Carponier  plai  t. 

37.  Samuel  Allen,  55.    North  of  Robert  Moulton's,  centre  of  Wales. 

38.  Nathaniel  Miller,  56.  At  or  near  Alured  Homer  s.  See  Town  Kecorus, 
also  Eoad  No.  G. 

39.  Ezra  Kin^;,  57.  House  and  Gri^t  Mill  on  lUbow  B.'-ook  :  aUo  a  hou^t 
on  King's  Hill,  south  of  the  Grout  School  House. 

40.  Samuel  Kin;^,  57.    Near  his  brother,  Sylvauus  Kiuj:  piate. 

41.  Anthony  Needham.  5S.    At  west  side  of  South  Pond. 

42.  John  Miller,  5'J.    Ua  Chicappee  Brook,  doc.  doubtful.) 

43.  44.  45.  40.  47.  Non-residcQt-. 

48.  Eobert  Moulton,  GO.    Hoad  to  Stafford,  west  side— Wales  (  eutrc. 

49.  Robert  Moulton,  Jr..  Gl.    A  little  north  of  his  father. 

50.  John  Nilson,  62.  Road  to  StatTord,  north  of  Wales  centre,  lo'  .  boubi- 
fnl.) 

51.  Benjamin  Mun.  G.J,    Uu  ICin^^'s  Hill. 

52.  Benjamin  Warner,  Go.    Ua  AVamer's  Hill  road  to  Stauord. 

53.  Joseph  Davis,  64.    Road  to  South  Mesdow — Lovellpiaie. 

^  .54.    Daniel  Groves,  G5.    On  King's  Hill,  joining  John  K^^ep,  (loc.  doubtful,  i 

55.  John  Danielson,  GG.    South  of  Peter  Haynes.    Nonh  of  Dca  Pai-e. 

56.  Daniel  Fuller,  G7.    Ua  Chicuppec  River,  (loc.  doubtful,  i 

57.  Nathaniel  Clark,*  GS.  (  "       «"  j 

58.  Ebenezer  Scott,  GS.    Near  John  Lvnian's  Pund  road. 

59.  Samuel  Munger  70.  | 

60.  Thomas  Green,  71.    Road  to  Suatl'ord,  west  side  of  South  Pond. 

61.  John  Btillen,  72,    East  side  of  South  Pcni. 

62.  Samuel  Allen,  Jr.    Sold  to  Nathan  Collins,  included  in  his. 

63.  Thomas  INIiriek,  74.  (loc.  doiibtfal.) 

64.  Joshua  Olds,  74.    Near  Chicuppee  River,  i  location  doubtful,  i 

65.  Samuel  Shav/,  74.    On  Chicuppee  River,  (loc.  doubtful.) 

66.  Seth  Shaw.    Near  Shaw's  Meadow,  (loc.  doubtful.) 

67.  Daniel  KiUum.  On  Chicuppee  Brook,  (loc.  doubtful.! 

(68.)  Kev.  Richard  Treat,  76.    At  Calvin  Ward  s — sold  to  Benjamin  Mor::au. 
(69.)  Burial  place,  8'J.    Laid  out  January.  17  ;o,  but  used  previously. 
(70.)  First  Grist  INIill.  bl). 

(71.)  Mcetinf:^  House.  Also  Common.  Described  as  road — Town  Records.  1734. 
(72.)  Traces  of  a  Smith's  Shop. 
(73.)  Cenictry,  south  part. 
(74.)  Cemetry,  west  part. 

Respecting  the  generation  succcedin;,',  much  less  cau  be  said.  Csually  the 
sons  erected  dwellings  upon  out-lots  belonging  to  their  fathcis.  but  to  t!  is  there 
were  some  exceptions.  Others  from  older  towns,  were  constantly  hccomir?  resi- 
dents by  purchase  of  the  proprietors.  The  following  list  indicates  all  that  wo 
have  learned  respecting  these  who  by  inheritance  or  purchase,  bco.nmc  .t^so-  iatcd 
as  citi/.ens  with  the  firU  settlers  previous  to  174.-. 


THE   CHURCH    IN  BEDIFIELH. 


79 


1  Bezaleel  Sherman,  son  of  John  S.,  res, 
Beriah  "         "  «■  » 

James  "         "  «'  u 

Phinehas       "         "  "  « 

Thomas        "         "  " 
Leonard  Hoar,  Jr.,  son  of  Leonard  H.,  " 

1  Joseph      "  "  «  « 

Charles     "       '  "  " 
Edmund   "  "  "  « 

Nathan 

1  Joseph  Morgan,  son  of  Dea.  David  M.,  " 
Jonathan  "  " 

Benj. 

1  John  Charles,  son  of  John  C.,  " 
Abraham  "  "  "  .  " 
Jona       "  "  " 

Aaron  " 

1  Moses  Hitchcock,  son  of  Nathl  H.,  " 
Nath'l,Jr.  " 
Noah 

1  Paul  Hitchcock,  son  cf  Dand  H.,  " 
1  John  Stebbins,  Jr.,  son  of  John  S.,  " 
1  Moses  Nilson,  son  of  William  N.,  " 
1  Nathaniel  Collins,  son  of  "William  C.,  " 
Joseph  Blodgett,  Jr.,  son  of  Joseph  B.,  " 
Other  sons  lived  in  the  same  vicinity. 
Jonas,  the  Voungest,  " 
Daniel  Burt,  Jr.,  son  of  Dcniei  B.,  " 
Simeon  Hubbard,  son  of  Samuel  H.,  " 
Ichabcd  Bliss,  " 
Ebenezer  Scott,  " 
Enoch  Hides, 
John  Webber, 

Nicolas  Groves,  " 
Thomas  Ellenwood,  " 
Jabez  Warren, 

Humphrey  Gardner,  " 
William  Janes,  " 
Jona  Burk, 
Francis  Sikes, 

Robert  Dunklee,  " 
Adonijah  Ru?sell, 

•Tohn  Bishop,  " 

Robert  Brovra. 

Ebenezer  Wallis, 

Jonathan  Brown, 

Luke  Blashfield. 

John  Draper, 

James  Draper, 


Benjamin  Shermaus. 
Ledoyt's. 

West  of  Capt.  Chr.rle-". 
David  Lawrence. 
Homestead. 
Alured  Homer'.-. 
Sol.  Homer's. 
Gleason  place. 

NearCol.  Hoar  's  place,  Monson. 
Rodolphus  Hoar's  place. 
Mrs.  S.  Alexander'^. 
Grigg's  place,  (East  Hill.) 
Calvin  Ward  s. 
Solander's. 

Darius  Charles'.  [stands. 

Where  the  School  Hou'^c  now 

Sumner  Parker's. 

H,  F.  Brown  s. 

Removed  from  town. 

Nathan  H.  place. 

(Uncertain.) 

Homestead. 

1  Uncertain.) 

Near  Cahin  Policy's. 

Near  Frost  place. 
Homestead. 

West  of  H.  Fenton's. 
Near  A  Lumbard's. 
(Uncertain.) 

Bradney  place,  East'.Hill,  M. 

Sumner  Parker'?. 

(Uncertain.) 

H.  Gardner  place. 

Janes  Hill. 

(Uncertain.) 


"    South  part. 

Wallis  pi  arc. 

Patty  Charles'. 
Lemuel  Lumbard's. 


niad  .1  share  ui  the  orii^innl  ilivision  nf  (he  lam  I. 
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(69.)  The  present  Cemetrv  in  BrimHeld,  has  been  in  use  from  liic  earliest  seitlc- 
ment  of  the  tov.-n.  The  original  lot  contained  about  one  <  luarter  of  an  acre  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  present  enclosure,  it  v;;\^  doubtlesa  sclectc.l  when  the 
first  occasion  for  it  occnrrcd,  because  of  its  convenient  location.  In  i:::2,  i!;c 
proprietors  of  the  town  by  vote,  enlarged  it  to  two  acres,  and  adopted  it  as  their 
place  of  burial.  It  falling  within  lots  already  survevod  to  Ilcnry  iiurt  and  John 
Lumbard— six  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Burt's  lliil  were  jriven  ihcm  in  corapcn- 
sation.  A  right  of  way  to  the  ccmetry  from  the  town  .street,  near  the  present 
road,  was  granted,  but  tlie  usual  way  of  access  was  from  the  o.t  t  arrows  tlic 
brook.  1 

Nothing  now  remains  to  show  the  precise  resting-places  of  the  earliest  residents, 
save  a  few  crumbling  head-stoncs  with  half  lei:ible  inscriptions.  The  following 
are  all  that  can  be  made  out.  Daviil  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  died  172G.  aged  l.'^.  Thome; 
King,  died  1738,  aged  37.  Samuel  Hubbard,  died  1750,  aged  .'j.'J.  Hannah,  his 
wife,  died  1781,  aged  SI.  John  Keep,  died  17.-j>,  a-ed  :^0.  Abigail,  his  wifo. 
died  1767,  aged  87.  Elenor  Nilson,  died  17.53,  a-ed  'J.  .Mrs.  Margaret  Morgan, 
died  1754.  Eleazer  Foot,  died  175S,  aged  7.').  Wra.  Warriner,  died  17r.o,  ngcd 
68.  Ichabod  Bliss,  died  1766,  aged  61.  Leonard  Hoar,  dLd  1771,  a^-cd  S7. 
Joseph  Davis,  died  1778,  aged  77.  Adonijah  Russel,  died  177:>,  aged  u..  Luke 
Blashfield,  died  1810,  aged  91.  Thomas  EUeuwood,  Wid.  Eliz.  Hoar.  Daniel 
Bart,  Jr.  All  the  rest  lie  undistinguished  .•  tb.c  mounds  t!iat  once  covered  them, 
worn  to  a  level  with  the  plain. 

As  the  south  part  of  the  town  became  more  thickly  sctilcd.  a  not  es- ity  aro-e 
for  a  burial  place  there. 

1  Att  a  meeting  of  yc  Ihoprictors  on  y--  -nh  day  of  bcpt.,  173.',  voted  1  and  \ 
acres  of  land  for  a  Burymg  place  at  ye  south-ca-tcrly  part  of  \"  Snatii  I'oml. 
where  Robert  Moulton,  t>ea.,  novv-  dwells. 

(73.)  This  ground,  in  which  the  \  eaerable  iatuers  of  the  south  pan  of  ilie  town- 
ship sleep,  has  fallen  info  neglect — been  appropriated  by  adjoining  resident:!,  and 
is  now  planted  with  potatoes,  only  a  single  grave  being  visible,  and  that  in  the 
border  of  the  Geld,  marked  by  rude  stones,  with  the  initials  "C  1).,"  and  the 
date  "  1753."  Shame  on  the  sons,  in  so  broad  a  land  as  thi<.  to  till  t!ie  soil  above 
the  graves  of  such  vvorthy  sires. 

Brimfield,  ^March  19,  17.'j.'>.  Wcc  yc  subscribers  being  Inhabitants  of  y  •  West 
part  of  yc  town  Hunihly  Showcth.  Whereas  wc,  living  a  great  Way  from  town 
»i  soe  from  yc  Tresent  Burying  place,  by  reason  of  the  BadncbS  and  length  of 
ye  way  cannot  Bury  our  Dead  witti  that  Couvcnieuce  and  (.)rdt'r,  winch  sucn 
solemnities  rciuire  It  being  no  matter  to  tne  Body  wiiere  it  lies  when  Dead. 
Therefore  we  request  the  town  would  be  pleased  to  u'rant  us  a  Burying  piacc 
among  Our  Selves,  that  wc  may  !mry  our  Dead  out  ot  our  sight  wuh  lo>s  Di'Vi- 
caltv  »S:  Trouble. 

Tnomas  Stebbins,  David  Hitchcook. 

James  Shaw,  John  Keep, 

James  Mirick,  Xatlianicl  Mun. 

Samuel  King,  Nath'l  Man.  Jr.. 

Joseph  Colton,  Bcnj.  Mun. 

Thomas  King,  Kdmund  Hoar. 

Francis  Sikes,  F^onc/er  Mirick. 

(74.)  The  lot  granted  to  this  rc<iUOSt  v.-as  probably  not  laid  out  until  about  I76<i. 
Capt.  Hitchcock  the  lirst  person  buried  in  it— died  1763.    It  lies  half  a  mile 

1  Book  (if  .''iirvoy^,  pu'. 
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from  the  meeting  house  in  Monson,  cast  of  the  ChicapDce  Brook.  When  loca- 
ted, it  was  near  to  a  road  that  ran  from  Chicappee  river,  (rainier,)  on  rhe  cast 
side  of  the  Brook  as  far  south,  as  the  road  leading  down  the  hill  from  John 
Keep's,  (Daniel  Carpeuter^s.)  This  lot  is  now  overgrown  with  brush,  and  1 
unenclosed.   Not  a  single  inscription  is  legible  on  irs  few  and  fallen  headstone 

Roads  and  Bridges,  trevious  to  17-tO.— The  first  roads  were  mer.ly 
paths  indicated  by  marked  trees.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  highways  were  au. 
thoritatively  located  prcrlous  to  1730.  At  that  time  the  to^vn  began  to' take  a.  uon 
in  the  matter. 

grSept.,  1731.  A  road  was  laid  out  from  the  meeting  house  and  John  Tost's.^ 
(Morse,)  east  to  Henr^.-  Earths,  ( Wyles,)  thence  to  Peter  Pavncs,  jJohn  Dumel'-' 
son's  (Paige,)  Joseph  Davis,  Joseph  Biodgett's,  (PoUej)  to  So.  .Meadow  and 
Colony  line  towards  Union,  Ct. 

Sept.,  1731.  Laid  out  a  road  from  Stafford  bounds  N.,  to  Thomas  Green's, 
Anthony  Needham's,  Robert  Moulton's,  Kobert  2.1oulton,  Jr.,  Samuel  Allen's, 
John  Nilson's,  Wm.  Nilson's  to  Joseph  Haynes',  (Walter  Haynes.) 

Jane,  1732.  A  road  from  Eobert  Moulton's,  (N.  end  of  So.  Pond,)  east  to  the 
road  that  leads  from  Meeting  to  So.  Meadow,  coming  into  it  N.  of  Joscpii 
Biodgett's. 

June,  1732.  A  road  from  Anthony  Needham's,  (W.  side  of  So.  Pond,)  we^t 
to  the  road  that  leads  from  King's  Hill  to  Staiibrd. 

June,  1732.  A  road  from  N.  end  of  So.  Pond,  east  by  John  BuUcns'  to  So. 
Meadow. 

Oct.,  1733.  A  road  from  Nath'l  Miller's,  and  Leonard  Hoar's  corner,  (Hub* 
bard's  Hill,)  W.  I^.  W.  to  the  old  Springfield  and  Brooktield  road. 

Sept.,  1733.  A  road  from  the  Stafford  road  near  John  Nilson,  east  to  tiie 
Saw  Mill,  (Shaw's,)  and  thence  to  the  So.  Meadow  road. 

March,  1734.  The  road  from  the  meeting  house  E.  S.  E.  to  Union  v.-iJeiicd 
and  further  described,  especially  the  Common.    Book  of  Surveys,  pg.  147. 

March  1734.  A  road  from  the  Stafford  road  at  Joseph  Ilayues,  (Walter 
Haynes,)  N.  down  the  hill,  and  N.  E.  to  the  So.  Meadow  road. 

March,  1735.  A  road  coming  into  the  Union  road  on  Thompson's,  or  Pan- 
ielson's  Hill,  from  the  south  east,  marked  on  the  map— doubtful. 

March,  1737.  A  road  from  John  Post's,  (Morse,)  by  the  W.  end  of  the  meet- 
ing house  N.  to  Leonard  Hoar's,  thence  to  Leonard  Hoar's,  Jr.  to  the  road  load- 
ing west. 

March,  1737.  A  road  from  the  town  street  N.  to  John  Sherman's,  then  by  the 
side  of  the  Pond  to  Joseph  Morgan's,  (Alexander's,)  thence  to  John  Charles,  Jr., 
(Solander's,)  thence  to  the  great  ^ieadow. 

March  1737.  A  road  from  the  fleeting  house  west,  across  the  plain,  and  still 
west  to  Beni.  Coolev's,  Jr.,  house,  inear  the  Luke  Charles  place,)  thence  to  Da- 
vid Shaw's,  tlience  down  the  hill  to  the  saw  mill,  thence  to  lALcah  lownslcy  s, 
James  Mirick's,  and  so  on  to  Chicuppee  Brook. 

March,  1737.  A  road  from  Joseph  Haynes,  (Walter  Haynes,)  west  N.  wot 
to  the  Springfield  road. — doubtful. 

March,  1733.  A  road  from  New  jNIcdfield  line  west  to  the  road  that  .lea.ls  out 
of  the  town  southerly  to  Union. 

March,  1733.  A  road  from  the  Pond  ro.ad  near  Cain.  Siiei  man'^  w>-.i,  up  the 
hill  to  Ensign  Hoar's  road. 

Mavcb,  1733.  A  road  from  Capt.  Sherman's  east  over  tbe  h.U  to  the  N.  end 
of  Alloni  Pond. 

11 
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March,  1738.  A  road  from  the  Sprin^-ield  road  at  the  i,'oinc  down  of  the  hill, 
across  Elbow  Lrook,  up  the  hill  west  over  to  the  westside  near  Chicuppee  iirook. 

March,  1738.    A  road  from  this  at  the  top  of  Kind's  Hill,  south  to  Eeniamin 
Mans. 

March,  1738.    A  road  from  Benjamin  Mun'd,  south  to  ilie  Colony  line. 

^  March  1739.    A  road  lying  along  Chicuppee  Brook  on  the  east  side,  (loca- 
tion doubtful. ) 

BKIDGKS. 

1732.  (1.)  At  Mr.  Treat's,  (Ward's.)  (2.)  At  the  Plain  Brook.  (3.)  Near 
Benj.  Cooley's,  Jr.,  (Luke  Charles.)  (4.)  Over  Elbow  Brook,  near  the  Saw 
Mill,  So.  of  Wight's.  (5.)  Over  Chicuppee  Brook,  near  Hobert  Old's.  (C.)  Near 
Henry  Burt's,  ( Wyles.)  (7.)  At  Cooley  and  Scott's  Helds,  (near  W.  Cpham's.) 
(8.)  Between  Thompson's  and  Warriners  Meadows,  (doubtful.)  ('.».)  Near  Sam- 
uel Allen's,  (Wales  centre.)  (10.)  Near  Kobert  :4oulton's,  (South  road.) 
(11.)   .    (12.)  Near  John  Sherman's. 

CROOKS  AND  111  VERS. 

Is  it  not  due  to  our  worthy  fathers  that  these  hills  and  vales  andfloNvin.:;  streams 
should  continue,  for  all  times  to  be  called  by  the  names  which  they  bestowed  or 
found  in  use  among  the  Indians  and  adopted  /  x\rc  not  the  links  which  connect 
us  with  honored  ancestry  too  few  and  too  precious  for  us  to  allow  any  of  them 
to  be  broken  ? 

Sherman's  Fond— near  Orson  Sherman's,  pp.  162,  16."). 

South,  or  Moulton's  Pond,';Wales.  pp.  60,  378. 

Kesioge,  and  Piquog  Ponds,  Holland,  p.  10.". 

AUom  Fond— so  called  GOV.',  pp.22.  197,  01,  106. 

Deer  Fond,^or  Mark  Ferry's  VonA — W.  part  on  Twelve  Mile  Brook,  pp. 
213,  276,  282,  403. 

Hitchcock,  or  Great  Brook,  running  into  'vVillis  Mill  Pond.  pp.  -'.2,  172. 

Erwin's,  or  Mill  Brook,  running  through  Krwin's  ^Meadow.  \'>,  47,  6:;, 
66,  117,  167. 

Stoneiard  Brook  and  Meadow — as  nov/.-  pp.  33,  40,  69,  91. 
Taylor's  Brook— near  John  Prouty's.  pp.  37,  147. 
Tuft's  Brook  and  Meadow— near  and  north  of  Wil-^on  Homer. 
Elbow  Brook— near  George  Wight's,  pp.  .■>2,  70. 
Chicuppee  Brook,  runs  through  centre  of  Monson.   p.  57. 
Twelve  J.Iile  Brook— W.  part  of  :^lonson,  W.  of  Chicuppee  Hill.  pp.  U)u, 
101,  180,  190. 

Broad  Brook,  or  Mill  Hivcr— S.  of  Alfred  Lumbard's.  pp.  172,  223. 

Penny  Brook— N.  side  of  Cooks  Mt.  p.  r,U. 

Pond  Brook— running  into  md  out  of  Sherman's  Pcnd. 

MEADOWS  AND  MOI  NTAINS. 

1  Chicuppee  Hill— W.  S.  W.  of  Palmer  Depot,  pp.  77,  7<,  lol,  132,  213.  de- 
cisive.   

~TTt  is  :niust;iki»  to  call  tlu- 1  lill  lH>t.N-,.n  M  .i!s.'n  Uriiii'.i. M  b\  iliis  nam.-.  l'..v.il.U  lln- 
li-w  who  Ih-^t  .Miiir  vnt  fn'iu  .^priu-tirM  i^o  .Mil.  ait.  l.iit  in  f!tc  Mirv.  >  ^  it  i-*  Uwwn  l\m:  •« 
Hill.    "  CliiriiiM"  ' ■"     fli*-'  ^^I'l'^li  lJ<.'l"n-'s  fo  t!i.-  hi-'h  irr««un-l-  w.  sf.  ot  l';iliii.  r  Ur)^.t, 

ii«'ar  to  Chi<'uvp.v  Kin<r. 
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Sheep  Pasture  Hill— N.  of  meeting  House— W.  of  B.  Sherman,  pp.   U,  -1. 

Allum  Pond  Mt.— W.  of  Allum  Pond.  pp.  22,  91,  197,  10."). 

Hubbard's  Hill— now  Tower  Hill.  pp.  27,  2S,  n7. 

Thompson's  Hill— Dea.  Paige's  Hill.  pp.  40. 

Burt's  Hill— back  of  J.  M.  Warren,  pp.  156,  luo. 

Blodgett's,  or  Williams  Mt.— S.  E.  of  Calvin  rolley.  pp.  140,  294. 

Hayne's  Hill— S.  of  Absolom  Lumbard.  pp.  71,  76,  161. 

Rattle  Snake  Mt.— E.  side  the  old  South  Meadow  Eoad.  pp.  140,  2S7,  305. 

Grandy  Hill— W.  side  the  old  South  Meadow  Road. 

Warner's  Hill— half  mile  S.  of  South  Pond.  p.  60. 

Pisgah  iMt— W.  of  Wales  centre,  pp.  07,  114.  236. 

Wottagnottuck,  or  Wodda<;nottuck  range— W.  of  Brimtield  centre- east  W. 

and  west  W.  p.  19,  comp.. Blodgett's  hand  book.  95,  96,  107,  11*;.  144,  .vc. 
Steerage  Kock,  on  Watt.  p.  252. 

Erwin's  or  Cook's  IMt.— so  called  now.  pj).  1.51, 159, 194,  196. 

Tuft's  Mt.— N.  W.  of  Tuft's  Jlcadow.  p.  343. 

Mark's  Mt.,  on  the  old  Brookhcld  line.  pp.  115,  137,  163, 194. 

King's  Hill— East  Hill,  Monson.  pp.  57,  62,  130.   This  Hill  is  never  called 

"  Chicuppee  Hill,"  in  the  old  Surveys. 
Great  Mt,—S.  of  Capt.  Nichols,  p.  141. 
Millstone  Mt.— N.  of  Capt.  Nichols,  pp.  141,  251. 
Sawmill  Mt.— W.  of  Wight's  Mill.  pp.  49,  77,  206,  25S. 
Cedar  Swamp  Mt.— near  Cedar  Swamp,  pp.  166,  174. 
Merrick's  Mt.—  "W.  of  G.  Merrick's,  Monson.  pp.  346.  407. 
Center  Hill— S.  of  Meeting  House,  Monson.  p.  344. 
Peaked  Mt.— S.  W.  part  of  Monson.  pp.  315,  331,  408. 
Black  Book  Mt.— on  Springfield  line.  pp.  303,  407. 

Moose  Mts.— Great  and  Little.^W.  S.  V/.  parts  of  Monson.  pp.  217,  222,  315. 

Wache  Inoche— S.  W.  of  Stonciard  Meadow. 

Bald  Peak— the  W.  point  of  Chicuppee  Hill.  p.  192. 

Pinnacle  Mt.— near  Twelve  Mile  Brook,  pp.  1S2,  242. 

Bauld  Mt.— N.  of  E.  branch  of  Tuft's  Brook,  p.  lOS. 

Stone  House- the  Bock  House,  Monson.  pp.  129,  1S5,  310. 

Mt.  Misery— the  point  W.  of  David  Lawrence,  p.  197. 

Indian  Hill— N.  of  H.  Perry's,  p.  13S. 

Grass  Hill— N.  of  Lemuel  Allen,  p.  13. 

Breakneck— so  called  now.  pp.  142,  184,  198. 

Great  Meadow— S.  of  Otis  Sessions  place,  p.  162. 

Great  Swamp— S.  E.  of  Alfred  Lumbard.  pp.  23,  46. 

South  Meadow— 2  or  3  S.  of  Calvin  Polley.  pp.  30,  60, 

Erwin's  Meadow— see  Brook. 

Moss  Meadow— S.  E.  of  Great  Meadow,  pp.  33,  40,  9S. 
Beaver  Dam  jMeadow— S.  E.  part  of  Holland,  pp.  108,  131. 
Cedar  Swamp— S.  of  King's  Hill.  pp.  88,  79. 


ERRATA. 


Page  2G.  For  "  177G,"  read  "  1700."  Page  G-i.  For  Fndosi; 
Carter,"  read  "  Endosia  C."  Page  72.  For  June,  1850."'  road  -'Jan 
nary,  185 G."  Page  7(>.  For  "  Mr.  Pease,"  i-ead 3[r.  Reave."  Pn-t 
77.  For  "  Peter  Montaque,"  read  Montague."  Pa'^e  s:;.  I",, 
"  AVottaguottucli,"  read  "  AVottaijnottuck.'"  Page  -so.  For  "  Wach. 
Inoclie,"  read    Wa(;lie  Queclie." 
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